For millions of believers around the world, faith in
Christ and belief in the teachings of the Bible are not

only discouraged, but actually dangerous.

KNOW HIS PERSECUTED.
KNOW HIS WORD.

Periodically, Secret Church gatherings are held to
engage in an intense six-hour Bible study as we
identify with and pray for our persecuted brothers and

sisters across the globe.

The objective of Secret Church is for you to pass along
what you learn in these gatherings to others, so that
you can make disciples of Christ in all nations

for God's glory.

secretchurch.org



Beyond These Walls ...

We're glad you've decided to attend tonight’s Secret Church meeting. But even if
no one showed up, it would still be worth the effort. Actually, this Bible study will
hopefully benefit far more people than just those who were in attendance.

Here’s how ...

Tonight we will record the teaching sessions and, in the coming months, these
sessions will be transcribed and translated into many different languages, including
Spanish, Mandarin, Hindi, Arabic and others. The foreign language versions of Secret
Church will be available online as translations are completed. But that is just the

beginning.

Most Christ-followers around the world don’t have access to seminaries or Bible
colleges. In fact, Christ-followers in many parts of the world have no formal Christian
teaching at all. Pastor David will lead additional Secret Church studies, creating
numerous hours of Bible teaching on various biblical and theological issues. We

will then be able to distribute those resources worldwide. The sessions together will
comprise a portable seminary, so to speak, with mini-courses in biblical training
accessible to anyone.

During the evening we will collect an offering. All the proceeds will support
persecuted Christians worldwide through ongoing ministry initiatives and provide
Secret Church Bible teaching materials in multiple languages. Imagine a house-
church leader in Asia or the Middle East, now able to hear hours of Bible teaching as
he listens to Secret Church in his own language. With your help, this can become a
reality.

If you would like to make a donation or would like any of the Secret Church
resources in another language go to DiscipleMakingIntl.org.



About Disciple-Making International

Disciple-Making International (DMI) is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.
The purpose of DMI is to awaken a passion for the glory of God in all nations

by encouraging and equipping Christians and churches to accomplish the Great
Commission. DMI accomplishes this purpose through producing and providing
biblical resources for use in disciple-making relationships and supporting catalytic
events aimed at mobilizing disciple-makers.

We are continually exploring opportunities to serve and empower individual
Christians, churches, or Christian organizations working to achieve the Great
Commission. Secret Church is one of the ways we equip and promote disciple-
making all over the world.

Most of our resources are by Pastor and author, David Platt. David holds a deep and
abiding passion for global disciple-making.“I believe that God has uniquely created
every one of His people to impact the world. Some may count it as idealistic, but I
believe it is thoroughly biblical, rooted in Psalm 67:1-2, yet covering Scripture from
beginning to end. God is in the business of blessing His people so that His ways and
His salvation might be made known among all people.”

If you would like more information about this ministry or would like to know more
about how you can support efforts like Secret Church, please visit our website at

DiscipleMakingIntl.org.
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Secret Church Resources

PAST SECRET CHURCH RESOURCES

Past Secret Church resources (DVDs, CDs, and Study Guides) are available for
purchase at The Church at Brook Hills and online at Disciple-Making International
(DiscipleMakingIntl.org).

ONLINE RESOURCES

Secret Church resources, including audio and video recordings of the teaching
sessions, downloadable study guides and links to additional information about the
persecuted church, are available on the Secret Church web site (SecretChurch.org)
and through the DMI website (DiscipleMakingIntl.org).

BOOKS BY DAVID PLATT

David Platt is the author of two books: Radical: Taking Back Your Faith from

the American Dream, and Radical Together: Unleashing the People of God for the
Purpose of God. These books are available online at Disciple-Making International
(DiscipleMakingIntl.org).

If you would like additional information about the books, visit Radical TheBook.com
and RadicalTogether.com. All proceeds from book sales go toward promoting the
glory of Christ in all nations.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Additional resources such as sermons, Small Group Guides, Family Worship Guides
and more are available on the Disciple-Making International (DMI) website
(DiscipleMakingIntl.org).



Program Notes

TONIGHT’S SCHEDULE
5:00pm Simulcast Begins
6:00pm Announcements
6:05pm Welcome from Pastor David
6:10pm Musical Worship
6:30pm Teaching Segment 1
7:30pm Break
7:45pm Teaching Segment 2
8:45pm Persecuted Church Highlight
8:50pm Prayer for the Persecuted Church
9:10pm Break
9:25pm Teaching Segment 3
10:25pm Giving Report/Offering
10:35pm Break
10:50pm Teaching Segment 4
11:50pm Musical Worship
11:55pm Simulcast Concludes

(Times are approximate, and the schedule is subject to change.)
David will be teaching tonight from the English Standard Version (ESV). Scriptures
and references are included in the Study Guide.

So as not to distract from the study, please turn all cell phones to the “silent” or “oft”
mode during our time together.



FAMILY, MARRIAGE, SEX, AND THE GOSPEL
Secret Church

The Questions Before Us ...

* What does the Bible say about family?

* What does the Bible say about marriage?

* What does the Bible say about sex and sexuality?

* How do all of these relate to the gospel?

* How do all of these relate to the Great Commission?

The Challenges Around Us ...

¢ In the Culture ...
o Rampant Sexual Immorality

“Ihe most important revolution of the twentieth century has been the sexual
revolution ... . Contraception replaced conception. Pleasure was separated from
responsibility. It was as if a license was given out, legitimizing the bending of every
part of our lives around serving ourselves. Since that time, divorce, remarriage,
abortion, premarital sex, and extramarital sex, as well as homosexuality have been
accepted by increasing percentages of the public. Pornography is huge business. This is
not just a problem with society out there. Many churches have found their members
plagued by failed marriages and illicit affairs, by so-called private sins that turn into
public disgraces, some of which are known, some of which are not yet known.”
Mark Dever

o Continually Skyrocketing Divorce

o Degradation of Marriage

o Confusion of Gender

o Destructive Sex Industries

= Pornography ...

* Worldwide revenues for the pornography industry in 2006 were at
least $97 billion, with revenues in the United States fourth highest
among all countries at $13.3 billion. Previous numbers put the
worldwide revenues for pornography at $57 billion for the year 2003.

* Pornography revenues in China were the highest for 2006 at $27.4
billion with South Korea at $25.7 billion and Japan at $20 billion.

* Every second $3,075.64 is spent on pornography; 28,258 Internet
users view pornography; and 372 Internet users type adult search
terms into search engines.

= Prostitution ...

* At this given moment, there are 40 million prostitutes at work. Such

prostitution is legal, and regulated, within 22 countries (including



Austria, Germany, Netherlands, Switzerland, Mexico, Australia,
and Colombia).

* Studies estimate that 1 out of every 10 men in the world have
purchased a prostitute, The rate in China is 1 out of every 4 men.

* There are an estimated 27 million adults and 13 million
children around the world who are victims of human trafficking.
Approximately 75-80% of this trafficking is for sex.

* Sex trafficking is a $58 billion industry worldwide.

* A human trafficker can earn 20 times what he or she paid for a
gitl. Provided the gitl was not physically brutalized to the point of
ruining her beauty, the pimp could sell her again for a greater price
because he had trained her and broken her spirit, which saves future
buyers the hassle. A 2003 study in the Netherlands found that, on
average, a single sex slave earned her pimp at least $250,000 a year.

* Sex traffickers use a variety of ways to “condition” their victims,
including subjecting them to starvation, rape, gang rape, physical
abuse, beating, confinement, threats of violence toward the victim
and victim’s family, forced drug use, and shame. These victims suffer
devastating physical and psychological harm. However, due to
language barriers, lack of knowledge about available services, and the
frequency with which traffickers move victims, human trafficking
victims and their perpetrators are difficult to catch.

* Several countries rank high as source countries for human
trafficking, including Belarus, the Republic of Moldova, the Russian
Federation, Ukraine, Albania, Bulgaria, Lithuania, Romania, China,
Thailand, and Nigeria. Belgium, Germany, Greece, Israel, Italy, Japan,
the Netherlands, Thailand, Turkey, and the U.S. are ranked very high
as destination countries of trafficked victims.

* According to United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), over
the past 30 years, more than 30 million children have been sexually
exploited through human trafficking.

* Over 100,000 Nepali girls as young as nine years have been sold into
India’s red-light district over the last decade. Over 10,000 children
between the ages of 6 and 14 are currently in brothels in Sri Lanka.

* Human trafficking is one of the fastest growing criminal enterprises
because it holds relatively low risk with high profit potential.
Criminal organizations are increasingly attracted to human
trafficking because, unlike drugs, humans can be sold repeatedly.

* According to the U.S. State Department, human trafficking is one
of the greatest human rights challenges of this century, both in the
United States and around the world.

o Deadly Abortion Industries
= 46 million abortions occur every year in the world.
= 130,000 abortions occur every day.



“If I profess with the loudest voice and clearest exposition every portion of the truth
of God except precisely that point which the world and the devil are at that moment
attacking, I am not confessing Christ. Where the battle rages, there the loyalty of the

soldier is proven, and to be steady on all the battle fronts besides is mere flight and

disgrace if be flinches at that point.”
Martin Luther

¢ In the Church ...
o Virtual Indifference to the Culture

“We must ask where we as evangelicals have been in the battle for truth and morality
in our culture. Have we as evangelicals been on the front lines contending for the
faith and confronting the moral breakdown over the last forty to sixty years? Most of
the evangelical world has not been active in the battle, or even been able to see that
we are in a battle ... . The last sixty years have given birth to a moral disaster, and
what have we done? Sadly we must say that the evangelical world has been part of
the disaster. More than this, the evangelical response itself bas been a disaster. Where
is the clear voice speaking to the crucial issues of the day with distinctively biblical,
Christian answers? With tears we must say it is not there and that a large segment of
the evangelical world has become seduced by the world spirit of this present age. And
more than this, we can expect the future to be a further disaster if the evangelical world
does not take a stand for biblical truth and morality in the full spectrum of life.”
Francis Schaeffer

o Practical Imitation of the World

“If we look at many of our evangelical leaders and at much of our evangelical literature
we find the same destructive views on divorce, extreme feminism, and even homosexuality
as we find in the world ... . Evangelicalism is deeply infiltrated with the world spirit of
our age when it comes to marriage and sexual morality ... . There are those who call
themselves evangelicals and who are among evangelical leadership who completely deny
the biblical pattern for male and female relationships in the home and church. There are
many who accept the idea of equality without distinction and deliberately set aside what
the Scriptures teach at this point. And there are others who call themselves evangelical
and then affirm the acceptability of homosexuality and even the idea of homosexual
‘marriage. ... The idea of absolute, autonomous freedom from God's boundaries flows
into the idea of equality without distinction, which flows into the denial of what it truly
means to be male and female, which flows into abortion and homosexuality, and the
destruction of the home and the family, and ultimately the destruction of our culture.”
Francis Schaeffer

o Immoral Conduct among Leaders
= Out of over 1,000 pastors anonymously surveyed ...
* 38% said they were divorced or currently in a divorce process.



* 30% said they had either been in an ongoing affair or a one-time
sexual encounter with a church member/attender.
= According to Barna and Focus on the Family Research ...
* As many as 50% of pastors marriages will end in divorce.
* Almost 40% of pastors admit that they have had an extra-marital
affair since beginning their ministry.
= Over 50% of pastors say they have visited pornography sites on the
Internet in the last year. Approximately 30% of pastors have done so in
the last month.
o Theological Battles among Denominations

“The deepest divisions separating evangelicals in America these days are not
differences over worship, or music, or church government, or free will, or divine
sovereignty, or gifts of the Holy Spirit. The deepest, most controversial matters

dividing evangelicals in America these days are differences over sex.”
Daniel Heimbach

= Anglicans attacking Anglicans

The Ten Commandments are based on “nothing less than the tribal prejudices,
stereotypes, and limited knowledge of the people who created them.” Biblical
sexual standards “need to be exposed immediately as immoral and ... removed
from the ethical guidelines that any of us today would seek to follow.”
Retired Bishop John Shelby Spong

= Methodists battling Methodists

= Baptists fighting Baptists

= Lutherans in turmoil

= Presbyterians dividing

= Catholics shocked and confused
o Liberal Approaches to Scripture

“The feminist movement in Western culture is engaged in the slow execution
of Christ and Yahweh. Yet very few of the women and men now working ...

[to change sexual morality] within Christianity and Judaism realize the extent of
their heresy ... . They understand themselves to be improving the practice of their
religions .. . I do not agree ... . The reforms that Christian and Jewish women are
proposing are major departures from tradition. When feminists succeed in changing the
position of women in Christianity and Judaism they will shake these religions to their roots.”
Naomi Goldenberg

“It is not persecution alone that we ought to fear, not those forces that in open warfare
range abroad to overthrow and defeat the servants of God. It is easy enough to be on
one’s guard when the danger is obvious; one can stir up one’s courage for the fight when
the Enemy shows himself in bis true colors. There is more need to fear and beware of
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the Enemy when he creeps up secretly, when he beguiles us by a show of peace and steals
forward by those hidden approaches which have earned him the name of the ‘Serpent. ...
Those whom he has failed to keep in the blindness of their old [pagan] ways he beguiles,
and leads them up a new road of illusion. He snatches away people from within the Church
herself, and while they think that coming close to the light they have now done with the
night of the world, he plunges them unexpectedly into darkness of another kind. They
still call themselves Christians after abandoning the Gospel of Christ and the observance
of His [moral] law; though walking in darkness they think they still enjoy the light.”
Cyprian

o Lack of Trust in God

Be appalled, O heavens, at this; be shocked, be utterly desolate, declares the LORD,
for my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living
waters, and hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns that can hold no water.

Jeremiah 2:12-13

The LORD said to me in the days of King Josiah: “Have you seen what she did, that
faithless one, Israel, how she went up on every high hill and under every green tree, and
there played the whore? And I thought, ‘After she has done all this she will return to me,

but she did not return, and her treacherous sister Judab saw it. She saw that for all the
adulteries of that faithless one, Israel, I had sent her away with a decree of divorce. Yet
her treacherous sister Judah did not fear, but she too went and played the whore. Because
she took her whoredom lightly, she polluted the land, committing adultery with stone
and tree. Yet for all this her treacherous sister Judah did not return to me with ber whole
heart, but in pretense, declares the LORD.” And the LORD said to me, “Faithless Israel
has shown herself more righteous than treacherous Judah. Go, and proclaim these words
toward the north, and say, “Return, faithless Israel, declares the LORD. I will not look
on you in anger, for I am merciful, declares the LORD; I will not be angry forever. Only
acknowledge your guilt, that you rebelled against the LORD your God and scattered your
favors among foreigners under every green tree, and that you have not obeyed my voice,
declares the LORD. Return, O faithless children, declares the LORD; for I am your master;
I will take you, one from a city and two from a family, and I will bring you to Zion.
And I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will feed you with knowledge
and understanding ...” A voice on the bare heights is heard, the weeping and pleading
of Israel’s sons because they have perverted their way; they have forgotten the LORD their
God. “Return, O faithless sons; I will beal your faithlessness.” “Behold, we come to you, for
you are the LORD our God ... . Truly in the LORD our God is the salvation of Israel.”
Jeremiah 3:6-23

“If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray
and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear
from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”

2 Chronicles 7:14
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® In the Home ...
o Struggling Marriages
o Single Parents
Hurting Children
Sexual Confusion
Abdication of Responsibility
Abuse of Authority

o

o O ©

“The stakes in the current conflict over sex are more critical, more central, and more
essential than in any controversy the church has ever known. This is a momentous
statement, but I make it soberly, without exaggeration. Conflict over sex these days is not
Jjust challenging tradition, orthodoxy, and respect for authority in areas such as ordination,
marriage, and gender roles. And it does not just affect critically important doctrines like
the sanctity of human life, the authority and trustworthiness of scripture, the Trinity,
and the incarnation of Christ. Rather, war over sex among Christians is now raging over
absolutely essential matters of faith without which no one can truly be a Christian in the
first place—matters such as sin, salvation, the gospel, and the identify of God himself.”
Daniel Heimbach

So Why Are We Here?

* We want the gospel to captivate our families.

o We are involved in a spiritual war.

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.

Ephesians 6:12

Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.

1 Peter 5:8

o We are equipped with spiritual weapons .

For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh.
For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to
destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against
the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ
2 Corinthians 10:3-5

* We want the gospel to be evident in our marriages.
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“Iherefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to
his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” This mystery is profound,
and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church.

Ephesians 5:31-32

We want the gospel to be celebrated

in our sexuality.

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and
female he created them. And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful
and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the
sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the
earth.” And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on
the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for

food. And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything

that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green

plant for food.” And it was so. And God saw everything that he had made, and behold,
it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
Genesis 1:27-31

Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to bis wife, and they
shall become one flesh. And the man and bis wife were both naked and were not ashamed.
Genesis 2:24-25

* We want the gospel to spread to all families.

“I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will

curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
Genesis 12:3

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before
the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with

a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”
Revelation 7:9-10

o We want to make disciples of all nations.

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I

have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age”
Matthew 28:19-20

o We want to make disciples of succeeding generations
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Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your ears to the words of my mouth! I
will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings from of old, things that we
have heard and known, that our fathers have told us. We will not hide them from their
children, but tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds of the LORD, and his might,
and the wonders that he bas done. He established a testimony in Jacob and appointed
a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers to teach to their children, that the
next generation might know them, the children yet unborn, and arise and tell them
to their children, so that they should set their hope in God and not forget the works of
God, but keep his commandments; and that they should not be like their fathers ...
Psalm 78:1-8

o We want to make disciples through the church .

He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter replied, “You
are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed
are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but
my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I
will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. I will give
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”
Matthew 16:15-19

= We must be careful not to exalt the family and ignore the
church.
= We must be careful not to exalt the church  and ignore the family.

= Remember the key distinctions ...
¢ The family includes non-Christians ...
o But the church includes only Christians.

“For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against ber mother,
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. And a person’s enemies will be those
of his own household. Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy
of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.”
Matthew 10:35-37

Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters
or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, who will not
receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers

and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life.”
Mark 10:29-30

¢ The family is a temporary institution ...
o But the church is an eternal institution.
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“For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage,
but are like angels in heaven.”
Matthew 22:30

“For there are eunuchs who have been so from birth, and there are eunuchs who have
been made eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs
for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Let the one who is able to receive this receive it.”

Matthew 19:12

* The family has a unique responsibility for members in
the home ...

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and
mother” (this is the first commandment with a promise), “that it may go well with
you and that you may live long in the land.” Fathers, do not provoke your children
to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.
Ephesians 6:1-4

But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members of
his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.
1 Timothy 5:8

o But the church has a shared responsibility for
members in the body.

Do not rebuke an older man but encourage him as you would a father,
younger men as brothers, older women as mothers, younger women
as sisters, in all purity. Honor widows who are truly widows.

1 Timothy 5:1-3

The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to
the feet, “I have no need of you.” On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem
to be weaker are indispensable, and on those parts of the body that we think less
honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated
with greater modesty, which our more presentable parts do not require. But God

has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, that there
may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for
one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all
rejoice together. Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.
1 Corinthians 12:21-27

* The family has a role in the Great Commission ...
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After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. And he found a Jew named Aquila, a
native of Pontus, recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had
commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. And he went to see them, and because he was of
the same trade he stayed with them and worked, for they were tentmakers by trade. And
he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and tried to persuade Jews and Greeks.
Acts 18:1-4

o But the church is responsible for the Great
Commission,

While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter)
and Andrew bis brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And be said
to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Immediately they left their nets

and followed him. And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of
Zebedee and Jobn his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets,

and be called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.
Matthew 4:18-22

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed
them. And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. And Jesus
came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
Matthew 28:16-20

So What Shall We Do?
e Let’s listen to God’s Word .

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction,
and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for
every good work. I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge
the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be
ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience
and teaching. For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching,
but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own
passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.

2 Timothy 3:16-4:4

o The Word is my only source of authority
= A preacher’s authority is NOT personal.
= A preacher’s authority is NOT organizational.
= A preacher’s authority is NOT intellectual.
= A preacher’s authority is NOT psychological.
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= A preacher’s authority is NOT experiential.
= A preacher’s authority is ONLY biblical.

o The Word is our ultimate source of accountability .
= We are accountable before God to hear the Word.

Thus says the LORD: “Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool; what is the house
that you would build for me, and what is the place of my rest? All these things my hand has
made, and so all these things came to be, declares the LORD. But this is the one to whom
T will look: he who is humble and contrite in spirit and trembles at my word. “He who
slaughters an ox is like one who kills a man; he who sacrifices a lamb, like one who breaks
a dog’s neck; he who presents a grain offering, like one who offers pig's blood; he who makes
a memorial offering of frankincense, like one who blesses an idol. These have chosen their
own ways, and their soul delights in their abominations; I also will choose harsh treatment
for them and bring their fears upon them, because when I called, no one answered, when
I spoke, they did not listen; but they did what was evil in my eyes and chose that in
which I did not delight.” Hear the word of the LORD, you who tremble at his word ...
Isaiah 66:1-5

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.
Romans 10:17

= We are accountable before God to teach the Word.

You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus,
and what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses
entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.

2 Timothy 2:1-2

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing
one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.
Colossians 3:16

= We are accountable before God to obey the Word.

Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: “Add your burnt offerings to your sacrifices,
and eat the flesh. For in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, I did not
speak to your fathers or command them concerning burnt offerings and sacrifices. But

this command I gave them: ‘Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and you shall be my

people. And walk in all the way that I command you, that it may be well with you.
Jeremiah 7:21-23

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is
a hearer of the word and not a doer, be is like a man who looks intently at his natural
face in a mirror. For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he
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was like. But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres,
being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.
James 1:22-25

e Let'slean on God’s grace .

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in
the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God

and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and

to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.
Titus 2:11-14

o His grace covers our past .

Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inberit the kingdom of
God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor
drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inberit the kingdom of God. And
such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

1 Corinthians 6:9-11

= Run to the cross.

And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your
flesh, God made alive together with him, baving forgiven us all our trespasses,
by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands.
This be set aside, nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers and authorities
and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him.

Colossians 2:13-15

= Rest at the cross.

The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever. He does not deal with

us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the

heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;

as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us.
Psalm 103:8-12

. Rejoice in the cross.

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law
of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death.
Romans 8:1-2
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o His grace empowers our present.

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ
who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
Galatians 2:20

o His grace guarantees our future .

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us,
even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—Dby
grace you have been saved—and raised us up with him and seated us with him
in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show
the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
Ephesians 2:4-7

® Let’s live for God’s glory .

So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
Give no offense to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God, just as I try to
please everyone in everything I do, not seeking my own advantage, but that
of many, that they may be saved. Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.
1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1

o Let’s learn how ...
= God has ordained our families to demonstrate His fame.
»  God has designed our marriages to reflect His mercy .
= God has created our sexuality to display His supremacy.
o Let’s leave with ...
= A deep-seated longing to live for God’s honor in our homes.

“And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve,
whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the
Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”
Joshua 24:15

= A death-defying passion to live for God’s praise among all peoples.

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us, that your
way may be known on earth, your saving power among all nations. Let the peoples
praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you! Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth. Let the peoples
praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you! The earth has yielded its increase;
God, our God, shall bless us. God shall bless us; let all the ends of the earth fear him!
Psalm 67
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* We have a great God

Declare bis glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples! For
great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; he is to be feared above all gods. For all
the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the LORD made the heavens. Splendor
and majesty are before him; strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. Ascribe to the
LORD, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength! Ascribe to

the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering, and come into his courts! Worship
the LORD in the splendor of holiness; tremble before him, all the earth! Say among the
nations, “The LORD reigns! Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved; he

will judge the peoples with equity.” Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let
the sea roar, and all that fills it; let the field exult, and everything in it! Then shall all
the trees of the forest sing for joy before the LORD, for he comes, for he comes to judge
the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness, and the peoples in bis faithfulness.

DPsalm 96:3-13

* We have a great gospel

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone
who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God

is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”
Romans 1:16-17

o There is hope for the hurting!

“Come to me, all who labor and are beavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take

my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and

you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light”
Matthew 11:28-30

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper
time he may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.
1 Peter 5:6-7

o There is love for the lost!

“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”
Luke 19:10

o There is beauty for the battered!

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring good
news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the
captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the year of the
LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to grant
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to those who mourn in Zion—to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil
of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they
may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified.
Isaiah 61:1-3 (see also Luke 4:17-19)

o He makes the weak strong!

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
Psalm 46:1

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power
of Christ may rest upon me. For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses,
insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

2 Corinthians 12:9-10

o He makes the unclean clean!

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according
to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me
thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin!
Psalm 51:1-2

“L I am he who blots out your transgressions for my own sake,
and I will not remember your sins.”
Isaiah 43:25

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, e is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold,
the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and
gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of
reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making bis appeal through
us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him
to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
2 Corinthians 5:17-21

o He makes the dead live !

Jesus said to ber, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though
he die, yet shall be live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.”
John 11:25-26

So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self
is being renewed day by day. For this light momentary affliction is preparing
for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to
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the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that
are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.
2 Corinthians 4:16-18

And I beard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place
of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and
God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from
their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor
crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” And he
who was seated on the throne said, “Bebold, I am making all things new.”
Revelation 21:3-5

So What Is Our Plan?

Gospel Foundations

o The Character of God

o The Sinfulness of Man

o The Sufhiciency of Christ

o The Necessity of Faith

o The Urgency of Eternity
God’s Design

o The Gospel and Sexuality

o The Gospel and Marriage

o The Gospel and Parenting

o The Gospel and the Orphan

o The Gospel and Singleness

o The Gospel and the Widow
Man'’s Distortion

o The Gospel and Divorce

o The Gospel and Homosexuality

o The Gospel and Abortion

o The Gospel and Polygamy

o The Gospel and Pornography
Special Issues

o Sexual Distinction in the Church

o Sexual Sin in the Church

o Sexual Satisfaction in Marriage
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GOSPEL FOUNDATIONS

“The gospel isn’t one class among many that you'll attend during your life as a
Christian—the gospel is the whole building where all the classes take place! Rightly
approached, all the topics you'll study and focus on as a believer will be offered to
you ‘within the walls” of the glorious gospel ... . [Nothing in the Christian life]
can be rightly understood apart from God's grace through Jesus” death. They,
and indeed all topics, should be studied through the lens of the gospel.”

C.J. Mahaney

“The gospel is not only the most important message in all of history; it is the only essential
message in all of history. Yet we allow thousands of professing Christians to live their
entire lives without clearly understanding it and experiencing the joy of living in it.”
Jerry Bridges

“The gospel cannot be preached and heard enough, for it cannot be grasped
well enough ... Moreover, our greatest task is to keep you faithful to
this article and to bequeath this treasure to you when we die”
Martin Luther

But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although
the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it—the righteousness of God through faith
in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a ift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by bis
blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in bhis divine
forbearance he bad passed over former sins. It was to show his righteousness at the
present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
Romans 3:21-26

The Gospel is the good news that the just and gracious God of the universe has
looked upon hopelessly sinful people and sent His Son, Jesus Christ, God in the flesh,
to bear His wrath against sin on the cross and to show His power over sin in the
resurrection so that all who have faith in Him will be reconciled to God forever.

The Character of God
The Sinfulness of Man
The Sufficiency of Christ
The Necessity of Faith
The Urgency of Eternity

The Character of God

The Gospel is the good news that the just and gracious God of the universe has
looked upon hopelessly sinful people and sent His Son, Jesus Christ, God in the flesh,
to bear His wrath against sin on the cross and to show His power over sin in the
resurrection so that all who bave faith in Him will be reconciled to God forever.
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* Heis our Creator .

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.
Genesis 1:1

Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator
of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable.
Isaiah 40:28

o We belong to Him.

“I am the LORD, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your King”
Isaiah 43:15

For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible
and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—
all things were created through him and for him.
Colossians 1:16

¢ Heis our [udge .

The LORD judges the peoples; judge me, O LORD, according to my
righteousness and according to the integrity that is in me.
Psalm 7:8

But the LORD of hosts is exalted in justice, and the Holy
God shows himself holy in righteousness.
Isaiah 5:16

o We are accountable to Him.

He will render to each one according to his works: to those who by patience in well-
doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life; but for those
who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will
be wrath and fury. There will be tribulation and distress for every human being who
does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek, but glory and honor and peace for everyone
who does good, the Jew first and also the Greek. For God shows no partiality.
Romans 2:6-11

* Heis our Savior .

“I, I am the LORD, and besides me there is no savior.”
Isaiah 43:11

o We need Him.
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“But I am the LORD your God from the land of Egypt; you know
no God but me, and besides me there is no savior.”
Hosea 13:4

The Sinfulness of Man

The Gospel is the good news that the just and gracious God of the universe bas
looked upon hopelessly sinful people and sent His Son, Jesus Christ, God in the
flesh, to bear His wrath against sin on the cross and to show His power over sin in
the resurrection so that all who have faith in Him will be reconciled to God forever.

* We are morally evil .

And when the LORD smelled the pleasing aroma, the LORD said in his beart, “T will
never again curse the ground because of man, for the intention of man’s heart is evil from
his youth. Neither will I ever again strike down every living creature as I have done.”
Genesis 8:21

Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.
Psalm 51:5

“If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much
more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
Luke 11:13

* We are spiritually sick.

But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no
need of a physician, but those who are sick.”
Matthew 9:12

* We are slaves to sin.

Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone
who commits sin is a slave to sin.”

John 8:34

Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are
slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience,
which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of
sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were
committed, and, baving been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness.
I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you
once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to
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more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to
sanctification. For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.
Romans 6:16-20

... and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare
of the devil, after being captured by him to do his will.
2 Timothy 2:26

* We are blinded to truth .

In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them
from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
2 Corinthians 4:4

The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to
him, and be is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.
1 Corinthians 2:14

They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God
because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their bardness of heart.
Ephesians 4:18

* We are children of wrath.

... among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of
the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.
Ephesians 2:3

You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with
God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.
James 4:4

For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his
Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.
Romans 5:10
® We are spiritually dead .

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins ...
Ephesians 2:1

Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death
through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned ...
Romans 5:12
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«ve for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Awake, O
sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”
Ephesians 5:14

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 6:23

The Sufficiency of Christ

The Gospel is the good news that the just and gracious God of the universe has looked
upon hopelessly sinful people and sent His Son, Jesus Christ, God in the flesh, to
bear His wrath against sin on the cross and to show His power over sin in the
resurrection so that all who have faith in Him will be reconciled to God forever.

e His life displayed the righteousness of God.

He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth.
1 DPeter 2:22

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,
but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.
Hebrews 4:15

“Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me?”
John 8:46

e His death satisfied the wrath of God.
Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much
more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God.
Romans 5:9
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that
in him we might become the righteousness of God.

2 Corinthians 5:21

e His resurrection demonstrated the power of God.

For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have been filled in him, who
is the head of all rule and authority. In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision
made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ,
having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through
faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. And you, who were
dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together
with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood
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against us with its legal demands. This be set aside, nailing it to the cross. He disarmed
the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him.
Colossians 2:9-15

The Necessity of Faith

o The Gospel is the good news that the just and gracious God of the universe
has looked upon hopelessly sinful people and sent His Son, Jesus Christ, God
in the flesh, to bear His wrath against sin on the cross and to show His power
over sin in the resurrection so that all who have faith in Him will be reconciled
to God forever.

e Christ is the basis of our salvation.

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us,
even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—Dby
grace you have been saved—and raised us up with him and seated us with him
in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show
the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
Ephesians 2:4-7

e Faith is the means of our salvation.

We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; yet we know that a person
is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also
have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not

by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified.
Galatians 2:15-16

o By initial faith in Christ, we are made right before God the Father.

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Romans 5:1

For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more,
now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. More than that, we also rejoice in
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.
Romans 5:10-11

= We experience new birth .
Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit,
he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that

which is born of the “Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, “You must be born
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again. The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
Jobn 3:5-8

* God opens our eyes.

Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is
born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
John 3:3

* God changes our heart .

But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved
us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he
poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified
by bis grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
Titus 3:4-7

«vv since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of
imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God ...
1 Peter 1:23

* God enables our belief.

“No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws
him. And I will raise him up on the last day.”
John 6:44

When they heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified God, saying,
“Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.”
Acts 11:18

And when they arrived and gathered the church together, they declared all that God
had done with them, and how he bad opened a door of faith to the Gentiles.
Acts 14:27

“ .. and be made no distinction between us and them,
having cleansed their hearts by faith.”
Acts 15:9

One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira,
a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord
opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul.

Acts 16:14
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o By His grace, we turn from our sin and ourselves.

And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
Acts 2:38

“Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out ...”
Acts 3:19

o By His grace, we trust in Jesus as Savior and Lord.

“Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made
him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”
Acts 2:36

And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.”
Acts 16:31

If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
Romans 10:9

o By continual faith in Christ, we now walk with God as our Friend.

“No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know
what bis master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that
I have beard from my Father I have made known to you.”
John 15:15

= We experience new life .

But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we too were found to be sinners,
is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly not! For if I rebuild what I tore down, I
prove myself to be a transgressor. For through the law I died to the law, so that I
might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but
Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son
of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. I do not nullify the grace of God,
for if righteousness were through the law, then Christ died for no purpose.
Galatians 2:17-21

Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments is a liar,
and the truth is not in him, but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love
of God is perfected. By this we may know that we are in him: whoever says
he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked.

1 John 2:4-6
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* Works are the evidence of our salvation.

What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can
that faith save him? If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and
one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the
things needed for the body, what good is that? So also faith by itself, if it does not have
works, is dead. But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your
faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. You believe
that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! Do you want to
be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless> Was not Abraham
our father justified by works when he offered up bis son Isaac on the altar? You see that
faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his works; and the
Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as
righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God. You see that a person is justified by
works and not by faith alone. And in the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute
justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way?
For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead.
James 2:14-26

o Faith creates works.

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence
but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling,
for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.
Philippians 2:12-13

o Works complete faith.

To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of
his calling and may fulfill every resolve for good and every work of faith by his
power, so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you
in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

2 Thessalonians 1:11-12

»  God glorifies Himself in salvation that is free.
“For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light,
lest his works should be exposed. But whoever does what is true comes to the light,
so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.”

John 3:20-21

»  God glorifies Himself in lives that are full.
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“In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see
your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”
Matthew 5:16

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came
that they may have life and have it abundantly.
John 10:10

* The basis (Christ), the means (faith), and the evidence (works) of our salvation are

all only possible by the grace of God.

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your
own doings it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may
boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
Ephesians 2:8-10

For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I
persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and
his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than
any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me.
1 Corinthians 15:9-10

To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the
glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. Him we proclaim, warning
everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in

Christ. For this I toil, struggling with all bis energy that he powerfully works within me.
Colossians 1:27-29

* The basis (Christ), the means (faith), and the evidence (works) of our salvation are
all ultimately involved in judgment before God.

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord, will enter the kingdom of
heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.”
Matthew 7:21

“But the one who endures to the end will be saved.”
Matthew 24:13

He will render to each one according to his works: to those who by patience in well-doing
seek for glory and honor and immortality, be will give eternal life; but for those who are self-
seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury.
Romans 2:6-8
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«vv he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by bis death, in order to present you holy
and blameless and above reproach before him, if indeed you continue in the faith, stable
and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been
proclaimed in all creation under beaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister.
Colossians 1:22-23

Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this,
for by so doing you will save both yourself and your hearers.
1 Timothy 4:16

“Iherefore, O King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision,
but declared first to those in Damascus, then in Jerusalem and throughout
all the region of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that they should repent and
turn to God, performing deeds in keeping with their repentance.”
Acts 26:19-20

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and bis angels. For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was
thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked
and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me. Then they also
will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked

or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ Then he will answer them, saying,

“Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to
me. And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

Matthew 25:41-46

The Urgency of Eternity

The Gospel is the good news that the just and gracious God of the universe has
looked upon hopelessly sinful people and sent His Son, Jesus Christ, God in the flesh,
to bear His wrath against sin on the cross and to show His power over sin in the
resurrection so that all who have faith in Him will be reconciled to God forever.

* Heavenisa glorious reality for those who trust in Christ.

“For God so loved the world, that he gave bis only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”
John 3:16

But our citizenship is in beaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body,
by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself.
Philippians 3:20-21

* Hellisa dreadful reality for those who die without Christ.
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Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From bis presence
earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, great
and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was
opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in
the books, according to what they had done. And the sea gave up the dead who were
in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged,
each one of them, according to what they had done. Then Death and Hades were
thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone’s
name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
Revelation 20:11-15

* The Gospel demands a decision .
o Will you turn from Jesus?
= Live without Christ now.
= Die without Christ forever.
o Or will you turn to Jesus?
= Die with Christ now.
= Live with Christ forever.

This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered worthy
of the kingdom of God, for which you are also suffering-- since indeed God considers
it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to grant relief to you who are
afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty
angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on
those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will suffer the punishment
of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his
might, when he comes on that day to be glorified in bis saints, and to be marveled
at among all who have believed, because our testimony to you was believed.
2 Thessalonians 1:5-10
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GOD’S DESIGN

The Gospel and Sexuality
The Gospel and Marriage
The Gospel and Parenting
The Gospel and the Orphan
The Gospel and Singleness
The Gospel and the Widow

The Gospel and Sexuality

“The tendency today is to stress the equality of men and women by minimizing the
unique significance of our maleness or femaleness. But this depreciation of male and
female personhood is a great loss. It is taking a tremendous toll on generations of
young men and women who do not know what it means to be a man or a woman.
Confusion over the meaning of sexual personhood today is epidemic. The consequence
of this confusion is not a free and bappy harmony among gender-free persons relating
on the basis of abstract competencies. The consequence rather is more divorce, more
homosexuality, more sexual abuse, more promiscuity, more social awkwardness, and
more emotional distress and suicide that come with the loss of God-given identity.”

Jobn Piper

“Throughout the millennia of human history, up until the past two decades or so,
people took for granted that the differences between men and women were so obvious
as to need no comment. They accepted the way things were. But our easy assumptions

have been assailed and confused, we have lost our bearings in a fog of rhetoric about
something called equality, so that I find myself in the uncomfortable position of having
to belabor to educated people what was once perfectly obvious to the simplest peasant.”
Elisabeth Elliot

Why Is Sexuality So Important?

This issue shapes our comprehension of God .
This issue impacts our understanding of the gospel.
This issue reflects our confidence in Scripture .

'This issue affects our conduct in the church.
'This issue determines our behavior in the home.
o How we love our spouses.
o How we train our children .
o How we thrive as singles.

Three Initial Foundations ...

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the
livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
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So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and
female be created them. And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful
and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and bave dominion over the fish of the
sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the
earth” And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on
the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for
food. And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything
that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green
plant for food” And it was so. And God saw everything that he had made, and behold,
it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
Genesis 1:26-31

* God created men and women with equal dignity.
o We all resemble God.

He who planted the ear, does he not hear? He who formed the eye, does he not see?
Psalm 94:9

o We all represent God.

King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, whose height was sixty cubits and its
breadth six cubits. He set it up on the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. Then
King Nebuchadnezzar sent to gather the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the
counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces
to come to the dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.
Daniel 3:1-2

o We all have the capacity to relate to God.

The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it
and keep it. And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely
eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”
Genesis 2:15-17

When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you
have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of bim, and the son of man that you
care for him? Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned
him with glory and honor. You have given him dominion over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under his feet, all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field,
the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the seas.
Psalm 8:3-8

o We all have personal responsibility before God.
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He will render to each one according to his works ...
Romans 2:6

* God created men and women with different roles.

Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him
a helper fit for him.” Now out of the ground the LORD God had formed every beast of the
field and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to see what he would
call them. And whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. The
man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the
field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. So the LORD God caused a
deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while e slept took one of his ribs and closed up its
place with flesh. And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a
woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.”
Genesis 2:18-23

o Man and woman complement one another.
= Man was created to be the head

But I want you to understand that the head of every man is Christ, the
head of a wife is her husband, and the head of Christ is God.
1 Corinthians 11:3

For the busband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the
head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior.
Ephesians 5:23

= Woman was created to be the helper .

Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone;
I will make him a helper fit for him.”
Genesis 2:18

The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every
beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him.
Genesis 2:20

= Man was created to exercise loving authority over woman.

= Woman was created to extend glad submission to man.
o Are you sure about that?

= The order of creation.

I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man; rather,
she is to remain quiet. For Adam was formed first, then Eve ...
1 Timothy 2:12-13

-36 -



For man was not made from woman, but woman from man.
1 Corinthians 11:8

= The design of creation.

And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he
made into a woman and brought her to the man.
Genesis 2:22

= The naming of woman.

Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.”
Genesis 2:23

= The naming of the human race.

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God
he created him; male and female he created them.
Genesis 1:27

This is the book of the generations of Adam. When God created man, he
made him in the likeness of God. Male and female be created them, and
he blessed them and named them Man when they were created.
Genesis 5:1-2

= The representation of man.

Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through
sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned—for sin indeed was in
the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law.
Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not
like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come.
Romans 5:12-14

For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.
1 Corinthians 15:22

= The responsibility of man.

And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in
the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD
God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?”
Genesis 3:8-9
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= The effect of sin.

To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you
shall bring forth children. Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule
over you.” And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your
wife and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, “You shall not eat of it,
cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your
life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of

the field. By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground,

for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
Genesis 3:16-19

e This is not an introduction of new roles.
e This is a distortion of previous roles.

= The redemption of sinners.

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the
wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. Now as
the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands.
Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave bimself up for ber ...
Ephesians 5:22-25

* God created men and women as a reflection of the Trinity .

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the
livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
Genesis 1:26

o The persons of the Trinity are equally divine.

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.
Genesis 1:1

He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and
he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification
for sins, be sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high ...
Hebrews 1:3

<+ waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great
God and Savior Jesus Christ ...
Titus 2:13

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through
him, and without him was not any thing made that was made.

Jobn 1:1-3
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But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and
to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the land? While it remained unsold, did
it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? Why is it
that you have contrived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to man but to God.”
Acts 5:3-4

o The persons of the Trinity are positionally different
= The Father has authority over the Son.

Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him
who sent me and to accomplish his work.”
John 4:34

Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was
raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.
Romans 8:34

Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt
from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand
of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him.

1 Peter 3:21-22

= The Son is subject to the Father.

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he
was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped,
but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of
men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient
to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him
and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Philippians 2:5-11

But I want you to understand that the head of every man is Christ, the

head of a wife is ber husband, and the head of Christ is God.
1 Corinthians 11:3

o This is loving authority and glad submission in the context of beautiful
relationship.

So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord,
but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son does
likewise. For the Father loves the Son and shows him all that he bimself is doing. And
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greater works than these will he show him, so that you may marvel. For as the Father raises
the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will. The Father judges no
one, but has given all judgment to the Son, that all may honor the Son, just as they honor
the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him.”
John 5:19-23

[Three Initial Foundations ...]

* God created men and women with equal dignity.

* God created men and women with different roles.

* God created men and women as a reflection of the Trinity.

Three Initial Conclusions ...
e All of this is good for us.

And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good.
And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Genesis 1:31
o Unity in diversity: We are attracted _ to one another by our differences.
o Equality amidst intimacy: We honor one another as we enjoy one

another.

Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to bis wife, and they
shall become one flesh. And the man and bis wife were both naked and were not ashamed.
Genesis 2:24-25

e All of this is glorifying to God.
o We reflect His character.

I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come? My
help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth.
Psalm 121:1-2

» Heis our Head.
= Heis our Helper.
o We trust His Word.
o All of this is the essence of the gospel .

“Iherefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to
his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” This mystery is profound,
and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church.
Ephesians 5:31-32

o Christ is our sacrificial groom.
= He died to save us.
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o We are His submissive bride.

o We live to serve Him.
o God has designed the headship of men and the help of women to display
the glory of Christ in the salvation of the church.

Sin and Sexuality ...

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God
had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, You shall not eat of any tree
in the garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees
in the garden, but God said, You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst
of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.” But the serpent said to the woman,
“You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened,
and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree
was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired
to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband
who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that
they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.
Genesis 3:1-7

¢ Sin’s Effect on Men ...

o Passive: Spineless abdication of his responsibility.

And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of
every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”
Genesis 2:16-17

o Aggressive: Selfish abuse of his authority.

To the woman be said, “T will surely multiply your pain in childbearingsin pain you shall
bring forth children. Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.”
Genesis 3:16

o He will experience pain in his role of breadwinning.

And to Adam be said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and
have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, “You shall not eat of it, cursed
is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the
field. By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground,
for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
Genesis 3:17-19

e Sin’s Effect on Women ...
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o Passive: Spineless dismissal of any responsibility.
o Aggressive: Selfish defiance against authority.

To the woman be said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall
bring forth children. Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.”
Genesis 3:16

“If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is
crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it.”
Genesis 4:7

o She will experience pain in her role of childbearing.

Salvation and Sexuality ...
* God’s Grace ...
o God seeks the guilty.

And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in
the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD
God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?”
Genesis 3:8-9

o God covers the shameful.

And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.
Genesis 3:21

o God protects the fearful.

Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in
knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree
of life and eat, and live forever—" therefore the LORD God sent him out from
the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. He drove out
the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a
flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life.
Genesis 3:22-24

o God promises the Savior.

“I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring
and ber offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”
Genesis 3:15

= Satan will be trampled.
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= Christ will triumph .

The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living.
Genesis 3:20

* Man’s Response ...
o Man’s primary responsibility is to lead
= For the good of woman.
= For the glory of Christ.
o Man is accountable to God for ...
= Protection of his wife.

= Provision in the home.
* Woman's Response ...
o Woman'’s primary responsibility is to support
= Through a humble disposition that yields to man’s leadership.
= With ultimate devotion to following Christ’s leadership.

Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some
do not obey the word, they may be won without a word by the conduct
of their wives, when they see your respectful and pure conduct.

1 Peter 3:1-2

o Woman is accountable to God for ...
= Affirmation of her husband.

= Nurture in the home.

Applying the Gospel to our Sexuality ...
* Men ...
o Initiate humble, hard-working leadership ...

“A Christian man is obligated to lead bis family to the best of bis ability ... If his
family bas purchased too many items on credit, then the financial crunch is ultimately
his fault. If the family never reads the Bible or seldom goes to church on Sunday,
God holds the man to blame. If the children are disrespectful and disobedient, the
primary responsibility lies with the father ... not his wife ... In my view, America’s
greatest need is for husbands to begin guiding their families, rather than pouring
every physical and emotional resource into the mere acquisition of money.”
James Dobson

= In spiritual devotion.
= In marital duties (or potential marital duties).
= In parental discipline.

Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them
up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.
Epbhesians 6:4
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= In essential decisions.
» Amidst inevitable disagreements.

o By the grace of Christ, lay down your life to ...
= Honor women.

Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way,
showing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with
you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered.

1 DPeter 3:7
= Train boys to be men.
* Women ...
o Incline yourselves toward wise, willing submission ...

= To God in constant prayer.
= To men in certain positions.

o For the glory of Christ, live in a way that ...
= Demonstrates godly respect for men.
= Shows girls how to be women.

* Men and Women ...

o Look forward to the day when our lives will be redeemed.

o Look forward to the day when our relationships will be made right.
= Jesus died to make us the men and women God

created us to be.
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GOD’S DESIGN

¢ The Gospel and Sexuality

* The Gospel and Marriage
* The Gospel and Parenting

* The Gospel and the Orphan
* The Gospel and Singleness
* The Gospel and the Widow

The Gospel and Marriage

Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold
fast to bis wife, and they shall become one flesh.
Genesis 2:24

“But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.
“Therefore a man shall leave bis father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and
the two shall become one flesh. So they are no longer two but one flesh.”
Mark 10:6-8

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of
the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior.
Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their
husbands. Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up
for ber, that he might sanctify ber, baving cleansed her by the washing of water with
the word, so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or
wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. In the same way
husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself.
For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does
the church, because we are members of bis body. “Iherefore a man shall leave his father
and mother and hold fast to bis wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” This mystery
is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. However, let each
one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.
Ephesians 5:22-33

Gospel Foundations ...
* The glory of God is the ultimate aim of marriage.

Ob, magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together!
Psalm 34:3

o Marriage exists for God more than it exists for you.
o The ultimate starting point of marriage:

= Not, “What is best for me?”

= Instead,“What is best for God ke
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Lead me in the path of your commandments, for I delight in it. Incline
my heart to your testimonies, and not to selfish gain! Turn my eyes
from looking at worthless things; and give me life in your ways.
Psalm 119:35-37

He who finds a wife finds a good thing and obtains favor from the LORD.
Proverbs 18:22

o The most significant question in marriage:
= Is Jesus the Lord of your life?

Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, “If anyone
comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children
and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.
Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.”
Luke 14:25-27

= This text is not about marital abandonment.
= This text is about superior affection

* The grace of God is the ultimate hope for marriage.

o The major problem in every marriage: sin.

As it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks
for God. All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does
good, not even one. Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive.
The venom of asps is under their lips. Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.
Their feet are swift to shed blood; in their paths are ruin and misery, and the way
of peace they have not known. There is no fear of God before their eyes.”
Romans 3:10-18

o The major solution for any marriage: a Savior .

But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit
is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from
the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also
give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.
Romans 8:10-11

* The gospel of God is the ultimate picture in marriage.
“For your Maker is your husband, the LORD of hosts is his name; and the Holy One
of Israel is your Redeemer, the God of the whole earth he is called. For the LORD has

called you like a wife deserted and grieved in spirit, like a wife of youth when she is
cast off, says your God. For a brief moment I deserted you, but with great compassion
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T will gather you. In overflowing anger for a moment I hid my face from you, but with
everlasting love I will have compassion on you,” says the LORD, your Redeemer.
Isaiah 54:5-8

You shall no more be termed Forsaken, and your land shall no more be termed Desolate,
but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, and your land Married; for the LORD
delights in you, and your land shall be married. For as a young man marries a young
woman, so shall your sons marry you, and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so
shall your God rejoice over you. On your walls, O Jerusalem, I have set watchmen; all the
day and all the night they shall never be silent. You who put the LORD in remembrance,
take no rest, and give him no rest until be establishes Jerusalem and makes it a praise
in the earth. The LORD has sworn by bis right hand and by bis mighty arm ...
ILsaiah 62:4-8

For I feel a divine jealousy for you, since I betrothed you to one
husband, to present you as a pure virgin to Christ.
2 Corinthians 11:2

o Wives give a picture of the church to the world.
o Husbands give a picture of Christ to the world.

Gospel Instructions ...
¢ The roles ...

o As Christ relates to the church, the husband is the head of his wife.

And the elders of Gilead said to Jephthab, “That is why we have turned to you now,
that you may go with us and fight against the Ammonites and be our head over all the
inhabitants of Gilead.” Jephthab said to the elders of Gilead, “If you bring me home again
to fight against the Ammonites, and the LORD gives them over to me, I will be your head.”
Judges 11:8-9

«v« that be worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at bis right
hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion,
and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. And
he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church ...
Ephesians 1:20-22

But I want you to understand that the head of every man is Christ, the
head of a wife is ber husband, and the head of Christ is God.
1 Corinthians 11:3

o As the church relates to Christ, the wife is the helper for her
husband.
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Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should
be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.”
Genesis 2:18

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the

wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. Now as

the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands.
Ephesians 5:22-24

* The wife’s responsibilities ...

An excellent wife who can find? She is far more precious than jewels. The heart of her
husband trusts in her, and he will have no lack of gain. She does him good, and not harm,
all the days of her life. She seeks wool and flax, and works with willing hands. She is like
the ships of the merchant; she brings her food from afar. She rises while it is yet night
and provides food for her household and portions for her maidens. She considers a field
and buys it; with the fruit of her hands she plants a vineyard. She dresses berself with
strength and makes her arms strong. She perceives that her merchandise is profitable.
Her lamp does not go out at night. She puts her bands to the distaff, and her hands hold
the spindle. She opens her hand to the poor and reaches out her hands to the needy. She
is not afraid of snow for her household, for all her household are clothed in scarlet. She
makes bed coverings for herself; her clothing is fine linen and purple. Her husband is
known in the gates when he sits among the elders of the land. She makes linen garments
and sells them; she delivers sashes to the merchant. Strength and dignity are ber clothing,
and she laughs at the time to come. She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching
of kindness is on her tongue. She looks well to the ways of her household and does not
eat the bread of idleness. Her children rise up and call her blessed; ber husband also,
and he praises ber: “Many women have done excellently, but you surpass them all”
Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the LORD is to be
praised. Give ber of the fruit of ber bands, and let her works praise her in the gates.
Proverbs 31:10-31

o Revere Christ through submission to your husband.

Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
Colossians 3:18

Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey
the word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, when they
see your respectful and pure conduct. Do not let your adorning be external—the
braiding of bair and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you wear—but
let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty
of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very precious. For this is how
the holy women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves, by submitting to
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their own husbands, as Sarah obeyed Abrabam, calling him lord. And you are
her children, if you do good and do not fear anything that is frightening.
1 Peter 3:1-6

Older women likewise are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers or slaves to
much wine. They are to teach what is good, and so train the young women to love
their husbands and children, to be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind, and
submissive to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be reviled.
Titus 2:3-5

o Respect your husband.

However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and
let the wife see that she respects her husband.
Ephesians 5:33

¢ The husband’s responsibilities ...
o Reflect Christ through sacrifice for your wife.

“Rather, let the greatest among you become as the
youngest, and the leader as one who serves.”
Luke 22:26
o Love your wife.
However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and
let the wife see that she respects her husband.

Ephesians 5:33

Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh with them.
Colossians 3:19

= Love her selflessly.
“When a man is newly married, he shall not go out with the army
or be liable for any other public duty. He shall be free at home one
year to be happy with bis wife whom he has taken.”
Deuteronomy 24:5

= Love her effectively.

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for
her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with
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the word, so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot
or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.
Ephesians 5:25-27

* Husbands are responsible for leading marriages to be holy.
* Husbands are responsible for leading wives to be lovely .
= Love her carefully.

In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his
wife loves himself. For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just
as Christ does the church, because we are members of his body. “Therefore a man shall
leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.”
Ephesians 5:28-31

* Nourish her.
o Cherish her.

Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way,
showing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with
you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered.

1 Peter 3:7

= Love her completely.

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant
or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful;
it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears
all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
1 Corinthians 13:4-7

“And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
Matthew 22:39

Gospel Exhortations ...
e Husbands, outserve your wife,

“But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your
servant, and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. For even the Son
of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give bis life as a ransom for many.”

Mark 10:43-45

* Wives, observe your husband’s leadership.
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Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some
do not obey the word, they may be won without a word by the conduct
of their wives, when they see your respectful and pure conduct.

1 Peter 3:1-2

e Husbands and wives, let Christ serve you .

To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the
glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. Him we proclaim, warning
everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in

Christ. For this I toil, struggling with all bis energy that he powerfully works within me.
Colossians 1:27-29
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GOD’S DESIGN

* The Gospel and Sexuality

* The Gospel and Marriage

* The Gospel and Parenting
* The Gospel and the Orphan
* The Gospel and Singleness
* The Gospel and the Widow

The Gospel and Parenting

“Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the rules—that the LORD your
God commanded me to teach you, that you may do them in the land to which you are
going over, to possess it, that you may fear the LORD your God, you and your son and
your son’s son, by keeping all his statutes and his commandments, which I command
you, all the days of your life, and that your days may be long. Hear therefore, O Israel,

and be careful to do them, that it may go well with you, and that you may multiply
greatly, as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing
with milk and honey. Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall
love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
might. And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall
teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your
house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.
You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between
your eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.”
Deuteronomy 6:1-9

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and
mother” (this is the first commandment with a promise), “that it may go well with
you and that you may live long in the land.” Fathers, do not provoke your children
to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.
Ephesians 6:1-4

Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.
Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.
Colossians 3:20-21

Gospel Foundations ...
* God gives children to families by His grace .

Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, the fruit of the womb
a reward. Like arrows in the hand of a warrior are the children of
one’s youth. Blessed is the man who fills bis quiver with them!
Psalm 127:3-5
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* God gives children to families for His glory .

o The goal of biblical parenting is NOT to help your children ...
= Get a great education.
= Beagreat athlete .
= Go on great dates.
= Have a great career .
= Make great money.

o The goal of biblical parenting is to help your children ...
= Loveagreat God .

But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they
gathered together. And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test
him. “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” And he said to
him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment.”
Matthew 22:34-38

= Accomplish a great commission

“And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On
these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”
Matthew 22:39-40

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Matthew 28:19-20

Gospel Instructions to Parents ...
* Two primary commands ...
o Instruct your children so they know the Word.

Then the men set out from there, and they looked down toward Sodom. And
Abraham went with them to set them on their way. The LORD said, “Shall I
hide from Abraham what I am about to do, seeing that Abraham shall surely
become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be
blessed in him? For I have chosen him, that he may command bis children and
his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing righteousness and
justice, so that the LORD may bring to Abrabam what he has promised him.”
Genesis 18:16-19

“And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach

them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house,
and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. You
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shall bind them as a sign on your band, and they shall be as frontlets between your
eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.”
Deuteronomy 6:6-9

= We must have a verbal commitment to the Word in our homes.
= We must have a visible  commitment to the Word in our homes.

I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings from of old, things that
we have heard and known, that our fathers bave told us. We will not hide them from
their children, but tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds of the LORD, and
his might, and the wonders that he has done. He established a testimony in Jacob and
appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers to teach to their children,
that the next generation might know them, the children yet unborn, and arise and tell
them to their children, so that they should set their hope in God and not forget the works
of God, but keep his commandments; and that they should not be like their fathers, a
stubborn and rebellious generation, a generation whose heart was not steadfast ...
DPsalm 78:2-8

= Whatwe do ...
* We teach the Scriptures.

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man
of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.

2 Timothy 3:16-17

“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on
it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it.
For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.”
Joshua 1:8

About this we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become
dull of bearing. For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone
to teach you again the basic principles of the oracles of God. You need milk, not
solid food, for everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness,
since he is a child. But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their powers
of discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good from evil.
Hebrews 5:11-14

o Teach them who God is.

And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony

of God with lofty speech or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you except
Jesus Christ and him crucified. And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much
trembling, and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in
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demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom
of men but in the power of God.Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it
is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. But
we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our
glory. None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they bad, they would not have
crucified the Lord of glory. But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor
the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him”—these things
God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the
depths of God. For who knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, which
is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. Now
we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might
understand the things freely given us by God. And we impart this in words not taught
by buman wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are
spiritual. The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are
folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.
The spiritual person judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. “For who has
understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ.
1 Corinthians 2:1-16

o Teach them what God has done.

O LORD, I have heard the report of you, and your work, O LORD, do I fear. In the midst
of the years revive it; in the midst of the years make it known; in wrath remember mercy.

Habakkuk 3:2
* We tell the stories.

I will remember the deeds of the LORD; yes, I will remember your wonders of old. I will
ponder all your work, and meditate on your mighty deeds. Your way, O God, is holy.
What god is great like our God? You are the God who works wonders; you have made
known your might among the peoples. You with your arm redeemed your people, the
children of Jacob and Joseph. When the waters saw you, O God, when the waters saw

you, they were afraid; indeed, the deep trembled. The clouds poured out water; the skies
gave forth thunder; your arrows flashed on every side. The crash of your thunder was
in the whirlwind; your lightnings lighted up the world; the earth trembled and shook.

Psalm 77:11-18

e We warn against sinfulness.

The Epbraimites, armed with the bow, turned back on the day of battle. They did
not keep God's covenant, but refused to walk according to his law. They forgot his
works and the wonders that be had shown them. In the sight of their fathers he
performed wonders in the land of Egypt, in the fields of Zoan. He divided the sea
and let them pass through it, and made the waters stand like a beap. In the daytime
he led them with a cloud, and all the night with a fiery light. He split rocks in the
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wilderness and gave them drink abundantly as from the deep. He made streams
come out of the rock and caused waters to flow down like rivers. Yet they sinned still
more against him, rebelling against the Most High in the desert. They tested God
in their heart by demanding the food they craved. They spoke against God ...
Psalm 78:9-19

* We exalt the Savior.

And David spoke to the LORD the words of this song on the day when the LORD delivered
him from the hand of all bis enemies, and from the hand of Saul. He said, “The LORD is
my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, my
shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold and my refuge, my savior; you save

me from violence. I call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised, and I am saved
from my enemies. For the waves of death encompassed me, the torrents of destruction
assailed me; the cords of Sheol entangled me; the snares of death confronted me. In my
distress I called upon the LORD; to my God I called. From his temple he heard my voice,
and my cry came to his ears. Then the earth reeled and rocked; the foundations of the
heavens trembled and quaked, because he was angry. Smoke went up from bis nostrils,
and devouring fire from his mouth; glowing coals flamed forth from him. He bowed the
heavens and came down; thick darkness was under bis feet. He rode on a cherub and flew;
he was seen on the wings of the wind. He made darkness around him bis canopy, thick
clouds, a gathering of water. Out of the brightness before him coals of fire flamed forth.
The LORD thundered from heaven, and the Most High uttered his voice. And he sent out
arrows and scattered thems lightning, and routed them. Then the channels of the sea were
seen; the foundations of the world were laid bare, at the rebuke of the LORD, at the blast
of the breath of his nostrils. He sent from on high, he took me; he drew me out of many
waters. He rescued me from my strong enemy, from those who hated me, for they were
too mighty for me. They confronted me in the day of my calamity, but the LORD was my
support. He brought me out into a broad place; he rescued me, because he delighted in me.”
2 Samuel 22:1-20

o God responds to our failures with His forgiveness!

The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “Ihe LORD, the LORD, a God
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness,
keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin,
but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the
children and the children’s children, to the third and the fourth generation.”
Exodus 34:6-7

faithfulness

o God responds to our faithlessness with His

The saying is trustworthy, for: If we have died with him, we will also live with
him; if we endure, we will also reign with him; if we deny him, he also will deny
us; if we are faithless, he remains faithful—for he cannot deny himself.

2 Timothy 2:11-13
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=  What will happen ...
¢ They will know God in their minds .

Thus says the LORD: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man
boast in bis might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, but let him who boasts boast in
this, that he understands and knows me, that I am the LORD who practices steadfast love,

justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight, declares the LORD.”

Jeremiah 9:23-24

“T will go before you and level the exalted places, I will break in pieces the doors of
bronze and cut through the bars of iron, I will give you the treasures of darkness
and the hoards in secret places, that you may know that it is I, the LORD, the God
of Israel, who call you by your name. For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel
my chosen, I call you by your name, I name you, though you do not know me. I am
the LORD, and there is no other, besides me there is no God; I equip you, though
you do not know me, that people may know, from the rising of the sun and from
the west, that there is none besides me; I am the LORD, and there is no other.”
Lsaiah 45:2-6

“Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among
the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!”
Psalm 46:10

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice
it have a good understanding. His praise endures forever!
Psalm 111:10

In the pride of bis face the wicked does not seek him; all his thoughts are, “Ihere is no God.”
Psalm 10:4

I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and
of revelation in the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened,
that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches
of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of
his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might that he
worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at bis right hand
in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and
above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.
Ephesians 1:16-21

¢ They will trust God in their hearts

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.
In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.
Proverbs 3:5-6
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Ob, taste and see that the LORD is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him!
Ob, fear the LORD, you his saints, for those who fear him have no lack! The young
lions suffer want and hunger; but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing.
Psalm 34:8-10

O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints
for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. So I have looked upon you
in the sanctuary, beholding your power and glory. Because your steadfast love is better
than life, my lips will praise you. So I will bless you as long as I live; in your name I
will lift up my hands. My soul will be satisfied as with fat and rich food, and my mouth
will praise you with joyful lips, when I remember you upon my bed, and meditate
on you in the watches of the night; for you have been my belp, and in the shadow of
your wings I will sing for joy. My soul clings to you; your right hand upholds me.
Psalm 63:1-8

* They will obey God in their lives

Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: “Add your burnt offerings to your
sacrifices, and eat the flesh. For in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt,
I did not speak to your fathers or command them concerning burnt offerings and
sacrifices. But this command I gave them: ‘Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and
you shall be my people. And walk in all the way that I command you, that it may be well
with you. But they did not obey or incline their ear, but walked in their own counsels
and the stubbornness of their evil hearts, and went backward and not forward.”
Jeremiah 7:21-24

And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments.
Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments is a liar,
and the truth is not in him, but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love
of God is perfected. By this we may know that we are in him: whoever says
he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked.
1 John 2:3-6

And this is love, that we walk according to his commandments; this is the commandment,
just as you have heard from the beginning, so that you should walk in it.
2 John 1:6
o Train your children so they obey the Word.

Train up a child in the way be should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.
Proverbs 22:6

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training
us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled,
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upright, and godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ ...
Titus 2:11-13

For now we live, if you are standing fast in the Lord.
1 Thessalonians 3:8

= Qur children will not be what they cannot see .

Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.
1 Corinthians 11:1

What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—
practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.
Philippians 4:9

¢ One primary caution ...
o Discipline your children with love that leads them toward God, not with

anger that leads them away from God.

Whoever spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is diligent to discipline him.
Proverbs 13:24

Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you strike him with a rod, he will
not die. If you strike him with the rod, you will save his soul from Sheol.
Proverbs 23:13-14

And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? “My son, do not
regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him. For the
Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.” It is for
discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there
whom his father does not discipline? If you are left without discipline, in which all
have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. Besides this, we
have bad earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much
more be subject to the Father of spirits and live? For they disciplined us for a short
time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share
his holiness. For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but
later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.
Hebrews 12:5-11

Gospel Instructions to Children:
* You were made by God.

“Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power,
for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created.”
Revelation 4:11
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o You exist by Him.
o You exist for Him.

For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible
and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—
all things were created through him and for him.
Colossians 1:16

* You are responsible to God.

So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.
Romans 14:12

“I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every careless word they
speak, for by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.”
Matthew 12:36-37

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority
except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God.
Romans 13:1

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.
Ephesians 6:1

* Two primary commands ...
o Honor your parents with your attitude .

“Whoever strikes his father or his mother shall be put to death.”
Exodus 21:15

“Whoever curses his father or his mother shall be put to death.”
Exodus 21:17

“Every one of you shall revere his mother and his father, and you
shall keep my Sabbaths: I am the LORD your God.”
Leviticus 19:3

o Obey your parents with your actions .
= Hear what they say.

Hear, my son, your father’s instruction, and forsake not your mother’s teaching,

for they are a graceful garland for your head and pendants for your neck.
Proverbs 1:8-9

= Do what they say.
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The eye that mocks a father and scorns to obey a mother will be picked
out by the ravens of the valley and eaten by the vultures.
Proverbs 30:17

Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.
Colossians 3:20

* One primary caution ...
o To dishonor or disobey your parents is to rebel against God.

“If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not obey the voice of his father
or the voice of his mother, and, though they discipline him, will not listen to them,
then his father and his mother shall take hold of him and bring him out to the elders
of his city at the gate of the place where he lives, and they shall say to the elders of his
city, “This our son is stubborn and rebellious; he will not obey our voice; he is a glutton
and a drunkard. Then all the men of the city shall stone him to death with stones.
So you shall purge the evil from your midst, and all Israel shall bear, and fear”
Deuteronomy 21:18-21

And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a
debased mind to do what ought not to be done. They were filled with all manner
of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife,
deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty,
boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless.
Though they know God’s righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve
to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them.
Romans 1:28-32

Gospel Promises ...

“Honor your father and mother” (this is the first commandment with a promise) ...
Ephesians 6:2

“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long
in the land that the LORD your God is giving you.”
Exodus 20:12

“Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God
commanded you, that your days may be long, and that it may go well
with you in the land that the LORD your God is giving you.”
Deuteronomy 5:16

As the gospel transforms our relationships as children and parents, God says ...

o Twill satisfy your lives.
o Twill multiply your legacy.
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Personal Reflections on the Gospel, Parents, and Children ...

Blessed is everyone who fears the LORD, who walks in his ways! You shall eat the
fruit of the labor of your hands; you shall be blessed, and it shall be well with you.
Your wife will be like a fruitful vine within your house; your children will be like
olive shoots around your table. Behold, thus shall the man be blessed who fears the
LORD. The LORD bless you from Zion! May you see the prosperity of Jerusalem all
the days of your life! May you see your children’s children! Peace be upon Israel!
Psalm 128

* The favor of God is found in the fear of God.

* The wisdom of God is found in the Word of God.

* Awifeisa treasure to be cherished.

* Children are a gift to be nurtured.

* The life that counts flows from the presence of God.

* The life that counts advances the gospel of God.
* The life that counts multiplies the glory of God.
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GOD’S DESIGN

¢ The Gospel and Sexuality

* The Gospel and Marriage

* The Gospel and Parenting

* The Gospel and the Orphan
* The Gospel and Singleness

* The Gospel and the Widow

The Gospel and the Orphan

O LORD, you hear the desire of the afflicted; you will strengthen their

heart; you will incline your ear to do justice to the fatherless and the

oppressed, so that man who is of the earth may strike terror no more.
Psalm 10:17-18

For my father and my mother have forsaken me, but the LORD will take me in.
DPsalm 27:10

Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans
and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.
James 1:27

Gospel Foundations ...
* By God’s grace, we have been adopted as sons of God.

But when the fullness of time bad come, God sent forth bis Son, born of woman, born under
the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.
Galatians 4:4-5

o Adoption requires someone who comes at the right time .
= Jesus came at the right time theologically.
= Jesus came at the right time religiously.
= Jesus came at the right time culturally.
= Jesus came at the right time politically.
o Adoption requires someone who possesses the right qualifications
= He s fully divine.
= He is fully human.
= Heis fully righteous.

o Adoption requires someone who has the right resolve .

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he
predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his
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will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which be has blessed us in the Beloved. In him
we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the
riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to
us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan
for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in beaven and things on earth.
Ephesians 1:3-10

= He determined to redeem us.
= He died to rescue us.

* For God’s glory, we have been given the privileges of sonship.

And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba!
Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.
Galatians 4:6-7

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive the
spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons,
by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that
we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow beirs with
Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.
Romans 8:14-17

o God is our Father .

“And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do,
for they think that they will be heard for their many words. Do not be
like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. Pray
then like this: ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.””
Matthew 6:7-9

= He loves us.
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we
should be called children of God; and so we are.
1 John 3:1

s He understands us.

As a father shows compassion to his children, so the LORD shows compassion to
those who fear him. For he knows our frame; be remembers that we are dust.
Psalm 103:13-14

= He provides for us.
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“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you
will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and
the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap
nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more
value than they? And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to bis span
of life> And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how
they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was
not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is
alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of
little faith? Therefore do not be anxious, saying, What shall we eat?” or “‘What shall we
drink?” or ‘What shall we wear?” For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your
heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. Therefore do not be anxious about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.”
Matthew 6:25-34

“Or which one of you, if bis son asks him for bread, will give him a stone?
Or if be asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? If you then, who are evil,
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your
Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!”
Matthew 7:9-11

= He forgives us.
“Pray then like this: ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.”

Matthew 6:9-12

= He disciplines us.

And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? “My son, do not
regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him. For the
Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.” It is for
discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there
whom bis father does not discipline? If you are left without discipline, in which all
have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. Besides this, we
have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much
more be subject to the Father of spirits and live? For they disciplined us for a short
time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share
his holiness. For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but
later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.
Hebrews 12:5-11
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= He leads us.

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.
Romans 8:14

o We are His children.
= We have a new name .

But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave
the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor
of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

John 1:12-13

= We have a new spirit.

The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God ...
Romans 8:16

= We have access to the Father’s presence.

Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus,
the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who
is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been

tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the

throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
Hebrews 4:14-16

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood
of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that
is, through bis flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us
draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled
clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.
Hebrews 10:19-22

For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have
received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”
Romans 8:15

= We have an inheritance in the Father’s kingdom.

The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,
and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow beirs with Christ, provided
we suffer with bim in order that we may also be glorified with him.
Romans 8:16-17
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See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of
God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know
him. Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but

we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.
1 John 3:1-2

Gospel Implications ...
e We worship God our Father.

“Pray then like this: ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.”
Matthew 6:9

* We glorify God our Father.

“In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see
your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”
Matthew 5:16

* We imitate God our Father.

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.
Epbhesians 5:1

As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former
ignorance, but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your
conduct, since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”

1 Peter 1:14-16

* We obey God our Father.
By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the
children of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is
not of God, nor is the one who does not love bis brother.
1 John 3:10
* We reflect God our Father.

Father of the fatherless and protector of widows is God in his holy habitation.
Psalm 68:5

Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans

and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.
James 1:27
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And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die, but God will visit you
and bring you up out of this land to the land that he swore to Abrabam,
to Isaac, and to Jacob.” Then Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying,

“God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones from here.”
Genesis 50:24-25

What is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care for him?
Psalm 8:4

Remember me, O LORD, when you show favor to your
people; help me when you save them ...
Psalm 106:4

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed bhis people ...”
Luke 1:68

“And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go
before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of salvation to his people
in the forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby

the sunrise shall visit us from on high to give light to those who sit in darkness
and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
Luke 1:76-79

Fear seized them all, and they glorified God, saying, “A great prophet
has arisen among us!” and “God has visited his people!”
Luke 7:16

“When he was forty years old, it came into his heart to
visit bis brothers, the children of Israel.”
Acts 7:23

“Simeon bas related how God first visited the Gentiles,
to take from them a people for his name.”
Acts 15:14

“And after some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us return and visit the brothers
in every city where we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they are.”
Acts 15:36

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on
his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. And he will place the
sheep on bis right, but the goats on the left. Then the King will say to those on his right,
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world. For I was bungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you
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gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me,
I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me. Then the righteous
will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and
give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and
clothe you? And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?” And the King will
answer them, “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you
did it to me. Then he will say to those on his left, Depart from me, you cursed, into the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and bis angels. For I was hungry and you gave me no
food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome
me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me. Then
they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or
naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?” Then he will answer them, saying,
“Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to
me. And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
Matthew 25:31-46

o Over 140 million orphans in the world.
= Ignorance is inexcusable.
* They are easier to forget until you see their faces.
* They are easier to forget until you know their names.
= Inaction is action .
o Gospel-driven orphan care ...
= We care for orphans not because we are rescuers.
= We care for orphans because we are the rescued .
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GOD’S DESIGN

* The Gospel and Sexuality
* The Gospel and Marriage
* The Gospel and Parenting
* The Gospel and the Orphan
* The Gospel and Singleness
* The Gospel and the Widow

The Gospel and Singleness

Now as a concession, not a command, I say this. I wish that all were as I myself am. But
each has his own gift from God, one of one kind and one of another. To the unmarried
and the widows I say that it is good for them to remain single as I am. But if they cannot
exercise self-control, they should marry. For it is better to marry than to burn with passion.
1 Corinthians 7:6-9

Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, and to which
God has called bim. This is my rule in all the churches. Was anyone at the time of his
call already circumcised? Let him not seek to remove the marks of circumcision. Was

anyone at the time of bis call uncircumcised? Let him not seek circumcision. For neither

circumcision counts for anything nor uncircumcision, but keeping the commandments
of God. Each one should remain in the condition in which he was called. Were you

a bondservant when called? Do not be concerned about it. (But if you can gain your
freedom, avail yourself of the opportunity.) For he who was called in the Lord as a
bondservant is a freedman of the Lord. Likewise he who was free when called is a

bondservant of Christ. You were bought with a price; do not become bondservants of men.
So, brothers, in whatever condition each was called, there let him remain with God.
1 Corinthians 7:17-24

I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the things
of the Lord, how to please the Lord. But the married man is anxious about worldly
things, how to please bis wife, and bis interests are divided. And the unmarried or

betrothed woman is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to be holy in body
and spirit. But the married woman is anxious about worldly things, how to please
her busband. I say this for your own benefit, not to lay any restraint upon you,
but to promote good order and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord.
1 Corinthians 7:32-35

Gospel Foundation: Four Bases for Understanding Singleness ...

* Both singleness and marriage are good .

Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold
fast to bis wife, and they shall become one flesh.
Genesis 2:24

-70 -



Now concerning the matters about which you wrote: “It is good
for a man not to have sexual relations with a woman.”
1 Corinthians 7:1

o Note the progress of redemptive history ...

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the
livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and
female he created them. And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful
and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea
and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”
Genesis 1:26-28

Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold
fast to bis wife, and they shall become one flesh.
Genesis 2:24

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred
and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of
you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that

you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors
you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
Genesis 12:1-3

Sojourn in this land, and I will be with you and will bless you, for to you
and to your offspring I will give all these lands, and I will establish the
oath that I swore to Abrabam your father. I will multiply your offspring
as the stars of heaven and will give to your offspring all these lands. And
in your offspring all the nations of the earth shall be blessed ...
Genesis 26:3-4

Your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread
abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south, and in
you and your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed.
Genesis 28:14

“vuv the angel who has redeemed me from all evil, bless the boys; and in
them let my name be carried on, and the name of my fathers Abrabam and
Lsaac; and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth.”
Genesis 48:16

And the first son whom she bears shall succeed to the name of his
dead brother, that his name may not be blotted out of Israel.
Deuteronomy 25:6
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He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is
led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his
mouth. By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his generation, who
considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of
my people? And they made bis grave with the wicked and with a rich man in bhis death,
although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. Yet it was the will
of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for
guilt, be shall see bis offspring; be shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall prosper
in bis hand. Out of the anguish of bis soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge
shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear
their iniquities. Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and be shall divide
the spoil with the strong, because he poured out his soul to death and was numbered with
the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors.
Isaiah 53:7-12

“Sing, O barren one, who did not bear; break forth into singing and cry
aloud, you who have not been in labor! For the children of the desolate one
will be more than the children of her who is married,” says the LORD.
Isaiah 54:1

Let not the foreigner who has joined himself to the LORD say, “Ihe LORD will
surely separate me from his people”; and let not the eunuch say, “Behold, I am
a dry tree” For thus says the LORD: “To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths,
who choose the things that please me and hold fast my covenant, I will give in
my house and within my walls a monument and a name better than sons and
daughters; I will give them an everlasting name that shall not be cut off”
Isaiah 56:3-5

The disciples said to him, “If such is the case of a man with bis wife, it is better
not to marry.” But he said to them, “Not everyone can receive this saying,
but only those to whom it is given. For there are eunuchs who have been so
from birth, and there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by men,

and there are eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs for the sake of the

kingdom of heaven. Let the one who is able to receive this receive it.”
Matthew 19:10-12

o Biblically, marriage is expected

So I would have younger widows marry, bear children, manage their
households, and give the adversary no occasion for slander.
1 Timothy 5:14

o Biblically, singleness is exceptional.

.72 -



He answered, “Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning made
them male and female, and said, “Therefore a man shall leave bis father and his mother
and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’> So they are no longer
two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.”
Matthew 19:4-6

“God’s general will for his human creation is marriage. We single people must
not resist this truth. Marriage is the norm, singleness the abnorm.”
Jobn Stott

* Both singleness and marriage portray the gospel .
o Marriage portrays ...
= Christ’s sacrificial love for the church.
= The church’s submissive obedience to Christ.
o Singleness portrays ...
= The Christian’s ultimate identity in Christ .

“For your Maker is your husband, the LORD of hosts is his name; and the Holy
One of Israel is your Redeemer, the God of the whole earth he is called.”
Isaiah 54:5

“You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ, but I
have been sent before him. The one who has the bride is the bridegroom.
The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at
the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy of mine is now complete.”
Jobn 3:28-29

“Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has
come, and his Bride has made herself ready; it was granted her to clothe herself with
fine linen, bright and pure”—for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.
Revelation 19:7-8

I say this for your own benefit, not to lay any restraint upon you, but to
promote good order and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord.
1 Corinthians 7:35

Now great crowds accompanied him, and be turned and said to them, “If anyone
comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children
and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.”
Luke 14:25-26

“There is joy, joy found in nowhere else, when we can look up
into Christ’s face when He says to us, Am I not enough for thee,
Mine own?” with a true, Yes, Lord, thou art enough.”
Amy Carmichael
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= The Christian’s eternal identification with the church .

Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should
be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.”
Genesis 2:18

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body,
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized
into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit.
1 Corinthians 12:12-13

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with
the saints and members of the household of God, built on the foundation of
the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone ...
Ephesians 2:19-22

I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so that, if
I delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the household of God,
which is the church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of the truth.

1 Timothy 3:14-15

Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another

with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in

zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be

constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.
Romans 12:9-13

* In the past (old covenant), singleness was avoided by most.
* In the present (new covenant), singleness is advantageous for many.
* In the future (new creation), singleness will be applied

to all.

For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given
in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.
Matthew 22:30
* Both singleness and marriage are God’s gifts.
I wish that all were as I myself am. But each has his own gift

from God, one of one kind and one of another.
1 Corinthians 7:7
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Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are
varieties of service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities,
but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone.

1 Corinthians 12:4-6

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 6:23

“I have no doubt there are some people who believe God has called them to be celibate
and to commit themselves to celibacy for the rest of their lives. Personally I bave real
hesitations about the wisdom of that, because I'm not convinced that people know,
say, in their early twenties, that God has called them to that. I personally believe
more in the second alternative—that people discover [God's call] gradually and as
the years pass begin to think that God is probably calling them not to marry.”

Jobn Stott

o Contentment is deep trust in the sovereignty of God.

Each one should remain in the condition in which he was called.
1 Corinthians 7:20

So, brothers, in whatever condition each was called, there let him remain with God.
1 Corinthians 7:24

Are you bound to a wife? Do not seek to be free. Are
you free from a wife? Do not seek a wife.
1 Corinthians 7:27

“Through no fault or choice of my own, I am unable to express my sexuality in the beauty
and intimacy of Christian marriage, as God intended when he created me a sexual
being in his own image. To seek to do this outside of marriage is, by the clear teaching
of Scripture, to sin against God and against my own nature. As a committed Christian,
then, I bave no alternative but to live a life of voluntary celibacy. I must be chaste not
only in body, but in mind and spirit as well. Since I am now in my 60’ I think that my
experience of what this means is valid. I want to go on record as having proved that for
those who are committed to do God’s will, his commands are bis enablings ... . My whole
being cries out continually for something I may not have. My whole life must be lived in the
context of this never-ceasing tension. My professional life, my social life, my personal life,
my Christian life—all are subject to its constant and powerful pull. As a Christian I have
no choice but to obey God, cost what it may. I must trust him to make it possible for me to
honor him in my singleness. That this is possible, a mighty cloud of witnesses will join me
to attest. Multitudes of single Christians in every age and circumstance have proved God's
sufficiency in this matter. He has promised to meet our needs and he honors his word.
If we seek fulfillment in him, we shall find it. It may not be easy, but whoever said that
Christian life was easy? The badge of Christ’s discipleship was a cross. Why must I live my
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life alone? I do not know. But Jesus Christ is Lord of my life. I believe in the sovereignty of
God, and I accept my singleness from bis hand. He could have ordered my life otherwise,
but he has not chosen to do so. As his child, I must trust his love and wisdom.”
Margaret Clarkson

o Contentment is deep enjoyment of the grace of God.

I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every
circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance
and need. I can do all things through him who strengthens me.
Philippians 4:12-13

And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency
in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work.
2 Corinthians 9:8

* Both singleness and marriage are for God’s glory.

Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to bim, and
to which God has called him. This is my rule in all the churches.
1 Corinthians 7:17

o Singleness has a purpose we must be careful not to waste .

Gospel Celebration: Four Reasons to Delight in Singleness ...
* Delight in singleness because of the times we're in.

Now concerning the betrothed, I have no command from the Lord, but I give my
judgment as one who by the Lord’s mercy is trustworthy. I think that in view of the
present distress it is good for a person to remain as be is. Are you bound to a wife?
Do not seek to be free. Are you free from a wife? Do not seek a wife. But if you do
marry, you have not sinned, and if a betrothed woman marries, she has not sinned.
Yet those who marry will have worldly troubles, and I would spare you that.
1 Corinthians 7:25-28

o We are looking forward to an eternal hope.

This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very short. From
now on, let those who have wives live as though they had none, and those who
mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they
were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no goods ...

1 Corinthians 7:29-30

* Delight in singleness because of the mission we're on.
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The disciples said to him, “If such is the case of a man with bis wife, it is better
not to marry.” But he said to them, “Not everyone can receive this saying,
but only those to whom it is given. For there are eunuchs who have been so
from birth, and there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by men,

and there are eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs for the sake of the
kingdom of heaven. Let the one who is able to receive this receive it.”
Matthew 19:10-12

o We are living for an eternal heritage.

And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill
the earth and subdue it, and bave dominion over the fish of the sea and over the
birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”
Genesis 1:28

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit ...”
Matthew 28:19

“Being single has meant that I am free to take risks that I might not take were I a
mother of a family dependent on me. Being single has given me freedom to move
around the world without having to pack up a household first. And this freedom has
brought to me moments that I would not trade for anything else this side of eternity.”
Rhena Taylor

“The first advantage [of being single] is that it’s best adapted to perilous
situations ... . In rugged life among primitive tribes, in guerrilla-infested areas, or in
disease and famine, the single man has only himself to worry about ... . Paul claims
that being single and male best fits the shortness’ of the time. Doing God’s work is a

momentary thing. Advantages and opportunities come and go very quickly. The single
lifestyle enables one to get the most out of the time God gives for his work ... . One of
my chief delights is that I don’t have to fit my ministry around a family schedule. I
don’t have to be home at a certain time each night. My time is the Filipinos’ time.”
Trevor Douglas

* Delight in singleness because we want to be undistracted in our affections .

I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the things
of the Lord, how to please the Lord. But the married man is anxious about worldly
things, how to please his wife, and bis interests are divided. And the unmarried or
betrothed woman is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to be holy in body
and spirit. But the married woman is anxious about worldly things, how to please
her husband. I say this for your own benefit, not to lay any restraint upon you,
but to promote good order and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord.
1 Corinthians 7:32-35
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o We guard against unholy sexual desires.

“Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food”—and God will destroy
both one and the other. The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord,
and the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by bhis
power. Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take
the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Or do you
not know that he who is joined to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it
is written, “The two will become one flesh.” But he who is joined to the Lord becomes
one spirit with bim. Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits
is outside the body, but the sexually immoral person sins against his own body.

1 Corinthians 6:13-18

o We guard against unholy selfish desires.

And be said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first
commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”
Matthew 22:37-40

“Apart from sexual temptation, the greatest danger which I think we face [as
singles] is self-centeredness. We may live alone and have total freedom to plan
our own schedule, with nobody else to modify it or even give us advice. If we
are not careful, we may find the whole world revolving around ourselves.”
John Stott

“Today singleness is cherished by many because it brings maximum freedom for self-
realization. You pull your own strings. No one cramps your style. But Paul cherished his
singleness because it put him utterly at the disposal of the Lord Jesus ... . The contemporary
mood promotes singleness (but not chastity) because it frees from slavery. Paul promotes
singleness (and chastity) because it frees for slavery—namely slavery to Christ.”

Jobn Piper

* Delight in singleness because we want to be undivided in our devotion

I say this for your own benefit, not to lay any restraint upon you, but to
promote good order and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord.
1 Corinthians 7:35

“Single people experience the great joy of being able to devote themselves,

with concentration and without distraction, to the work of the Lord.”
John Stott

* We give ourselves wholly to a single desire ...
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= To use God’s good gift for God's great glory among all nations.

“My most earnest of all pleas to singles is abandonment of the self, surrender to
Christ of all unfulfilled longings, an unequivocal willingness to receive whatever
God assigns, and a determination to practice the sacrificial principle of Isaiah
58:10-11. Life becomes not only far simpler, but surprisingly joyful and free”
Elisabeth Elliot

“If you pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then shall
your light rise in the darkness and your gloom be as the noonday. And the LORD will guide
you continually and satisfy your desire in scorched places and make your bones strong;
and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail.”
Isaiah 58:10-11
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GOD’S DESIGN

* The Gospel and Sexuality

* The Gospel and Marriage

* The Gospel and Parenting

* The Gospel and the Orphan
* The Gospel and Singleness

* The Gospel and the Widow

The Gospel and the Widow

Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans
and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.
James 1:27

Gospel Foundations ...
* See the care of the Father for the widow.

Sing to God, sing praises to his name; lift up a song to him who rides through the
deserts; his name is the LORD; exult before him! Father of the fatherless and protector
of widows is God in his holy habitation. God settles the solitary in a home; he
leads out the prisoners to prosperity, but the rebellious dwell in a parched land.
Psalm 68:4-6

“You shall not mistreat any widow or fatherless child. If you do mistreat them, and they
cry out to me, I will surely hear their cry, and my wrath will burn, and I will kill you
with the sword, and your wives shall become widows and your children fatherless.”
Exodus 22:22-24

“For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and
the awesome God, who is not partial and takes no bribe. He executes justice for the
fatherless and the widow, and loves the sojourner, giving him food and clothing”
Deuteronomy 10:17-18

“Cursed be anyone who perverts the justice due to the sojourner, the
fatherless, and the widow.” And all the people shall say, “Amen.”
Deuteronomy 27:19

“Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your deeds
from before my eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, correct
oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead the widow’s cause.”
Isaiah 1:16-17
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The LORD watches over the sojourners; he upholds the widow and
the fatherless, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
DPsalm 146:9

* See the compassion of the Son for the widow.

Soon afterward he went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a great crowd went
with bim. As he drew near to the gate of the town, behold, a man who had died was being
carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow, and a considerable crowd
from the town was with her. And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her and
said to ber, “Do not weep.” Then he came up and touched the bier, and the bearers stood
still. And be said, “Young man, I say to you, arise” And the dead man sat up and began
to speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother. Fear seized them all, and they glorified God,
saying, “A great prophet has arisen among us!” and “God has visited his people!” And this
report about him spread through the whole of Judea and all the surrounding country.
Luke 7:11-17

And in his teaching he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long
robes and like greetings in the marketplaces and have the best seats in the synagogues
and the places of honor at feasts, who devour widows’ houses and for a pretense
make long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.” And he sat down
opposite the treasury and watched the people putting money into the offering box.
Many rich people put in large sums. And a poor widow came and put in two small
copper coins, which make a penny. And he called bis disciples to him and said to
them, “Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are
contributing to the offering box. For they all contributed out of their abundance,
but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”
Mark 12:38-44

So the soldiers did these things, but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother
and bis mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When
Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to
his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” Then he said to the disciple, “Behold,
your mother!” And from that bour the disciple took her to his own home.
Jobn 19:25-27

e See the concern of the church for the widow.

Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the
Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the
daily distribution. And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It
is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. Therefore,
brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of
wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. But we will devote ourselves to prayer and
to the ministry of the word.” And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they
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chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus,
and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch.
These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them.
Acts 6:1-6

Now there was in Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which, translated, means Dorcas.
She was full of good works and acts of charity. In those days she became ill and died, and
when they had washed her, they laid ber in an upper room. Since Lydda was near Joppa,

the disciples, hearing that Peter was there, sent two men to him, urging him, “Please

come to us without delay.” So Peter rose and went with them. And when he arrived,
they took him to the upper room. All the widows stood beside him weeping and showing
tunics and other garments that Dorcas made while she was with them. But Peter put
them all outside, and knelt down and prayed; and turning to the body he said, “Tabitha,
arise” And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. And he gave her his
hand and raised ber up. Then calling the saints and widows, he presented her alive.
Acts 9:36-41

Gospel Instructions ...

Honor widows who are truly widows. But if a widow has children or grandchildren, let
them first learn to show godliness to their own household and to make some return to their
parents, for this is pleasing in the sight of God. She who is truly a widow, left all alone, has
set her hope on God and continues in supplications and prayers night and day, but she who

is self-indulgent is dead even while she lives. Command these things as well, so that they

may be without reproach. But if anyone does not provide for bis relatives, and especially
for members of his housebold, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.

Let a widow be enrolled if she is not less than sixty years of age, having been the wife of

one husband, and having a reputation for good works: if she has brought up children, has
shown hospitality, has washed the feet of the saints, has cared for the afflicted, and has
devoted herself to every good work. But refuse to enroll younger widows, for when their
passions draw them away from Christ, they desire to marry and so incur condemnation
for baving abandoned their former faith. Besides that, they learn to be idlers, going about
from house to house, and not only idlers, but also gossips and busybodies, saying what
they should not. So I would have younger widows marry, bear children, manage their
households, and give the adversary no occasion for slander. For some have already strayed
after Satan. If any believing woman has relatives who are widows, let her care for them.
Let the church not be burdened, so that it may care for those who are truly widows.
1 Timothy 5:3-16

* Honor destitute widows through support .

“The dowry, which was provided by the bride’s father, always accompanied a
woman to her marriage. It constituted an important legal aspect of marriage ... In
the event of a husband’s death, the laws governing that dowry were clearly defined.

A widow was cared for by the person in charge of that dowry. Two options were
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open to her. If she had children, she might remain in her deceased husband’s home.
There she would be maintained by the new ‘lord’ of the household, possibly her son.
She could also return to her parents, taking ber dowry back to her family.”
Bruce Winter

o They must be devoid of relatives .

But if a widow has children or grandchildren, let them first learn
to show godliness to their own household and to make some return
to their parents, for this is pleasing in the sight of God.

1 Timothy 5:4

= Sons and daughters support their parents and grandparents.

= This pleases our God.
= This demonstrates the gospel .

But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members of
his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.
1 Timothy 5:8

“By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
John 13:35

= This relieves the church.

If any believing woman has relatives who are widows, let ber care for them. Let
the church not be burdened, so that it may care for those who are truly widows.
1 Timothy 5:16

o They must be dependent on God .

She who is truly a widow, left all alone, has set her hope on God and
continues in supplications and prayers night and day ...
1 Timothy 5:5

Leave your fatherless children; I will keep them alive; and let your widows trust in me.
Jeremiah 49:11

Then the word of the LORD came to him, “Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to
Sidon, and dwell there. Behold, I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” So he
arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow
was there gathering sticks. And be called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a
vessel, that I may drink.” And as she was going to bring it, he called to her and said,
“Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” And she said, “As the LORD your God
lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. And
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now I am gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in and prepare it for myself and my
son, that we may eat it and die” And Elijab said to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you
have said. But first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterward make
something for yourself and your son. For thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, “Ihe
jar of flour shall not be spent, and the jug of oil shall not be empty, until the day that the
LORD sends rain upon the earth.” And she went and did as Elijab said. And she and
he and her household ate for many days. The jar of flour was not spent, neither did the
jug of oil become empty, according to the word of the LORD that he spoke by Elijab.
1 Kings 17:8-16

o They must be devoted to prayer .

«vv pray without ceasing ...
1 Thessalonians 5:17

... praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication.
To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all
the saints, and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my
mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an
ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak.
Ephesians 6:18-20

And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years
from when she was a virgin, and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She
did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and
day. And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to
speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.
Luke 2:36-38

“It seems to me that widows have entered into a dimension of dependence on God that
prepares them for the ministry of intercessory prayer. The widow’s mite was recognized
and commended by Jesus because ‘she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had
to live on’ (Mark 12:44). Perhaps the widow’s ‘might’ is most mighty when these women
band together as helper-defenders in intercessory prayer. Older women who do not have
the daily responsibilities of jobs are another power source for intercessory prayer.”
Susan Hunt

¢ Enlist older widows for service .

Older women likewise are to be reverent in bebavior, not slanderers or slaves to
much wine. They are to teach what is good, and so train the young women to love
their husbands and children, to be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind, and
submissive to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be reviled.
Titus 2:3-5
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Let a widow be enrolled if she is not less than sixty years of age, having been
the wife of one husband, and having a reputation for good works: if she has
brought up children, bas shown hospitality, has washed the feet of the saints,
has cared for the afflicted, and has devoted herself to every good work.
1 Timothy 5:9-10

o They must be mature women,

o They must have been faithful wives.
o They must care for children.

o They must be hospitable hosts.

o They must be humble servants,

o They must be unselfish.

o They must be kind.

* Encourage younger widows to marry .

But refuse to enroll younger widows, for when their passions draw them away from
Christ, they desire to marry and so incur condemnation for having abandoned their
former faith. Besides that, they learn to be idlers, going about from house to house,
and not only idlers, but also gossips and busybodies, saying what they should not. So I
would have younger widows marry, bear children, manage their housebolds, and give
the adversary no occasion for slander. For some have already strayed after Satan.
1 Timothy 5:11-15

o They must avoid laziness.

How long will you lie there, O sluggard? When will you arise from your
sleep? A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest, and
poverty will come upon you like a robber, and want like an armed man.
Proverbs 6:9-11

For among them are those who creep into households and capture weak
women, burdened with sins and led astray by various passions, always
learning and never able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth.

2 Timothy 3:6-7

I desire then that in every place the men should pray, lifting holy hands without
anger or quarreling; likewise also that women should adorn themselves in respectable
apparel, with modesty and self-control, not with braided hair and gold or pearls
or costly attire, but with what is proper for women who profess godliness—with
good works. Let a woman learn quietly with all submissiveness. I do not permit
a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man; rather, she is to remain
quiet. For Adam was formed first, then Eve; and Adam was not deceived, but
the woman was deceived and became a transgressor. Yet she will be saved through
childbearing—if they continue in faith and love and holiness, with self-control.

1 Timothy 2:8-15
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o They must abhor gossip .

Whoever goes about slandering reveals secrets, but he who
is trustworthy in spirit keeps a thing covered.
Proverbs 11:13

For lack of wood the fire goes out, and where there is no whisperer, quarreling ceases.
Proverbs 26:20

A dishonest man spreads strife, and a whisperer separates close friends.
Proverbs 16:28

Whoever goes about slandering reveals secrets; therefore
do not associate with a simple babbler.

Proverbs 20:19

* The gospel compels ...

o Families to care for their relatives.

“Before the church has to carry the burden, let the children do their duty.”
John Calvin

o Churches to care for the widowed.

If any believing woman has relatives who are widows, let ber care for them. Let
the church not be burdened, so that it may care for those who are truly widows.
1 Timothy 5:16
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MAN’S DISTORTION

¢ The Gospel and Divorce

* The Gospel and Homosexuality
* The Gospel and Abortion

* The Gospel and Polygamy

* The Gospel and Pornography

The Gospel and Divorce

To the married I give this charge (not I, but the Lord): the wife should not separate
from ber busband (but if she does, she should remain unmarried or else be reconciled
to her husband), and the husband should not divorce his wife. To the rest I say (I,
not the Lord) that if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents
to live with him, he should not divorce her. If any woman has a husband who is
an unbeliever, and he consents to live with her, she should not divorce him. For
the unbelieving busband is made holy because of his wife, and the unbelieving wife
is made holy because of her husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean,
but as it is, they are holy. But if the unbelieving partner separates, let it be so. In
such cases the brother or sister is not enslaved. God has called you to peace.

1 Corinthians 7:10-15

And Pharisees came up to him and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful to divorce one’s
wife for any cause?” He answered, “Have you not read that he who created them
from the beginning made them male and female, and said, “Therefore a man shall
leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become
one flesh’> So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined
together, let not man separate” They said to him, “Why then did Moses command
one to give a certificate of divorce and to send her away?” He said to them, “Because
of your hardness of heart Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the
beginning it was not so. And I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual
immorality, and marries another, commits adultery.” The disciples said to him, “If
such is the case of a man with his wife, it is better not to marry.” But he said to them,
“Not everyone can receive this saying, but only those to whom it is given. For there
are eunuchs who have been so from birth, and there are eunuchs who have been made
eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs for the
sake of the kingdom of heaven. Let the one who is able to receive this receive it.”
Matthew 19:3-12

“When a man takes a wife and marries her, if then she finds no favor in his eyes
because he has found some indecency in her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce
and puts it in ber band and sends her out of his bouse, and she departs out of his
house, and if she goes and becomes another man’s wife, and the latter man hates
her and writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out
of his house, or if the latter man dies, who took her to be his wife, then her former
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husband, who sent ber away, may not take her again to be his wife, after she has
been defiled, for that is an abomination before the LORD. And you shall not bring
sin upon the land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance.”
Deuteronomy 24:1-4

Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold
fast to bis wife, and they shall become one flesh.
Genesis 2:24

Divorce and the Church ...

* We have insulated ourselves.

* We have isolated each other.
* We have ignored the problem.

o Christians are running to the courts when they should be running
to the church.

When one of you has a grievance against another, does he dare go to law before the
unrighteous instead of the saints? Or do you not know that the saints will judge the
world? And if the world is to be judged by you, are you incompetent to try trivial
cases? Do you not know that we are to judge angels? How much more, then, matters
pertaining to this life! So if you have such cases, why do you lay them before those who
have no standing in the church? I say this to your shame. Can it be that there is no
one among you wise enough to settle a dispute between the brothers, but brother goes
to law against brother, and that before unbelievers? To have lawsuits at all with one
another is already a defeat for you. Why not rather suffer wrong? Why not rather
be defrauded? But you yourselves wrong and defraud—even your own brothers!

1 Corinthians 6:1-8

“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him bis fault, between you and him alone.
If be listens to you, you have gained your brother. But if he does not listen, take one
or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of
two or three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if e
refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.”
Matthew 18:15-17

It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind
that is not tolerated even among pagans, for a man bas his father’s wife. And
you are arrogant! Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done this be
removed from among you. For though absent in body, I am present in spirit; and
as if present, I have already pronounced judgment on the one who did such a thing.
When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and my spirit is present,
with the power of our Lord Jesus, you are to deliver this man to Satan for the
destruction of the flesh, so that bis spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.

1 Corinthians 5:1-5
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o We are discrediting the testimony of the church.
o We are disgracing the name of Christ.
* 'The responsibility of the church ...

Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should
restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be
tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.
Galatians 6:1-2

o Comfort one another with love .

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies
and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may
be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which
we ourselves are comforted by God. For as we share abundantly in Christ’s
sufferings, so through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too.

2 Corinthians 1:3-5

o Confront one another with truth .

Faithful are the wounds of a friend; profuse are the kisses of an enemy.
Proverbs 27:6

Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him
who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held
together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working
properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.
Ephesians 4:15-16

Divorce and God ...

e God created marriage.

Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold
fast to bis wife, and they shall become one flesh.
Genesis 2:24

So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore
God has joined together, let not man separate.
Matthew 19:6

o Marriage is defined by God.
“If marriage were of human origin, then human beings would have a right to set it
aside. But since God instituted marriage, only He has the right to do so. Marriage

as an institution (which includes individual marriages, of course) is subject to the
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rules and regulations set down by God. Individuals may marry, be divorced and be
remarried only if, when and how He says they may without sinning. The state has
been given the task of keeping orderly records, etc., but it bas no right (or competence)
to determine the rules for marriage and for divorce; that prerogative is God’s.”
Jay Adams

o Marriage is a covenant under God.
= Marriage is a demonstration to the world of Christ’s covenant with His

people.

“Iherefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to
his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” This mystery is profound,
and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church.
Ephesians 5:31-32

* God hates divorce.

Did he not make them one, with a portion of the Spirit in their union? And what was
the one God seeking? Godly offspring. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none
of you be faithless to the wife of your youth. “For the man who does not love his wife
but divorces her, says the LORD, the God of Israel, covers his garment with violence,
says the LORD of hosts. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and do not be faithless.”
Malachi 2:15-16

o God hates the causes of divorce.
= Divorce is always a result of sin .

“When a man takes a wife and marries her, if then she finds no favor in his eyes
because he has found some indecency in her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce
and puts it in ber band and sends her out of his house, and she departs out of his
house, and if she goes and becomes another man’s wife, and the latter man hates
her and writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out
of his house, or if the latter man dies, who took her to be his wife, then her former
husband, who sent ber away, may not take her again to be his wife, after she has
been defiled, for that is an abomination before the LORD. And you shall not bring
sin upon the land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance.”
Deuteronomy 24:1-4

He said to them, “Because of your hardness of beart Moses allowed you
to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so.”

Matthew 19:8

= Divorce is almost always sinful.
o God hates the consequences of divorce.
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And this second thing you do. You cover the LORD’s altar with tears, with weeping and
groaning because he no longer regards the offering or accepts it with favor from your hand.
But you say, “Why does he not?” Because the LORD was witness between you and the
wife of your youth, to whom you have been faithless, though she is your companion and
your wife by covenant. Did he not make them one, with a portion of the Spirit in their
union? And what was the one God seeking? Godly offspring. So guard yourselves in your
spirit, and let none of you be faithless to the wife of your youth. “For the man who does not
love his wife but divorces her, says the LORD, the God of Israel, covers his garment with
violence, says the LORD of hosts. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and do not be faithless.”
Malachi 2:13-16

= Divorce negatively affects physical offspring.
= Divorce negatively affects spiritual offspring.
* God regulates divorce.

o One ground for divorce among believers: adultery .

“When a man takes a wife and marries her, if then she finds no favor in his eyes because
he bas found some indecency in her, and he writes ber a certificate of divorce and puts
it in her hand and sends her out of his bouse, and she departs out of his house ... ”
Deuteronomy 24:1

“If a man is found lying with the wife of another man, both of them shall die, the man
who lay with the woman, and the woman. So you shall purge the evil from Israel.”
Deuteronomy 22:22

“If a man commits adultery with the wife of his neighbor, both the
adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death.”
Leviticus 20:10

They said to him, “Why then did Moses command one to give a certificate of divorce and
to send her away?” He said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart Moses allowed
you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so. And I say to you: whoever
divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery.”
Matthew 19:7-9

“It was also said, “Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.” But I
say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality,
makes her commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.”
Matthew 5:31-32

= Divorce is possible in this situation.

= Divorce between believers is not desirable.
* We are not looking for reasons to divorce.
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However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and
let the wife see that she respects her husband.
Ephesians 5:33
= Divorce between believers is not inevitable.

* We are looking for reconciliation to occur.

Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother
sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” Jesus said
to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times.”
Matthew 18:21-22

o One ground for divorce between a believer and an
unbeliever: abandonment .

To the rest I say (I, not the Lord) that if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever,

and she consents to live with him, he should not divorce ber. If any woman has

a husband who is an unbeliever, and he consents to live with her, she should not

divorce him. For the unbelieving husband is made holy because of his wife, and the

unbelieving wife is made holy because of her husband. Otherwise your children would
be unclean, but as it is, they are holy. But if the unbelieving partner separates, let it be

so. In such cases the brother or sister is not enslaved. God has called you to peace.

1 Corinthians 7:12-15

= Divorce is preferable in this situation.

o Remarriage is biblically permissible only after biblical

grounds for
divorce.

“But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on
the ground of sexual immorality, makes her commit adultery, and
whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.”
Matthew 5:32

And in the bouse the disciples asked him again about this matter. And be said to

them, “Whoever divorces bis wife and marries another commits adultery against

her, and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”
Mark 10:10-12

“Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery, and
he who marries a woman divorced from her husband commits adultery.”
Luke 16:18

* God redeems divorce.
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“For your Maker is your husband, the LORD of hosts is his name; and the Holy
One of Israel is your Redeemer, the God of the whole earth be is called.”
Isaiah 54:5

Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one
deeply despised, abhorred by the nation, the servant of rulers: “Kings shall
see and arise; princes, and they shall prostrate themselves; because of the
LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”
Isaiah 49:7

o Your Eternal Husband is always forgiving

For I feel a divine jealousy for you, since I betrothed you to one
husband, to present you as a pure virgin to Christ.
2 Corinthians 11:2

Then I beard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters
and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujab! For the Lord our
God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage
of the Lamb has come, and bis Bride has made herself ready; it was granted her to clothe
herself with fine linen, bright and pure”—for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the
saints. And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the
marriage supper of the Lamb.” And be said to me, “These are the true words of God.”
Revelation 19:6-9

o Your Eternal Husband is always faithful .

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.
Hebrews 10:23

= He will never commit adultery against you.
The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to
an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. “The
LORD is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.”
Lamentations 3:22-24

= He will never abandon you.
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened,
and do not be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”

Joshua 1:9

“And bebold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
Matthew 28:20
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Divorce and the Gospel ...

* If you are single ...
) Maximize your singleness to advance the gospel.

“For there are eunuchs who have been so from birth, and there are eunuchs who have
been made eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs
for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Let the one who is able to receive this receive it.”

Matthew 19:12
* If you are married ...
o Love your spouse in a way that portrays the gospel.

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the
wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. Now as
the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands.
Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave bimself up for ber ...
Ephesians 5:22-25

* If you are considering divorce ...
o Remember the preciousness of the gospel and the power of God.

But God shows bis love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Romans 5:8

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made
perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

2 Corinthians 12:9

* If you are divorced for a biblical reason ...
o Rest in the gospel in your singleness or possibly in a future
marriage.
* If you are divorced for an unbiblical reason and single ...
o Repent and rely on the gospel to glorify Christ as you stay single.
* If you are divorced for an unbiblical reason and married ...
o Repent and reflect the gospel in your current marriage.
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MAN’S DISTORTION

¢ The Gospel and Divorce

* The Gospel and Homosexuality
* The Gospel and Abortion

* The Gospel and Polygamy

* The Gospel and Pornography

The Gospel and Homosexuality

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness
of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. For what can be known about
God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For bis invisible attributes,
namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the
creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. For
although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they
became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise,
they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling
mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. Therefore God gave them up in
the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves,
because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the
creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. For this reason God gave
them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged natural relations for those
that are contrary to nature; and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women
and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts with
men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error. And since they did not see
fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be
done. They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They
are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, slanderers, haters of
God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, foolish, faithless,
heartless, ruthless. Though they know God’s righteous decree that those who practice such
things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them.
Romans 1:18-32

Homosexuality and the Wotld ...
* Homosexuality is innate .

o “I was born homosexual.”

o “God made me this way”’

o “Homosexual orientation is one of God’s gifts in my life.”
* Homosexuality is fixed .

o “My homosexual orientation cannot be changed.”

o “This is just the way I am.”

* Homosexuality is loving .

o “My partner and I love each other in an exclusive relationship. How can that

be wrong?”
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* Homosexuality is Christian
o “Jesus did not say anything against homosexuality.”
o “I'm a Christian and I'm gay. How can that be if homosexuality is wrong?”
o “I attend a gay church where the presence of God is evident. How can that be
if homosexuality is wrong?”

* Homosexuality is biblical .
o “Passages in Scripture which deal with homosexuality have been
misinterpreted.”

o “The Bible doesn't condemn homosexuality.”
Homosexuality and the Word ...
* Sin disorders our worship .

o We have exchanged God’s pattern for our preferences.

There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death.
Proverbs 14:12

o We have exchanged God’s praise for our pleasures

Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the
passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul.
1 Peter 2:11

= We are born with a heart of pride.

And when the LORD smelled the pleasing aroma, the LORD said in his beart, “T will
never again curse the ground because of man, for the intention of man’s heart is evil from
his youth. Neither will I ever again strike down every living creature as I have done.”
Genesis 8:21

Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.
Psalm 51:5

= We are bent toward sexual deviation.

For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual
immorality; that each one of you know how to control his own body in holiness
and honor, not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know God;
that no one transgress and wrong his brother in this matter, because the Lord is
an avenger in all these things, as we told you beforehand and solemnly warned
you. For God has not called us for impurity, but in holiness. Therefore whoever
disregards this, disregards not man but God, who gives his Holy Spirit to you.
1 Thessalonians 4:3-8

¢ Sin disorders our belief .
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For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh,
but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit.
For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and

peace. For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit

to God'’s law; indeed, it cannot. Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
Romans 8:5-8

o We have exchanged truth for tolerance.

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly
my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” They answered
him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is
it that you say, You will become free’? ” Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to
you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not remain in the house
forever; the son remains forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”

Jobn 8:31-36

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me.”
Jobn 14:6

experience of man.

o We have exchanged the Word of God for the

But before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, both young and old, all
the people to the last man, surrounded the house. And they called to Lot, “Where are the
men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us, that we may know them.” Lot went
out to the men at the entrance, shut the door after him, and said, “I beg you, my brothers,
do not act so wickedly. Behold, I have two daughters who have not known any man. Let
me bring them out to you, and do to them as you please. Only do nothing to these men, for
they have come under the shelter of my roof.” But they said, “Stand back!” And they said,
“This fellow came to sojourn, and he has become the judge! Now we will deal worse with
you than with them.” Then they pressed bard against the man Lot, and drew near to break
the door down. But the men reached out their hands and brought Lot into the house with
them and shut the door. And they struck with blindness the men who were at the entrance
of the house, both small and great, so that they wore themselves out groping for the door.
Genesis 19:4-11

... just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, which
likewise indulged in sexual immorality and pursued unnatural desire,
serve as an example by undergoing a punishment of eternal fire.

Jude 7

“You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination.
Leviticus 18:22
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“If a man lies with a male as with a woman, both of them have committed an
abomination; they shall surely be put to death; their blood is upon them.”
Leviticus 20:13

Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of
God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor
drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.

1 Corinthians 6:9-10

Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully, understanding this, that the
law is not laid down for the just but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly
and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who strike their fathers and mothers,
for murderers, the sexually immoral, men who practice homosexuality, enslavers,
liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine, in accordance with
the gospel of the glory of the blessed God with which I have been entrusted.

1 Timothy 1:8-11

= Homosexual advocacy must maintain that ...
* The Bible is irrelevant.

“Not to recognize, critique, and condemn Paul’s equation of godlessness with
homosexuality is dangerous. To remain within our respective Christian traditions
and not challenge those passages that degrade and destroy us is to contribute to
our own oppression ... . Those passages will be brought up and used against us
again and again until Christians demand their removal from the biblical canon
or, at the very least, formally discredit their authority to prescribe behavior.”
Gary David Comstock
Protestant Chaplain, Wesleyan University

* The Bible is inaccurate.
“The scriptural texts in the Old and New testaments condemning homosexual
practice are neither inspired by God nor [are they] of enduring Christian value.”
William M. Kent,

United Methodist Committee to Study Homosexuality

* The Bible is insufficient

“I think it important to state clearly that we do, in fact, reject the straightforward
commands of Scripture, and appeal instead to another authority when we declare that
same-sex unions can be holy and good. And what exactly is that authority? We appeal

explicitly to the weight of our own experience and the experience thousands of others have
witnessed to, which tells us that to claim our own sexual orientation is in fact to accept
the way in which God has created us. By so doing, we explicitly reject as well the premises
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of the scriptural statements condemning homosexuality—namely, that it is a vice freely
chosen, a symptom of human corruption, and disobedience to God’s created order.”
Luke Timothy Jobhnson
Professor of New Testament, Candler School of Theology at Emory University

¢ Sin disorders our desire .
But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the desires
of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these
are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do. But if you are
led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual

immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger,
rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you,
as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
Galatians 5:16-21

o We have exchanged sexual responsibility for supposed rights .

What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no
means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of us who
have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried
therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.
Romans 6:1-4

o We have exchanged what Scripture says about our desires for
what science says about our desires.
= Improper sexual desire is immoral, not inevitable,

But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named
among you, as is proper among saints. Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor
crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving. For you may
be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous
(that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.
Ephesians 5:3-5

e Sin disorders our behavior

.

Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion,
evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is
coming. In these you too once walked, when you were living in them. But now you must

put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. Do
not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices and have
put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator.
Colossians 3:5-10
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o We have exchanged moral obligations for natural explanations.

He will render to each one according to his works: to those who by patience in well-
doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life; but for those
who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will
be wrath and fury. There will be tribulation and distress for every human being who
does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek, but glory and honor and peace for everyone
who does good, the Jew first and also the Greek. For God shows no partiality.
Romans 2:6-11

= Causation does not imply justification.
= We do not always choose our temptations, but we always choose
our reactions

The LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen?
If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is
crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it.”
Genesis 4:6-7

No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful,
and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation
he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.

1 Corinthians 10:13

Homosexuality and the Gospel ...
* The gospel reorders our worship.

Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of
God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor
drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And
such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God
1 Corinthians 6:9-11

* The gospel renews our belief.

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing
you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.
Romans 12:1-2

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ
is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on
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things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
Colossians 3:1-4

* The gospel refreshes our desire.

Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions.
Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but
present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life,
and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. For sin will have

no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.
Romans 6:12-14

* The gospel redeems our behavior.

You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in
you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If
the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, be who raised Christ Jesus

from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through bis Spirit who dwells in you.

Romans 8:9-11

Homosexuality and the Church ...
* Look in

“Judge not, that you be not judged. For with the judgment you pronounce you will
be judged, and with the measure you use it will be measured to you. Why do you see
the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own
eye? Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,
when there is the log in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your
own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye.”
Matthew 7:1-5

Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing
judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same
things. We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who practice such things.
Do you suppose, O man—you who judge those who practice such things and yet do them
yourself—that you will escape the judgment of God? Or do you presume on the riches of
his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God's kindness is meant to
lead you to repentance? But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up
wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God's righteous judgment will be revealed.
Romans 2:1-5

o Completely avoid selective moral outrage.
o Biblically assess your spiritual (and sexual) condition.

-101 -



* Look out e

And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues
and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every
affliction. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they

were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to
his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray
earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”
Matthew 9:35-38

o Express humble compassion.
o Maintain deep conviction.

* Look up

Create in me a clean beart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not
away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy
of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. Then I will teach transgressors
your ways, and sinners will return to you. Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God,
O God of my salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of your righteousness. O Lord,
open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. For you will not delight in
sacrifice, or I would give it; you will not be pleased with a burnt offering. The sacrifices
of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.
Psalm 51:10-17

o Exalt His glory.

o Proclaim His gospel.
»  God has not called us to play things safe, but to tell the truth.
»  God has not called us to control the government, but to preach the gospel.
»  God has not called us to win arguments, but to win souls .
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MAN’S DISTORTION

¢ The Gospel and Divorce

¢ The Gospel and Homosexuality
¢ The Gospel and Abortion

¢ The Gospel and Polygamy

¢ The Gospel and Pornography

The Gospel and Abortion

He established a testimony in Jacob and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded
our fathers to teach to their children, that the next generation might know them, the
children yet unborn, and arise and tell them to their children, so that they should set
their hope in God and not forget the works of God, but keep his commandments ...

Psalm 78:5-7

* In the United States....
o Over 45 million abortions have occurred since 1973.
o 1.4 million abortions occur every year; 3,000 abortions occur every day; an
abortion occurs every 20-25 seconds.
o One third of American women have an abortion at some point in their lives.
® In the world ...
o 46 million abortions occur every year; 130,000 abortions occur
every day.
o A woman has an abortion almost every second of every day.

Abortion and God ...

For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb.
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your
works; my soul knows it very well. My frame was not hidden from you, when
I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. Your
eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them,
the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them.
Psalm 139:13-16

* Abortion is an affront to God's sovereign authority as Creator.

Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator
of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable.
Isaiah 40:28

o He is the Giver of life.

“The Spirit of God has made me, and the breath of the Almighty gives me life”
Job 33:4
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“Who among all these does not know that the hand of the LORD has done this?
In bis band is the life of every living thing and the breath of all mankind.”
Job 12:9-10

o He is the Taker of life.

And be said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return. The
LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.”
Job 1:21

“See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god beside me; I kill and I make
alive; I wound and I beal; and there is none that can deliver out of my hand.”
Deuteronomy 32:39

* Abortion is an assault on God'’s glorious work in creation.

O LORD, how manifold are your works! In wisdom have you
made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.
Psalm 104:24

o The way God creates people compels praise .

These all look to you, to give them their food in due season. When you give it to them,
they gather it up; when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. When
you hide your face, they are dismayed; when you take away their breath, they die and
return to their dust. When you send forth your Spirit, they are created, and you renew
the face of the ground. May the glory of the LORD endure forever; may the LORD
rejoice in his works, who looks on the earth and it trembles, who touches the mountains
and they smoke! I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God
while I bave being. May my meditation be pleasing to him, for I rejoice in the LORD.
Psalm 104:27-34

= The womb contains a person formed in the image of God.

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the
livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and
female be created them. And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful
and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea
and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”
Genesis 1:26-28

* If the unborn is not human, no justification for abortion
is necessary.
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¢ If the unborn is human, no justification for abortion
is adequate
o “But women have a right to privacy with their doctors””
o “But women should have the freedom to choose.”
o “But making abortions illegal forces women into back alleys

with coat hangers””
o “But more children will create a drain on the economy.”

“Think of a little girl named Rachel. Rachel is two months old, but she is still six
weeks away from being a full-term baby. She was born prematurely at 24 weeks, in
the middle of her mother’s second trimester. On the day of her birth Rachel weighed

one pound, nine ounces, but dropped to just under a pound soon after. She was so
small she could rest in the palm of ber daddy’s hand. She was a tiny, living, human
person. Heroic measures were taken to save this child’s life. Why? Because we have
an obligation to protect, nurture, and care for other humans who would die without
our help—especially little children. Rachel was a vulnerable and valuable human
being. But get this ... If a doctor came into the hospital room and, instead of caring for
Rachel, took the life of this little girl as she lay quietly nursing at her mother’s breast,
it would be homicide. However, if this same little girl—the very same Rachel—was
inches away resting inside her mother’s womb, she could be legally killed by abortion.”
Gregory Koukl

= Though the unborn is visibly hidden from man, he/she is never hidden
from God.

Your hands fashioned and made me, and now you have destroyed me altogether.
Remember that you have made me like clay; and will you return me to the
dust. Did you not pour me out like milk and curdle me like cheese? You clothed
me with skin and flesh, and knit me together with bones and sinews. You have
granted me life and steadfast love, and your care has preserved my spirit. Yet
these things you hid in your heart; I know that this was your purpose.

Job 10:8-13

o All of God’s works are wonderful
= Even (or especially) in the case of disability.

As he passed by, be saw a man blind from birth. And bis disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “It was not that
this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him.”
John 9:1-3

= Even (or especially) in the midst of difficulty

“As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring
it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.”
Genesis 50:20
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And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for
those who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the

firstborn among many brothers. And those whom he predestined be also called, and
those whom he called he also justified, and those whom be justified he also glorified.
Romans 8:28-30

* What about rape?

“Fathers shall not be put to death because of their children, nor shall children be put
to death because of their fathers. Each one shall be put to death for his own sin.”
Deuteronomy 24:16

* What about incest?

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abrabam.
Abrabam was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the
father of Judah and bis brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by

Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram ...
Matthew 1:1-3

* The message of the gospel: God takes unimaginable evil and turns it

into ultimate good .

“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God
with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst,
as you yourselves know—this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. God raised
him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it.”
Acts 2:22-24

e Abortion is an attack on God's intimate relationship with the unborn.
o He fashions them.

“Did not he who made me in the womb make him?
And did not one fashion us in the womb?”

Job 31:15
o He values them.

“When men strive together and hit a pregnant woman, so that her children come
out, but there is no harm, the one who hit her shall surely be fined, as the woman’s
husband shall impose on him, and he shall pay as the judges determine. But if
there is harm, then you shall pay life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand
for band, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for wound, stripe for stripe.”
Exodus 21:22-25
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o He knows them.

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born
I consecrated yous I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”
Jeremiah 1:5

o He relates to them.

Yet you are he who took me from the womb; you made me trust you at my mother’s breasts.
On you was I cast from my birth, and from my mother’s womb you have been my God.
Psalm 22:9-10

o He calls them.

But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by bis grace ...
Galatians 1:15

o He names them.

Listen to me, O coastlands, and give attention, you peoples from afar. The LORD
called me from the womb, from the body of my mother he named my name.
Isaiah 49:1

o He anoints them.

“ v« for be will be great before the Lord. And he must not drink wine or strong
drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb.”
Luke 1:15

“For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my
ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy.”
Luke 1:44

Abortion and the Gospel ...
* God is the Judge of sin.

“Far be it from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death
with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that
from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?”
Genesis 18:25

He will render to each one according to his works: to those who by patience in well-doing
seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life; but for those who are self-
seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury.
Romans 2:6-8
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Mothers who have aborted babies.
Fathers who have encouraged abortion.

Grandparents who have supported abortion.
Doctors who have performed abortion.

O 0 0 0 ©

Leaders who have permitted abortion.

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority
except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore
whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who

resist will incur judgment. For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad.
Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good,
and you will receive his approval, for be is God's servant for your good. But if
you do wrong, be afraid, for be does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the

servant of God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath on the wrongdoer.
Romans 13:1-4

= Government is given by God for the good of people.

= Government is given by God for the legislation of morality
o Christians who have done nothing about abortion.

“To endorse or even to be neutral about killing innocent children created in
God’s image is unthinkable in the Scriptures, was unthinkable to Christians
in church bistory, and should be unthinkable to Christians today.”
Randy Alcorn

* God is the Savior of sinners.

For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions
and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one
another. But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared,
he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to
his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,
whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being
justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
Titus 3:3-7

o He forgives entirely.

For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his
steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is from
the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us.
Psalm 103:11-12

“I, I am he who blots out your transgressions for my own
sake, and I will not remember your sins.”
ILsaiah 43:25
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If we confess our sins, be is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
1 John 1:9

o He heals deeply .

“Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But
he who is forgiven little, loves little.” And he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” Then
those who were at table with him began to say among themselves, “Who is this, who
even forgives sins?” And be said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”
Luke 7:47-50

o He restores completely.

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
Romans 8:1

o He redeems fully .

And we know that for those who love God all things work together

for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.
Romans 8:28

Abortion and the Church ...

Therefore do not become partners with thems; for at one time you were darkness, but
now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is found
in all that is good and right and true), and try to discern what is pleasing to the
Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them.
Ephesians 5:7-11

Look around ...
o Learn the facts about abortion.
o See the pictures of abortion.
o Listen to the victims of abortion.
Step forward ...
o Share your burdens from the past with brothers and/or sisters.
o Share your struggles in the present with brothers and/or sisters.

Speak up
o Before God.

o Before the government.

Reach out ...
o Through giving to pro-life causes and ministries.
o Through serving unwed and under-age mothers.
o Through volunteering at pregnancy centers.
o Through supporting abortion alternatives,

o Through adopting unwanted children.
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MAN’S DISTORTION

The Gospel and Divorce

The Gospel and Homosexuality
The Gospel and Abortion

The Gospel and Polygamy

The Gospel and Pornography

The Gospel and Polygamy

And Lamech took two wives. The name of the one was Adah, and the name of
the other Zillah. Adab bore Jabal; he was the father of those who dwell in tents
and bave livestock. His brother’s name was Jubal; he was the father of all those
who play the lyre and pipe. Zillah also bore Tubal-cain; he was the forger of all
instruments of bronze and iron. The sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah. Lamech
said to bis wives: “Adab and Zillah, hear my voice; you wives of Lamech, listen
to what I say: I have killed a man for wounding me, a young man for striking
me. If Cain’s revenge is sevenfold, then Lamech’s is seventy-sevenfold.”
Genesis 4:19-24

So, after Abram had lived ten years in the land of Canaan, Sarai, Abram’s wife, took
Hagar the Egyptian, ber servant, and gave her to Abram her husband as a wife.
Genesis 16:3

When Esau was forty years old, he took Judith the daughter of Beeri
the Hittite to be his wife, and Basemath the daughter of Elon the
Hittite, and they made life bitter for Isaac and Rebekab.
Genesis 26:34-35

Esau went to Ishmael and took as his wife, besides the wives he had, Mahalath
the daughter of Ishmael, Abraham’s son, the sister of Nebaioth.
Genesis 28:9

But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob, and he went
in to her. (Laban gave his female servant Zilpah to his daughter Leab to be her
servant.) And in the morning, behold, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, “What
is this you have done to me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then have you
deceived me?” Laban said, “It is not so done in our country, to give the younger before
the firstborn. Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the other also in
return for serving me another seven years.” Jacob did so, and completed her week. Then
Laban gave him his daughter Rachel to be bis wife. (Laban gave his female servant
Bilhah to his daughter Rachel to be her servant.) So Jacob went in to Rachel also,
and bhe loved Rachel more than Leah, and served Laban for another seven years.
Genesis 29:23-30
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Polygamy and God ...
¢ The divine pattern for marriage:

Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold
fast to bis wife, and they shall become one flesh.
Genesis 2:24

Drink water from your own cistern, flowing water from your own well. Should your springs

be scattered abroad, streams of water in the streets? Let them be for yourself alone, and not

for strangers with you. Let your fountain be blessed, and rejoice in the wife of your youth ...
Proverbs 5:15-18

But because of the temptation to sexual immorality, each man should
have his own wife and each woman her own husband.

1 Corinthians 7:2

¢ The divine prohibition of polygamy:

“And you shall not take a woman as a rival wife to ber sister,
uncovering her nakedness while her sister is still alive.”
Leviticus 18:18

There was a certain man of Ramathaim-zophim of the hill country of Epbraim whose
name was Elkanah the son of Jeroham, son of Elibu, son of Tobu, son of Zuph, an
Epbrathite. He had two wives. The name of the one was Hannah, and the name of the
other, Peninnah. And Peninnah had children, but Hannab bad no children. Now this
man used to go up year by year from bis city to worship and to sacrifice to the LORD
of hosts at Shiloh, where the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinebas, were priests of
the LORD. On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to Peninnah
his wife and to all her sons and daughters. But to Hannah he gave a double portion,
because he loved her, though the LORD had closed her womb. And her rival used to
provoke her grievously to irritate her, because the LORD had closed her womb.

1 Samuel 1:1-6

“And be shall not acquire many wives for himself, lest his beart turn
away, nor shall be acquire for himself excessive silver and gold.”
Deuteronomy 17:17

o Polygamy breeds idolatry.

Now King Solomon loved many foreign women, along with the daughter of Pharaob:
Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women, from the nations concerning
which the LORD had said to the people of Israel, “You shall not enter into marriage with
them, neither shall they with you, for surely they will turn away your heart after their
gods.” Solomon clung to these in love. He had 700 wives, who were princesses, and 300
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concubines. And bis wives turned away his heart. For when Solomon was old his wives
turned away his heart after other gods, and his beart was not wholly true to the LORD his
God, as was the beart of David bis father. For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess
of the Sidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. So Solomon did
what was evil in the sight of the LORD and did not wholly follow the LORD, as David his
father had done. Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the abomination of Moab,

and for Molech the abomination of the Ammonites, on the mountain east of Jerusalem.

And so he did for all his foreign wives, who made offerings and sacrificed to their gods.

1 Kings 11:1-8

o Polygamy brings disharmony.

So Jacob went in to Rachel also, and he loved Rachel more than Leah, and served Laban
for another seven years. When the LORD saw that Leah was hated, he opened her womb,
but Rachel was barren. And Leab conceived and bore a son, and she called his name
Reuben, for she said, “Because the LORD has looked upon my affliction; for now my
husband will love me.” She conceived again and bore a son, and said, “Because the LORD
has heard that I am bated, he bas given me this son also.” And she called his name Simeon.
Again she conceived and bore a son, and said, “Now this time my husband will be attached
to me, because I have borne him three sons.” Therefore his name was called Levi. And she
conceived again and bore a son, and said, “This time I will praise the LORD.” Therefore
she called bis name Judah. Then she ceased bearing. When Rachel saw that she bore Jacob
no children, she envied her sister. She said to Jacob, “Give me children, or I shall die!”
Genesis 29:30-30:1

* The divine provision for polygamists:

“If a man has two wives, the one loved and the other unloved, and both the loved
and the unloved have borne him children, and if the firstborn son belongs to
the unloved, then on the day when be assigns bis possessions as an inberitance
to his sons, he may not treat the son of the loved as the firstborn in preference
to the son of the unloved, who is the firstborn, but he shall acknowledge the
firstborn, the son of the unloved, by giving him a double portion of all that he
has, for he is the firstfruits of his strength. The right of the firstborn is his.”
Deuteronomy 21:15-17

o This is not an endorsement for polygamy.

“If a man steals an ox or a sheep, and kills it or sells it, he shall repay five oxen for an
ox, and four sheep for a sheep. If a thief is found breaking in and is struck so that he
dies, there shall be no bloodguilt for him, but if the sun has risen on him, there shall be
bloodguilt for him. He shall surely pay. If be has nothing, then he shall be sold for bis theft.”
Exodus 22:1-3

o This is compassion for people.
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“Behold, a son shall be born to you who shall be a man of rest. I will give him rest
from all bis surrounding enemies. For his name shall be Solomon, and I will give peace
and quiet to Israel in his days. He shall build a bouse for my name. He shall be my
son, and I will be his father, and I will establish his royal throne in Israel forever.”

1 Chronicles 22:9-10

And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah ...
Matthew 1:6

Polygamy and the Church ...
* A polygamist cannot be a church leader .

Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife,
sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach ...
1 Timothy 3:2

Let deacons each be the husband of one wife, managing
their children and their own households well.
1 Timothy 3:12

This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into
order, and appoint elders in every town as I directed you—if anyone is
above reproach, the husband of one wife, and his children are believers

and not open to the charge of debauchery or insubordination.
Titus 1:5-6

* A polygamist can be a church member .

Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of
God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor
drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inberit the kingdom of God. And
such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

1 Corinthians 6:9-11

Polygamy and the Gospel ...
* The gospel compels us to avoid polygamy.

“Therefore a man shall leave bis father and mother and hold fast to bis wife,
and the two shall become one flesh.” This mystery is profound, and I am
saying that it refers to Christ and the church. However, let each one of you love
his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.
Ephesians 5:31-33
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o It defies the pattern of marriage.
o It distorts the picture of the gospel.
* The gospel calls us to encourage polygamists:

Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. At the
same time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a door for the word, to
declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which I am in prison—that I may
make it clear, which is how I ought to speak. Walk in wisdom toward outsiders,
making the best use of the time. Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned
with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer each person.
Colossians 4:2-6

o Be saved by Christ.
“Was it not I, the LORD? And there is no other god besides me, a righteous
God and a Savior; there is none besides me. Turn to me and be saved,
all the ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other.”
Isaiah 45:21-22

o Be faithful to your wives,

Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh with them.
Colossians 3:19

o Be opposed to any and all future polygamy.
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MAN’S DISTORTION

¢ The Gospel and Divorce

* The Gospel and Homosexuality
* The Gospel and Abortion

* The Gospel and Polygamy

* The Gospel and Pornography

The Gospel and Pornography

Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the
passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul.
1 Peter 2:11

For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh.
For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to
destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against
the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ ...

2 Corinthians 10:3-5

TEN GOSPEL EXHORTATIONS ...

The Character of God
* Cultivate unshakeable zeal for the glory of God's name.

So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
1 Corinthians 10:31

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
Colossians 3:17

««vin order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.
To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
1 Peter 4:11

“Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised
me and have taken the wife of Uriab the Hittite to be your wife.” Thus says the LORD,
“Behold, I will raise up evil against you out of your own house. And I will take your wives
before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and be shall lie with your wives in the
sight of this sun. For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel and before
the sun.” David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” And Nathan said to
David, “Ihe LORD also has put away your sin; you shall not die. Nevertheless, because
by this deed you have utterly scorned the LORD, the child who is born to you shall die.”
2 Samuel 12:10-14
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“Pray then like this: ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”
Matthew 6:9-10

* Acknowledge your sexual drive as a good gift from a gracious God.

Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to bis wife, and they
shall become one flesh. And the man and bis wife were both naked and were not ashamed.
Genesis 2:24-25

Let your fountain be blessed, and rejoice in the wife of your youth, a lovely
deer, a graceful doe. Let her breasts fill you at all times with delight; be
intoxicated always in her love. Why should you be intoxicated, my son,

with a forbidden woman and embrace the bosom of an adulteress?
Proverbs 5:18-20

The husband should give to his wife ber conjugal rights, and likewise the wife to
her husband. For the wife does not have authority over her own body, but the
husband does. Likewise the husband does not have authority over his own body,
but the wife does. Do not deprive one another, except perbaps by agreement for
a limited time, that you may devote yourselves to prayer; but then come together
again, so that Satan may not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.

1 Corinthians 7:3-5

And after a time bis master’s wife cast her eyes on Joseph and said, “Lie with me.” But he
refused and said to his master’s wife, “Behold, because of me my master has no concern
about anything in the house, and be has put everything that he has in my charge. He is
not greater in this house than I am, nor has he kept back anything from me except you,
because you are his wife. How then can I do this great wickedness and sin against God?”

Genesis 39:7-9

The Sinfulness of Man

* Run from every temptation, knowing that one sin is enough to warrant
infinite damnation.

Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and
so death spread to all men because all sinned—for sin indeed was in the world before
the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. Yet death reigned from
Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam,
who was a type of the one who was to come. But the free gift is not like the trespass. For
if many died through one man’s trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free
gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. And the free gift is
not like the result of that one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought
condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought justification. For if,
because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will
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those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life
through the one man Jesus Christ. Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all
men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. For as by the
one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the
many will be made righteous. Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where
sin increased, grace abounded all the more, so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also

might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Romans 5:12-21

Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body,
but the sexually immoral person sins against his own body. Or do you not know that
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You

are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.
1 Corinthians 6:18-20

But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
Romans 13:14

“I bave made a covenant with my eyes; how then could I gaze at a virgin?”
Job 31:1

* Guard yourself with godly

friendships

and gospel accountability.

Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading
you to fall away from the living God. But exhort one another every day, as long as

it is called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.
Hebrews 3:12-13

And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,
not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging
one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.
Hebrews 10:24-25
The Character of Christ

* Contemplate the price Christ paid for your purity.

See
a cross in agony. Fight tempting images with that image.

Him writhing on

Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope
fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. As
obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, but
as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is written,
“You shall be holy, for I am holy.” And if you call on him as Father who judges

impartially according to each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout
the time of your exile, knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways
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inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but
with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.
1 Peter 1:13-19

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in
the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God
and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and
to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.
Titus 2:11-14

For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth,
there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a fearful expectation of judgment,
and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries. Anyone who has set aside
the law of Moses dies without mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses.
How much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one who
has trampled underfoot the Son of God, and has profaned the blood of the
covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace?
Hebrews 10:26-29

Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the members
of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Or do you not know that he
who is joined to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is written, “The two

will become one flesh.” But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him.
1 Corinthians 6:15-17

* Consider the compassion Christ has for the souls of men and women. Love and

pray for them; don't exploit and abuse them.

When bhe saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.
Matthew 9:36

“Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs
will bear his voice and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection
of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.”

John 5:28-29
From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh.
2 Corinthians 5:16
The Necessity of Faith
* Believe that God is for you ... and knows what is best for you.
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For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favor and
honor. No good thing does he withhold from those who walk uprightly.
O LORD of hosts, blessed is the one who trusts in you!

Psalm 84:11-12

Ob, taste and see that the LORD is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him!
Ob, fear the LORD, you his saints, for those who fear him have no lack! The young
lions suffer want and hunger; but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing.
Psalm 34:8-10

He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how
will be not also with him graciously give us all things?
Romans 8:32

Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters
or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, who will not
receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers

and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life.”
Mark 10:29-30

. Memorize and meditate on Scripture.

How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to your word.
With my whole heart I seek you; let me not wander from your commandments!
I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you.
DPsalm 119:9-11

Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands
in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in
the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night.
Psalm 1:1-2

I write to you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning.
I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of
God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one.

1 John 2:14

The Urgency of Eternity

* Ponder the eternal danger and destruction associated with sexual sin.

“You have heard that it was said, “You shall not commit adultery. But I say to you that
everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent bas already committed adultery
with ber in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away.
For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown
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into bell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it
is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body go into hell”
Matthew 5:27-30

“And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life
crippled than with two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your
foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than with
two feet to be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is
better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be
thrown into hell, ‘where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.””
Mark 9:43-48

Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of
God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor
drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.

1 Corinthians 6:9-10

Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality,
idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions,
envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you
before, that those who do such things will not inberit the kingdom of God.
Galatians 5:19-21

For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is
covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.
Ephesians 5:5

Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil
desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is coming.
Colossians 3:5-6

+vs just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, which
likewise indulged in sexual immorality and pursued unnatural desire,
serve as an example by undergoing a punishment of eternal fire.
Jude 1:7

“But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the
sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in
the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.”
Revelation 21:8

Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and
that they may enter the city by the gates. Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the sexually
immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.
Revelation 22:14-15
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* Ponder the eternal delight and joy associated with future salvation.

You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is
fullness of joys at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
Psalm 16:11

Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is nothing on earth
that I desire besides you. My flesh and my heart may fail, but
God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.
Psalm 73:25-26

Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it
my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Brothers, I do not consider that
I bave made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining
forward to what lies abead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward
call of God in Christ Jesus. Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if in
anything you think otherwise, God will reveal that also to you. Only let us hold true
to what we have attained. Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those
who walk according to the example you have in us. For many, of whom I bave often
told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ.
Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with
minds set on earthly things. But our citizenship is in beaven, and from it we await
a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his
glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself.
Philippians 3:12-21

After this I beard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, crying
out, “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, for his judgments
are true and just; for be has judged the great prostitute who corrupted the earth with
her immorality, and has avenged on her the blood of his servants” Once more they cried
out, “Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up forever and ever” And the twenty-four
elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who was seated on the
throne, saying, “Amen. Hallelujah!” And from the throne came a voice saying, “Praise
our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, small and great.” Then I heard what
seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters and like the
sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the
Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the
Lamb has come, and bis Bride has made berself ready; it was granted her to clothe herself
with fine linen, bright and pure”—for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.
Revelation 19:1-8
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SPECIAL ISSUES

¢ Sexual Distinction in the Church
¢ Sexual Sin in the Church

* Sexual Satisfaction in Marriage
Sexual Distinction in the Church

Let a woman learn quietly with all submissiveness. I do not permit a woman
to teach or to exercise authority over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet.
For Adam was formed first, then Eve; and Adam was not deceived, but the
woman was deceived and became a transgressor. Yet she will be saved through
childbearing—if they continue in faith and love and holiness, with self-control.
1 Timothy 2:11-15

* Two principles ...
o The principle of harmony : We interpret each Scripture in light of
all Scripture.
o The principle of history : God has revealed scriptural truth in the
context of specific historical and cultural settings.
= What part of the text is cultural expression (which changes)?
= What part of the text is central revelation (which never
changes)?
* Two reminders ...
o God created men and women with equal dignity.
o God created men and women with complementary roles.
= In the home.
= In the church.
* Two prohibitions ...

The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a
noble task. Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife,
sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not a drunkard,
not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his
own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, for if someone

does not know how to manage his own housebold, how will he care for God’s
church? He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit
and fall into the condemnation of the devil. Moreover, he must be well thought of
by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil.
1 Timothy 3:1-7

This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into order,
and appoint elders in every town as I directed you—if anyone is above reproach,
the husband of one wife, and his children are believers and not open to the charge

of debauchery or insubordination. For an overseer, as God's steward, must be above

-122 -



reproach. He must not be arrogant or quick-tempered or a drunkard or violent or
greedy for gain, but hospitable, a lover of good, self-controlled, upright, holy, and
disciplined. He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be
able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it.
Titus 1:5-9

Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor,
especially those who labor in preaching and teaching.
1 Timothy 5:17

o Women should not teach as elders/pastors/overseers in the church.
= Women listen willingly to the biblical instruction of elders.

Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God.
Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith.
Hebrews 13:7

= Women should teach in various settings of the church in accord
with elder instruction.

Older women likewise are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers or slaves to
much wine. They are to teach what is good, and so train the young women to love
their husbands and children, to be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind, and
submissive to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be reviled.
Titus 2:3-5

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from
whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred
writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.

2 Timothy 3:14-15

I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother
Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well.
2 Timothy 1:5

Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was an
eloquent man, competent in the Scriptures. He bad been instructed in the way of
the Lord. And being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things
concerning Jesus, though he knew only the baptism of John. He began to speak boldly
in the synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and
explained to him the way of God more accurately. And when he wished to cross to
Achaia, the brothers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome him. When
he arrived, he greatly helped those who through grace had believed, for he powerfully
refuted the Jews in public, showing by the Scriptures that the Christ was Jesus.
Acts 18:24-28
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Every man who prays or prophesies with his head covered dishonors his
head, but every wife who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered
dishonors her head, since it is the same as if ber bead were shaven.

1 Corinthians 11:4-5

On the next day we departed and came to Caesarea, and we entered
the house of Philip the evangelist, who was one of the seven, and stayed
with him. He had four unmarried daughters, who prophesied.
Acts 21:8-9

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing
one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.
Colossians 3:16

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.”
Matthew 28:19-20

o Women should not lead as elders/pastors/overseers in the church.
= Women submit gladly to the servant leadership of elders.

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your
souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy
and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.
Hebrews 13:17

= Women should lead in various positions of the church under the
authority of elder leadership.

I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church at Cenchreae, that you
may welcome her in the Lord in a way worthy of the saints, and belp her in whatever
she may need from you, for she has been a patron of many and of myself as well. Greet
Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, who risked their necks for my
life, to whom not only I give thanks but all the churches of the Gentiles give thanks
as well. Greet also the church in their house. Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who was
the first convert to Christ in Asia. Greet Mary, who has worked hard for you.
Romans 16:1-6

Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to much
wine, not greedy for dishonest gain. They must hold the mystery of the faith
with a clear conscience. And let them also be tested first; then let them serve

as deacons if they prove themselves blameless. Their wives likewise must
be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in all things.
1 Timothy 3:8-11

-124-



Now there was in Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which, translated, means Dorcas.
She was full of good works and acts of charity. In those days she became ill and died, and
when they had washed her, they laid her in an upper room. Since Lydda was near Joppa,

the disciples, hearing that Peter was there, sent two men to him, urging him, “Please

come to us without delay.” So Peter rose and went with them. And when he arrived,
they took him to the upper room. All the widows stood beside him weeping and showing
tunics and other garments that Dorcas made while she was with them. But Peter put
them all outside, and knelt down and prayed; and turning to the body he said, “Tabitha,
arise” And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. And he gave her his
hand and raised her up. Then calling the saints and widows, be presented ber alive.
Acts 9:36-41

I entreat Euodia and I entreat Syntyche to agree in the Lord. Yes, I ask you also, true
companion, help these women, who have labored side by side with me in the gospel together
with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.
Philippians 4:2-3

Let a widow be enrolled if she is not less than sixty years of age, having been
the wife of one husband, and having a reputation for good works: if she has
brought up children, bas shown hospitality, has washed the feet of the saints,
has cared for the afflicted, and has devoted herself to every good work.
1 Timothy 5:9-10

If any believing woman bas relatives who are widows, let ber care for them. Let
the church not be burdened, so that it may care for those who are truly widows.
1 Timothy 5:16

¢ Two questions ...
o As a woman teaches/leads, is she reflecting God’s pattern
in Scripture ?

o As a woman teaches/leads, is she reinforcing God’s priorities in
the home ?
* Two reasons ...

For Adam was formed first, then Eve; and Adam was not deceived,

but the woman was deceived and became a transgressor.
1 Timothy 2:13-14

o God’s design in creation: God gives authority to man.
o Satan’s distortion of creation: man abdicates authority to woman.

And to Adam be said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have
eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, You shall not eat of it, cursed is the
ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life ...”
Genesis 3:17
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* Two things we don't know for sure ...

Yet she will be saved through childbearing—if they continue
in faith and love and holiness, with self-control.
1 Timothy 2:15

o Is 1 Timothy 2:15 talking about salvation through the offspring of Eve?
o Is 1 Timothy 2:15 talking about the significance of women nurturing children?
* Two things we do know for sure ...
o Women are sanctified as they glorify God in the distinct roles and
responsibilities He has entrusted to them in the home and in the church.

o Women are saved not through the birth of a child, but through the death
of Christ.

But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for
us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we
be saved by him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we were
reconciled to God by the death of bis Son, much more, now that we are reconciled,
shall we be saved by bis life. More than that, we also rejoice in God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.
Romans 5:8-11

-126 -



SPECIAL ISSUES

e Sexual Distinction in the Church
® Sexual Sin in the Church
* Sexual Satisfaction in Marriage

Sexual Sin in the Church

“It is a morbid and depressing fact that when it comes to adultery, there are
too many casualties among pastors. Ministers are just as vulnerable as others.
No area, no country, no denomination is immune. The damage done in each
case is irreparable: the breakdown, as far as ministry is concerned, final. This

is a distasteful subject, but we cannot shirk it. The matter demands faithful

treatment. Let him who thinks that be stands take heed lest e fall.”
Erroll Hulse

¢ Find your comfort in prayer .

Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our brother Sosthenes,
To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be
saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus

Christ, both their Lord and ours: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that
was given you in Christ Jesus, that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech
and all knowledge—even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you—so
that you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is
faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

1 Corinthians 1:1-9

o Godis holy .

“For I am the LORD your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy,
for I am holy. You shall not defile yourselves with any swarming thing that
crawls on the ground. For I am the LORD who brought you up out of the land
of Egypt to be your God. You shall therefore be holy, for I am holy.”
Leviticus 11:44-45

“And now, O priests, this command is for you. If you will not listen, if you will not take
it to heart to give honor to my name, says the LORD of hosts, then I will send the curse
upon you and I will curse your blessings. Indeed, I have already cursed them, because
you do not lay it to heart. Behold, I will rebuke your offspring, and spread dung on
your faces, the dung of your offerings, and you shall be taken away with it. So shall you
know that I have sent this command to you, that my covenant with Levi may stand,
says the LORD of hosts. My covenant with him was one of life and peace, and I gave
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them to him. It was a covenant of fear, and he feared me. He stood in awe of my name.
True instruction was in his mouth, and no wrong was found on his lips. He walked

with me in peace and uprightness, and he turned many from iniquity. For the lips of a

priest should guard knowledge, and people should seek instruction from his mouth, for

he is the messenger of the LORD of hosts. But you have turned aside from the way. You
have caused many to stumble by your instruction. You have corrupted the covenant

of Levi, says the LORD of hosts, and so I make you despised and abased before all the

people, inasmuch as you do not keep my ways but show partiality in your instruction.”

Malachi 2:1-9

o God is present.

“Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they
ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. For where two
or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.”
Matthew 18:19-20

o Godis faithful .

“Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, the faithful God
who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and
keep his commandments, to a thousand generations ...”
Deuteronomy 7:9

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for e who promised is faithful.
Hebrews 10:23

* Find your direction in the Word .

<« and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom,
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith
might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.
1 Corinthians 2:4-5

o God guards us by His Word.
o God guides us by His Word.

* Find your wisdom in the cross .

For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of
eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. For the word of the cross
is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
1 Corinthians 1:17-18

o The cross displays the severity of sin.
o The cross displays the wonder of grace.
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¢ Find your support in the church .

It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind
that is not tolerated even among pagans, for a man has his father’s wife. And
you are arrogant! Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done this be
removed from among you. For though absent in body, I am present in spirit; and
as if present, I have already pronounced judgment on the one who did such a thing
When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and my spirit is present,
with the power of our Lord Jesus, you are to deliver this man to Satan for the
destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.

1 Corinthians 5:1-5

o We are accountable to God.
o We are responsible to each other.
o We are visible to the world.
* Find your examples in church leaders .

This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the
mysteries of God. Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful.
But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by any
human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. For I am not aware of anything
against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me.
Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes,
who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the
purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from God.
1 Corinthians 4:1-5

I do not write these things to make you ashamed, but to admonish you as my beloved
children. For though you have countless guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers.
For I became your father in Christ Jesus through the gospel. I urge you, then, be imitators
of me. That is why I sent you Timothy, my beloved and faithful child in the Lord,
to remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach them everywhere in every church.

1 Corinthians 4:14-17

o God has appointed us for our service.

Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who
labor in preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox
when it treads out the grain,” and, “Ihe laborer deserves his wages.” Do not admit a
charge against an elder except on the evidence of two or three witnesses. As for those

who persist in sin, rebuke them in the presence of all, so that the rest may stand in fear.

1 Timothy 5:17-20

Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God.
Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith.
Hebrews 13:7
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o God will judge us for our stewardship.

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your
souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not
with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you. Pray for us, for we are
sure that we have a clear conscience, desiring to act honorably in all things.
Hebrews 13:17-18

Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made
you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.
Acts 20:28

* Recognize the extremely serious nature of sexual sin.

“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful for me,”
but I will not be dominated by anything. “Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach
for food”—and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant for sexual
immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and will
also raise us up by bis power. Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ?
Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never!
Or do you not know that he who is joined to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For,
as it is written, “The two will become one flesh.” But he who is joined to the Lord becomes
one spirit with him. Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is
outside the body, but the sexually immoral person sins against his own body. Or do you
not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from
God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.
1 Corinthians 6:12-20

o Sexual sin is different.

o Sexual sin is devastating
* Recommit yourself to wholehearted love for your spouse or future
spouse.

Now concerning the matters about which you wrote: “It is good for a man not to have
sexual relations with a woman.” But because of the temptation to sexual immorality,
each man should have his own wife and each woman her own husband. The husband
should give to his wife her conjugal rights, and likewise the wife to her husband. For
the wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does. Likewise
the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does.
1 Corinthians 7:1-4

o The covenant of marriage is too precious.

o The picture of marriage is too valuable.
Repent of any and all sins that you are hiding .
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Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as

they did. Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people

sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play” We must not indulge in sexual

immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day.

We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by

serpents, nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer.
1 Corinthians 10:6-10

o Compartmentalization is always dangerous.
o Cover-ups are always temporary
* Run away from any and all temptations that you are entertaining

Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were written down
for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. Therefore let anyone
who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. No temptation has overtaken you
that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted
beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape,
that you may be able to endure it. Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.
1 Corinthians 10:11-14

o Qur pride is subtle.
o Our lives are susceptible.
* Rejoice that sin will not have the last word.

I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the
perishable inherit the imperishable. Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but
we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For
the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.
For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put
on immortality. When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on
immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in
victory. O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” The sting of death is
sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.

1 Corinthians 15:50-58

o The Lord will resurrect our bodies.
o The Lord will preserve His church.

Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you
blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God,
our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion,
and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.
Jude 24-25
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SPECIAL ISSUES

¢ Sexual Distinction in the Church
¢ Sexual Sin in the Church

* Sexual Satisfaction in Marriage

Sexual Satisfaction in Marriage

Gospel Foundations ...
* Sexis relational

Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold
fast to bis wife, and they shall become one flesh.
Genesis 2:24

For the lips of a forbidden woman drip honey, and her speech is smoother than oil, but
in the end she is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-edged sword. Her feet go down to
death; her steps follow the path to Sheol; she does not ponder the path of life; her ways
wander, and she does not know it. And now, O sons, listen to me, and do not depart

from the words of my mouth. Keep your way far from her, and do not go near the door

of her house, lest you give your honor to others and your years to the merciless, lest
strangers take their fill of your strength, and your labors go to the house of a foreigner ...
Proverbs 5:3-10

* Sexis exclusive

But you say, “Why does he not?” Because the LORD was witness between you and
the wife of your youth, to whom you have been faithless, though she is your
companion and your wife by covenant.

Malachi 2:14

Drink water from your own cistern, flowing water from your own well. Should your
springs be scattered abroad, streams of water in the streets? Let them be for yourself
alone, and not for strangers with you. Let your fountain be blessed, and rejoice in
the wife of your youth, a lovely deer, a graceful doe. Let her breasts fill you at all
times with delight; be intoxicated always in her love. Why should you be intoxicated,
my son, with a forbidden woman and embrace the bosom of an adulteress?
Proverbs 5:15-20

* Sexis intimate

o Sex is obviously physical, yet deeply spiritual.

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of
the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior.
Ephesians 5:22-23
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o Sex is a union not only of bodies, but of souls .

Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold
fast to bis wife, and they shall become one flesh.
Genesis 2:24

Then they lifted up their voices and wept again. And Orpah
kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her.
Ruth 1:14

So all the men of Israel withdrew from David and followed Sheba the son of Bichri.
But the men of Judab followed their king steadfastly from the Jordan to Jerusalem.
2 Samuel 20:2

You shall fear the LORD your God. You shall serve him and
hold fast to bim, and by his name you shall swear.
Deuteronomy 10:20

Now Adam knew Eve bis wife, and she conceived and bore Cain,
saying, “I have gotten a man with the help of the LORD.”
Genesis 4:1

® Sexis fruitful .

And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill
the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the
birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”
Genesis 1:28

“The fig tree ripens its figs, and the vines are in blossom; they give forth
fragrance. Arise, my love, my beautiful one, and come away.”
Song of Solomon 2:13

® Sexis selfless .

In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his
wife loves himself. For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just
as Christ does the church, because we are members of his body. “Therefore a man shall
leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.”
Ephesians 5:28-31

The husband should give to his wife ber conjugal rights, and likewise the wife to her
husband. For the wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does.
Likewise the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does.

1 Corinthians 7:3-4
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“Some wonder, of course, how sex can be truly satisfying or enjoyable without focusing
on yourself. The idea of enjoying selfless sex seems contradictory. Does not getting
the most out of sex require putting your own desires abead of everything else? The

surprising answer is no, both on biblical terms and based on human experience
as well. God has imbedded a paradox in how sexual pleasure works that helps to
restrain natural human selfishness. The more a couple focuses on pleasing each
other, the more enjoyment each receives in return; and the more a person focuses
on demanding bis or her own satisfaction, the less satisfaction is possible. Self-
centeredness always destroys satisfaction, while unselfishness always makes it better.”
Daniel Heimbach

* Sexis complex .

o Sex involves the mind.

But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful
intent has already committed adultery with ber in his heart.
Matthew 5:28

o Sex involves the body.

“Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food”—and God will destroy both

one and the other. The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and

the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his power.
1 Corinthians 6:13-14

o Sex involves the soul.

Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take
the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never!
1 Corinthians 6:15

Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has
righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness?
2 Corinthians 6:14

“The monstrosity of sexual intercourse outside marriage is that those who indulge
in it are trying to isolate one kind of union (the sexual) from all the other kinds of
union which were intended to go along with it and make up the total union. The
Christian attitude does not mean that there is anything wrong about sexual pleasure,
any more than about the pleasure of eating. It means that you must not isolate that
pleasure and try to get it by itself, any more than you ought to get the pleasures of taste
without swallowing and digesting, by chewing things and spitting them out again.”
C.S. Lewis

* Sexis complementary .

o Complementary gender.
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Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him
a helper fit for him.” Now out of the ground the LORD God had formed every beast of the
field and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to see what he would
call them. And whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. The
man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the
field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. So the LORD God caused a
deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its
place with flesh. And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a
woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said, “Ihis at last is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.”
Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they
shall become one flesh. And the man and bis wife were both naked and were not ashamed.
Genesis 2:18-24

o Complementary kind.

“You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination. And
you shall not lie with any animal and so make yourself unclean with it, neither
shall any woman give herself to an animal to lie with it: it is perversion.”
Leviticus 18:22-23

Gospel Prohibitions ...
* No sex outside of marriage

“You shall not commit adultery.”
Exodus 20:14

“If a man commits adultery with the wife of his neighbor, both the
adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death.”
Leviticus 20:10

Or can one walk on hot coals and bis feet not be scorched? So is he who goes
in to his neighbor’s wife; none who touches her will go unpunished. People do
not despise a thief if he steals to satisfy his appetite when he is bungry, but
if he is caught, he will pay sevenfold; he will give all the goods of his house.
He who commits adultery lacks sense; he who does it destroys himself.
Proverbs 6:28-32

“How can I pardon you? Your children have forsaken me and have sworn by
those who are no gods. When I fed them to the full, they committed adultery
and trooped to the houses of whores. They were well-fed, lusty stallions, each
neighing for his neighbor’s wife. Shall I not punish them for these things? declares
the LORD; and shall I not avenge myself on a nation such as this?”
Jeremiah 5:7-9
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And be said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is good? There is only
one who is good. If you would enter life, keep the commandments.” He said
to him, “Which ones?” And Jesus said, “You shall not murder, You shall not

commit adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not bear false witness ...”
Matthew 19:17-18

For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder,
You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are
summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
Romans 13:9

Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be

undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous.
Hebrews 13:4

Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the sexually immoral and murderers
and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.
Revelation 22:15

* No sexual worship .

o Sex is good.

o Sexis NOT God .

“None of the daughters of Israel shall be a cult prostitute, and
none of the sons of Israel shall be a cult prostitute.”
Deuteronomy 23:17

So Aaron said to them, “Take off the rings of gold that are in the ears of your
wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” So all the people took
off the rings of gold that were in their ears and brought them to Aaron. And he
received the gold from their hand and fashioned it with a graving tool and made
a golden calf. And they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up
out of the land of Egypt!” When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it. And
Aaron made a proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to the LORD.”
And they rose up early the next day and offered burnt offerings and brought peace
offerings. And the people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.
Exodus 32:2-6

We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them
did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day.
1 Corinthians 10:8

* No sexual prostitution
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“Do not profane your daughter by making her a prostitute, lest the land
fall into prostitution and the land become full of depravity.”
Leviticus 19:29

“You shall not bring the fee of a prostitute or the wages of a dog
into the house of the LORD your God in payment for any vow, for
both of these are an abomination to the LORD your God.”
Deuteronomy 23:18

Do not desire ber beauty in your heart, and do not let her capture
you with her eyelashes; for the price of a prostitute is only a loaf of
bread, but a married woman hunts down a precious life.
Proverbs 6:25-26

* No homosexuality.

“You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination.”
Leviticus 18:22

For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women
exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature ...
Romans 1:26

¢ No sex with animals.

“And you shall not lie with any animal and so make yourself unclean with
it, neither shall any woman give herself to an animal to lie with it: it is
perversion. Do not make yourselves unclean by any of these things, for by all
these the nations I am driving out before you have become unclean ...”
Leviticus 18:23-24

“If a man lies with an animal, be shall surely be put to death, and you shall kill the
animal. If a woman approaches any animal and lies with it, you shall kill the woman
and the animal; they shall surely be put to death; their blood is upon them.”
Leviticus 20:15-16

¢ No sex with relatives.

None of you shall approach any one of his close relatives
to uncover nakedness. I am the LORD.
Leviticus 18:6

It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that is
not tolerated even among pagans, for a man has bis father’s wife. And you are arrogant!
Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done this be removed from among you.
1 Corinthians 5:1-2
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* No sex with children.

“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, but whoever causes one
of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great
millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.”
Matthew 18:5-6

* No sexual violence.

“Thus says the Lord GOD: Enough, O princes of Israel! Put away
violence and oppression, and execute justice and righteousness. Cease
your evictions of my people, declares the Lord GOD.”
Ezekiel 45:9

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or
rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful ...
1 Corinthians 13:4-5

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave bimself up for ber ...
Ephesians 5:25

* No sexual lust .

“But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful
intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”
Matthew 5:28

“You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false
witness against your neighbor. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house;
you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his female
servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.”
Exodus 20:14-17

So flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and
peace, along with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.
2 Timothy 2:22
They have eyes full of adultery, insatiable for sin. They entice unsteady
souls. They have hearts trained in greed. Accursed children!
2 Peter 2:14

* No sexual immodesty.

It is good not to eat meat or drink wine or do anything that causes your brother to stumble.
Romans 14:21
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«vs likewise also that women should adorn themselves in respectable apparel, with
modesty and self-control, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly attire,
but with what is proper for women who profess godliness—with good works.

1 Timothy 2:9-10

o Adorn yourself with modest dress.
= Do not draw attention to physical beauty .
= Do not draw attention to worldly wealth .

o Adore God through a Christlike demeanor.

= Including what you see .

And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father and told his two
brothers outside. Then Shem and Japheth took a garment, laid it on both their
shoulders, and walked backward and covered the nakedness of their father. Their
faces were turned backward, and they did not see their father’s nakedness. When
Noah awoke from his wine and knew what bis youngest son had done to him ...
Genesis 9:22-24

= Including what you touch.
“When men fight with one another and the wife of the one draws near to rescue her
husband from the hand of him who is beating him and puts out her hand and seizes

him by the private parts, then you shall cut off her hand. Your eye shall have no pity.”
Deuteronomy 25:11-12

= Including what you say .

Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which
are out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving.
Ephesians 5:4

For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret.
Ephesians 5:12

e What about self-stimulated sex?

And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.
Galatians 5:24

Icis individual (not relational).

It encourages lustful wandering (not exclusive purity).
Icis superficial (not intimate).

It is fruitless (not fruitful).

Icis self-centered (not selfless).

o 0 0 0 O ©

It involves physical isolation (not complex union).
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o Itisapersonal __homosexual _act (not a complementary heterosexual act).

But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
Romans 13:14

Gospel Celebration ...

[HE] How beautiful and pleasant you are, O loved one, with all your delights! Your stature
is like a palm tree, and your breasts are like its clusters. I say I will climb the palm tree and
lay hold of its fruit. Ob may your breasts be like clusters of the vine, and the scent of your
breath like apples, and your mouth like the best wine.

[SHE] It goes down smoothly for my beloved, gliding over lips
and teeth. I am my beloved’s, and bis desire is for me.

Song of Solomon 7:6-10

* Is Song of Solomon allegorical?
* Is Song of Solomon typological?
* Is Song of Solomon literal?
o A story or just songs?
o Two characters or three?
o To Solomon, by Solomon, or about Solomon?

The Song of Songs, which is Solomon’s.
Song of Solomon 1:1

* Song of Solomon is musical ...
o The finest of all songs!

o Showingusa celebration of sexual love.

Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to bis wife, and they
shall become one flesh. And the man and bis wife were both naked and were not ashamed.
Genesis 2:24-25

o Reminding us of cautions about sexual love.

I adjure you, O daughters of Jerusalem, by the gazelles or the does of
the field, that you not stir up or awaken love until it pleases.
Song of Solomon 2:7

I adjure you, O daughters of Jerusalem, by the gazelles or the does of
the field, that you not stir up or awaken love until it pleases.

Song of Solomon 3:5

I adjure you, O daughters of Jerusalem, that you not stir up or awaken love until it pleases.
Song of Solomon 8:4
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A KING AND HIS BRIDE IN SONG OF SOLOMON

¢ Exclusive Devotion ...
o They sought out only each other.

On my bed by night I sought him whom my soul loves; I sought him, but found him not. I
will rise now and go about the city, in the streets and in the squares; I will seek him whom
my soul loves. I sought him, but found him not. The watchmen found me as they went
about in the city. “Have you seen him whom my soul loves?” Scarcely had I passed them
when I found him whom my soul loves. I held him, and would not let him go until I had
brought him into my mother’s house, and into the chamber of her who conceived me.
Song of Solomon 3:1-4

A garden locked is my sister, my bride, a spring locked, a fountain sealed. Your shoots are
an orchard of pomegranates with all choicest fruits, henna with nard, nard and saffron,
calamus and cinnamon, with all trees of frankincense, myrrh and aloes, with all choice
spices—a garden fountain, a well of living water, and flowing streams from Lebanon.

Song of Solomon 4:12-15

I am my belovedss, and bis desire is for me.
Song of Solomon 7:10

* Heated Expectation ...
o They began with tender words .

Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth! For your love is better than wine; your
anointing oils are fragrant; your name is oil poured out; therefore virgins love you. Draw
me after you; let us run. The king has brought me into his chambers. We will exult
and rejoice in yous we will extol your love more than wine; rightly do they love you.
Song of Solomon 1:2-4

If you do not know, O most beautiful among women, follow in the tracks
of the flock, and pasture your young goats beside the shepherds’ tents. I
compare you, my love, to a mare among Pharaoh’s chariots. Your cheeks
are lovely with ornaments, your neck with strings of jewels.
Song of Solomon 1:8-10

My beloved is radiant and ruddy, distinguished among ten thousand. His head is the
finest gold; bis locks are wavy, black as a raven. His eyes are like doves beside streams of
water, bathed in milk, sitting beside a full pool. His cheeks are like beds of spices, mounds

of sweet-smelling herbs. His lips are lilies, dripping liquid myrrh. His arms are rods of gold,
set with jewels. His body is polished ivory, bedecked with sapphires. His legs are alabaster
columns, set on bases of gold. His appearance is like Lebanon, choice as the cedars.
Song of Solomon 5:10-15
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You are beautiful as Tirzah, my love, lovely as Jerusalem,
awesome as an army with banners.
Song of Solomon 6:4

My dove, my perfect one, is the only one, the only one of her mother, pure to her
who bore her. The young women saw her and called her blessed; the queens and
concubines also, and they praised her. “Who is this who looks down like the dawn,
beautiful as the moon, bright as the sun, awesome as an army with banners?”
Song of Solomon 6:9-10

o That led to tantalizing work .

Behold, you are beautiful, my love, behold, you are beautiful! Your eyes are doves behind
your veil. Your hair is like a flock of goats leaping down the slopes of Gilead. Your teeth are
like a flock of shorn ewes that have come up from the washing, all of which bear twins, and
not one among them has lost its young. Your lips are like a scarlet thread, and your mouth

is lovely. Your cheeks are like halves of a pomegranate behind your veil. Your neck is like
the tower of David, built in rows of stone; on it hang a thousand shields, all of them shields

of warriors. Your two breasts are like two fawns, twins of a gazelle, that graze among
the lilies. Until the day breathes and the shadows flee, I will go away to the mountain of
myrrh and the hill of frankincense. You are altogether beautiful, my love; there is no flaw
in you. Come with me from Lebanon, my bride; come with me from Lebanon. Depart

from the peak of Amana, from the peak of Senir and Hermon, from the dens of lions, from

the mountains of leopards. You have captivated my heart, my sister, my bride; you have
captivated my heart with one glance of your eyes, with one jewel of your necklace. How
beautiful is your love, my sister, my bride! How much better is your love than wine, and
the fragrance of your oils than any spice! Your lips drip nectar, my bride; honey and milk
are under your tongue; the fragrance of your garments is like the fragrance of Lebanon.

A garden locked is my sister, my bride, a spring locked, a fountain sealed. Your shoots are

an orchard of pomegranates with all choicest fruits, henna with nard, nard and saffron,

calamus and cinnamon, with all trees of frankincense, myrrh and aloes, with all choice
spices— a garden fountain, a well of living water, and flowing streams from Lebanon.
Song of Solomon 4:1-15

“Note that there is nothing even remotely pornographic about this imagery here.
Porneia clearly refers to evil sexual desire and an entire industry is built on exploiting
this sinful passion. Solomon’s point here is that a man’s desire for his wife is holy.
His pleasure and erotic desire for her is holy. To deny this is to deny one of God's
good gifts. First, they are compared to twin fawns of a gazelle that feed among the
lilies. They are soft and attractive, tender and delicate, making her husband want
to gently touch and caress them. Second, be describes them as two mountains: one a
mountain of myrrh and the other a bhill of frankincense. Both spices were expensive
and used as perfume for the body and the marriage bed. Now the senses of sight
and smell are aroused. So enraptured is Solomon that he desires to make love to
his wife all night long: ‘until the day breathes and the shadows flee away.”
Danny Akin
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¢ Intimate Consummation ...

Awake, O north wind, and come, O south wind! Blow upon my garden, let its spices
flow. Let my beloved come to his garden, and eat its choicest fruits. I came to my garden,
my sister, my bride, I gathered my myrrh with my spice, I ate my honeycomb with my
honey, I drank my wine with my milk. Eat, friends, drink, and be drunk with love!
Song of Solomon 4:16-5:1

o They gave over their bodies to one another.

“Here is something extraordinary! She takes the key locking everyone out, and gives it
to him! She has kept everyone out, and that made her special, but now she gives him the
key, allowing him in, and that makes him special. That is why modesty is alluring! It does
not keep the garden locked forever, but saves it for the right person at the right time.”

Daniel Heimbach
® Pure Satisfaction ...
o Emotional satisfaction.
o Spiritual satisfaction.
o Intellectual satisfaction.
o Physical satisfaction.

“We cannot be certain of all that is meant by the imagery of coming to the garden
and tasting the choice fruits. But it is not difficult to imagine all sorts of good stuffl”
Danny Akin

¢ Constant Anticipation ...

Make haste, my beloved, and be like a gazelle or a young stag on the mountains of spices.
Song of Solomon 8:14

o We desire to do this again soon!
A KING AND HIS BRIDE IN EPHESIANS

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of
the wife even as Christ is the bead of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior.
Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their
husbands. Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up
for ber, that he might sanctify ber, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the
word, so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle
or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. In the same way husbands
should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. For
no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the
church, because we are members of bis body. “Iherefore a man shall leave his father
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and mother and hold fast to bis wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” This mystery
is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. However, let each
one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.
Ephesians 5:22-33

e Humble Devotion ...

o The King has sought after you .

“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost”
Luke 19:10

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in the beavenly places, even as he chose us in him before
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he
predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his
will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.
Ephesians 1:3-6

* Historic Expectation ...

o He is the fulfillment of all God’s Word .

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets;
I bave not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.”
Matthew 5:17

For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.
Romans 10:4

For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is
through him that we utter our Amen to God for his glory.
2 Corinthians 1:20

o He is flawless in all His works .

And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s deeds,
conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, knowing that you were
ransomed from the futile ways inberited from your forefathers, not with perishable things
such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without
blemish or spot. He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made
manifest in the last times for the sake of you who through him are believers in God, who
raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.
1 Peter 1:17-21

e Sacrificial Consummation ...

o He gave up His body for us.
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I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ
who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
Galatians 2:20

e Total Satisfaction ...

And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind ...”
Luke 10:27

Love Him with all your heart .
Love Him with all your soul.
Love Him with all your mind.

o 0O O ©

Love Him with all your strength.

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born
of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God
is love. In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only
Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we have
loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

1 John 4:7-10

¢ Continuous Anticipation ...
o We long for the completion of our salvation!

And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you
will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.
Philippians 1:6

Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which
you received, in which you stand, and by which you are being saved ...
1 Corinthians 15:1-2

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence
but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling,
for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.
Philippians 2:12-13

And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for
those who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the

firstborn among many brothers. And those whom he predestined he also called, and
those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.
Romans 8:28-30
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So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self
is being renewed day by day. For this light momentary affliction is preparing
for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to
the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that
are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.

2 Corinthians 4:16-18

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in the beavenly places, even as he chose us in him before
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he
predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his
will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which be has blessed us in the Beloved. In
him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according
to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making
known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which e set forth in

Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven
and things on earth. In him we bave obtained an inheritance, having been predestined
according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his
will, so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory.
In bim you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee
of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.
Ephesians 1:3-14

A KING AND HIS BRIDE IN REVELATION

Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters
and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our
God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage
of the Lamb has come, and bis Bride has made berself ready; it was granted her to clothe
herself with fine linen, bright and pure”—for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the
saints. And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the
marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.”

Revelation 19:6-9

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned
for ber busband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Bebold, the
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his

people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every
tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning,
nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”
Revelation 21:1-4
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¢ Continual Devotion ...
o The King will never stop seeking you.

The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let
the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price.
Revelation 22:17

“The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over
you with gladness; e will quiet you by his love; be will exult over you with loud singing”
Zephaniah 3:17

* Hopeful Expectation ...
o Cling to God’s Word .

Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his
prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel by the power of God ...
2 Timothy 1:8

o Commit to God’s work .

In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them
from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For what
we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants
for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

2 Corinthians 4:4-6

“And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole
world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.”
Matthew 24:14

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I

have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
Matthew 28:18-20

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before
the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with
a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”
Revelation 7:9-10

¢ Glorious Consummation ...
o Our bodies will be made complete with Him.
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But our citizenship is in beaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body,
by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself.
Philippians 3:20-21

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with
the glory that is to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the
revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but
because of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its
bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For
we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth
until now. And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the
Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our
bodies. For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes
for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
Romans 8:18-25

I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does
the perishable inherit the imperishable. Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not
all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the
last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable,
and we shall be changed. For this perishable body must put on the imperishable,
and this mortal body must put on immortality. When the perishable puts on the
imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying
that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is your victory? O
death, where is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.
But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 15:50-57

See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of
God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know
him. Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but

we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.

1 John 3:1-2

* Eternal Satisfaction ...
o Death will be replaced by life .

And be who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.”
Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true” And be
said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.
To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment.”
Revelation 21:5-6

o Night will be replaced by light.
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And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and
the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass. And I saw no temple in the
city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no
need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is
the Lamb. By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their
glory into it, and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there.
Revelation 21:22-25

o Corruption will be replaced by purity.

But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable
or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.
Revelation 21:27

o Curse will be replaced by blessing .

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing
from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of
the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of
fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing

of the nations. No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of
God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him.
Revelation 22:1-3

¢ Consuming Anticipation ...

They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. And night
will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord
God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.
Revelation 22:4-5

o We want to see Your face!

He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
Revelation 22:20
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Recommended Reading

If you are interested in further study on family, marriage, sex, and the gospel, the
following resources are recommended. Many of these resources were foundational for
the truths we explored in our study. Please note, however, that though these books are
recommended, Dr. Platt does not necessarily agree with everything written in every
one of them. We urge you to read and learn from these books, but at the same time,
be wise in your reading to discern biblical teaching from writers  thoughts.

* Overall ...
o Andreas Kostenberger, God, Marriage, and Family
o Robert Andrews, The Family: God’s Weapon for Victory
o Voddie Baucham, Family-Driven Faith
* Sexuality ...
o John Piper and Wayne Grudem, eds., Recovering Biblical Manhood and
Womanhood
o Daniel R. Heimbach, True Sexual Morality
o John Piper and Justin Taylor, Sex and the Supremacy of Christ
* Marriage ...
o Mike Mason, The Mystery of Marriage
o Douglas Wilson, Reforming Marriage
o Lou Priolo, The Complete Husband
o Martha Peace, The Excellent Wife
e Parenting ...
o Tedd Tripp, Shepherding a Child’s Heart
o Paul David Tripp, Age of Opportunity: A Biblical Guide to Parenting Teens
o Starr Meade, Training Hearts, Teaching Minds
* Adoption ...
o Russell Moore, Adopted for Life
o Tony Merida and Rick Morton, Orphanology
* Singleness ...
o Barry Danylak, Redeeming Singleness
o Joshua Harris, Boy Meets Girl
¢ Divorce ...
o Wayne House, ed., Divorce and Remarriage: Four Christian Views
o Mark Strauss, ed., Remarriage after Divorce in Today’s Church: Three Views
* Homosexuality ...
o Christopher Yuan and Angela Yuan, Out of a Far Country: A Gay Son’s Journey
to God, A Broken Mother’s Search for Hope
o Wesley Hill, Washed and Waiting: Reflections on Christian Faithfulness and
Homosexuality
o Thomas Schmid, Straight and Narrow? Compassion and Clarity in the
Homosexuality Debate
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o James DeYoung, Homosexuality: Contemporary Claims Examined in Light of the
Bible and Other Ancient Literature and Law
¢ Abortion ...
o Gregory Koukl, Abortion and Human Rights
o Randy Alcorn, Pro-Life Answers to Pro-Choice Arguments
o Surrendering the Secret (Lifeway Curriculum)
* Pornography ...
o Tim Challies, Sexual Detox: A Guide for Guys Who Are Sick of Porn
o Joshua Harris, Not Even a Hint: Guarding Your Heart Against Lust
® Sex...
o Danny Akin, God on Sex
o C.J. Mahaney, Sex, Romance, and the Glory of God
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Pray for the Persecuted Church
in Egypt

Egyptian civilization has existed for thousands of years. This land is home to wonders
like the pyramids, the Sphinx, and hidden tombs of pharaohs past. After the time of
Christ, Egypt was predominantly Christian until the mid-seventh century and was

a key influence in the Christian world. In fact Egypt was responsible for giving to

the Christian world some of its greatest theologians and movements. After the Arab
Muslim conquest in AD 640, the majority of the people converted to Islam and today
Egypt has the largest population of Muslims in the Arab world and continues to grow
at a rapid pace.

Egypt is a low-income, food-deficit country. Nearly 14.2 million people (20% of the
population) live on less than a dollar (US) per day. There has been great economic
growth recently, but the wealth has not trickled down to the majority of the
population.

According to the International Mission Board (IMB), twenty-eight unique people
groups call Egypt home. Twenty-seven of these are considered unreached, which
means less than 2% are Evangelical Christians. This becomes more dire when

we realize half of those 28 people groups are not only unreached but unengaged,
meaning there is no current church-planting initiative taking place among them.

As Islamist groups have grown in power over the last twenty years, there has been
an increase in violence between Muslims and the Christian minority. The country’s
constitution gives preference to Muslims, and Christians are treated as second-
class citizens being denied political representation and discriminated against in
employment. Converting to Christianity is not illegal in Egypt, but some Muslims
who convert and trust in Christ are imprisoned for despising Islam’ or ‘inciting
intercommunal strife.

Amidst the ongoing suffering and persecution, a movement of renewal across all
major denominations is taking place. Leaders are calling for unity in the church and
casting vision for reaching the lost. Scripture is more available than ever before.
There is still much work to be done and many ways that we can pray for the church

in Egypt.
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Please join us in prayin for our
brothers and sisters in Egypt:

Persecution of Christians has steadily intensified in the last 20 years. In most cases
attacks are carried out by vigilante Islamist groups. Pray for Christians to stand
firm in their faith and live exemplary lives before those that oppress and persecute
them.

Estimates indicate that several thousand Christians are annually coerced, enticed
and forced to convert to Islam. Pray for Christ-followers to have boldness and
strength to keep the faith in every circumstance.

Pray for the growth of a recent renewal movement and for the Church in Egypt to
have a passion to see the lost come to faith in Christ.

Pray for God to raise up Christian workers who will devote their lives to plant
churches among the unengaged, unreached, people groups in Egypt.

Pray for good theological and biblical resources to be developed to equip pastors
and church leaders in their own language.

As the Church grows and faces great trials, solid leadership is essential to the
spread of the gospel. Pray for wisdom for church leaders as they shepherd their

congregations.

The Egyptian Church’s vision for outreach is growing, but many Muslims have
never heard a Christian personally share the gospel. Pray for Muslims in Egypt to
have opportunities to hear the gospel and for Egyptian Christians to be obedient in
the face of opposition to share the gospel.

Pray that God will soften the hearts of the people of Egypt. Pray that they will be

receptive to hear and will respond in faith.
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The Church at Brook Hills

If you are a guest of The Church at Brook Hills tonight, we would like to extend a
special welcome to you. If you are not a part of a local church in the Birmingham
area, we invite you to join us for one of our Worship Gatherings . Below is our regular
Sunday schedule. Each of the worship gatherings on Sunday are identical (i.e., the
same worship gathering at 9:00am, 11:00am, and 6:00pm).

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

8:00am  Adult Small Groups
9:00am  Small Groups for all ages
Worship Gathering
11:00am  Small Groups for all ages
Worship Gathering
6:00pm  Worship Gathering

SMALL GROUPS

Brook Hills Small Groups gather weekly to make disciples in the context of
relationships with one another. These groups meet at various times throughout the
week, and there is a group meeting just about anytime on any day throughout the
city. Some meet on the church campus on Sundays and others meet in homes or area
gathering places during the week—so we're pretty confident there’s one near you at a
time and day that will fit your schedule and/or family.

For a complete listing of Small Group opportunities, you can visit us online at
BrookHills.org/local ot stop by the Welcome Desk in the lobby at Brook Hills for

assistance in connecting with a Small Group.

For more information about The Church at Brook Hills visit our website,

BrookHills.org.
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About the Teacher

Dr. David Platt is deeply devoted to Christ and His Word. David’s first love in
ministry is disciple-making—the simple, biblical model of teaching God’s Word,
mentoring others and sharing faith. He has traveled extensively to teach the Bible
alongside church leaders throughout the United States and around the world. Atlanta
natives, he and his wife Heather, made their home in New Otleans until they were
displaced by flooding following Hurricane Katrina in 2005.

A lifelong learner, David has earned two undergraduate and three advanced degrees.
He holds a Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) and Bachelor of Arts in Journalism (A.B.J.) from
the University of Georgia and a Master of Divinity (M.Div.), Master of Theology
(Th.M.) and Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) from New Otrleans Baptist Theological
Seminary. He has previously served at New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary

as Dean of Chapel and Assistant Professor of Expository Preaching and Apologetics
and as Staff Evangelist at Edgewater Baptist Church in New Otleans. He is currently
serving as Pastor at The Church at Brook Hills.

David and Heather were married in 1999. They are the parents of two sons, Caleb
and Joshua. They are in the process of adopting a daughter from China.
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