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And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven
and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them
to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, |
am with you always, to the end of the age.”

MATTHEW 28:18-20
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HE FOUR TRUTHS 1IN

1. The ultimate purpose of is to bring people from all
nations to enjoy and exalt him in all of his glory.

* God creates all people in nations in his image to enjoy and

exalt him in all of his glory.

And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all
the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the
boundaries of their dwelling place, that they should seek God, and
perhaps feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not
Jar from each one of us. . . . (Acts 17:26-27)

o God creates all people . . .

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.
(Genesis 1:1)

... then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a

living creature. (Genesis 2:7)

* World population: about billion people.

Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched
them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who
gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk in it.
... (Isaiah 42:5)

o In all nations . . .

These are the clans of the sons of Noah, according to their genealogies,
in their nations, and from these the nations spread abroad on the

earth after the flood. (Genesis 10:32)
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May God be gracious to us and bless us and make bis face to shine
upon us, that your way may be known on earth, your saving power
among all nations. Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the
peoples praise you! (Psalm 67:1-3)

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. . . .
(Matthew 28:19)

= “Nations” = ethne = ethnic groups or people groups.
* Over distinct people groups in the world.

o In his image . . .

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.
And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds
of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So God created man in
his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female
he created them. And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be
Sfruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and
over every living thing that moves on the earth.” (Genesis 1:26-28)

o To him . ..

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with
equity and guide the nations upon earth. Let the peoples praise you, O
God; let all the peoples praise you! (Psalm 67:4-5)

o To him . ..

Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the
nations, 1 will be exalted in the earth! (Psalm 46:10)

o In all of his glory.

O sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth!
Sing to the LORD, bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to

_12-



day. Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among

all the peoples! (Psalm 96:1-3)

* All people in all nations have against God and fallen
short of his glory.

- .. for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. . . .
(Romans 3:23)

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that
the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually
say, You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” And the woman said
to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but
God said, You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst
of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.”” But the serpent
said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that
when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree
was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and
she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. Then
the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked.
And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.
(Genesis 3:1-7)

o All people in all nations have questioned God’s Word.

o All people in all nations have denied God’s goodness.

o All people in all nations have against God’s
authority.

For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not
submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. Those who are in the flesh
cannot please God. (Romans 8:7-8)

o The consequences of sin on earth . . .

And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden
in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from
the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the
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LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” And
he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid,
because I was naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that
you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded
you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be
with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD
God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The
woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” (Genesis 3:8—13)

Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death
through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned— for
sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not
counted where there is no law. Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses,
even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam,
who was a type of the one who was to come. (Romans 5:12—14)

. enmity and evil.

The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field
on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of
your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and
between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your
head, and you shall bruise his heel.” (Genesis 3:14—15)

. toil and trouble.

10 the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in child-
bearing; in pain you shall bring forth children. Your desire shall
be contrary to your husband, but he shall rule over you.” And to
Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife
and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, You shall
not eat of it,” cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall
eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring
Jorth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat
of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for
out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall
return.” (Genesis 3:16—19)
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= Conflict with one another.
= Condemnation before God.

Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like

one of us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his
hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever—"
therefore the LORD God sent him out from the garden of Eden

to work the ground from which he was taken. He drove out the
man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cheru-
bim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way
to the tree of life. (Genesis 3:22-24)

o The consequences of sin in eternity . . .

The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden

to work it and keep it. And the LORD God commancded the man,
saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that
you eat of it you shall surely die.” (Genesis 2:15-17)

= Eventual physical death here.

This is the book of the generations of Adam. When God created
man, he made him in the likeness of God. Male and female he
created them, and he blessed them and named them Man when
they were created. When Adam had lived 130 years, he fathered a
son in his own likeness, after his image, and named him Seth. The
days of Adam after he fathered Seth were 800 years; and he had
other sons and daughters. Thus all the days that Adam lived were
930 years, and he died. (Genesis 5:1-5)

= Fternal death in hell.

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life
in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:23)

Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on
it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was
Jfound for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing
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before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book
was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged
by what was written in the books, according to what they had
done. And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and
Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged,
each one of them, according to what they had done. Then Death
and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second
death, the lake of fire. And if anyones name was not found
written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
(Revelation 20:11-15)

* God so loved the world that he gave his Son to ,
restore, and reconcile people from all nations to himself for eternal life.

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16)

o God so loved the world . . .

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may

not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not
Jfor ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. (1 John 2:1-2)

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but
is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all
should reach repentance. (2 Peter 3:9)

o That he gave his Son to . . .

For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and
men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all,
which is the testimony given at the proper time. (1 Timothy 2:5-0)

= Redeem. ..

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness
of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he
lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to us
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the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth
in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in
him, things in heaven and things on earth. (Ephesians 1:7-10)

= Restore. ..

Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted
out, that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the
Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus,
whom heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the
things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets
long ago. (Acts 3:19-21)

= And reconcile . . .

And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil
deeds, he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in
order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before
him, if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not
shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has

been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I,
Paul, became a minister. (Colossians 1:21-23)

o People from nations to himself . . .

And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll
and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you
ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people
and nation, and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our
God, and they shall reign on the earth.” (Revelation 5:9—10)

o For eternal

And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making
all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are
trustworthy and true.” And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha
and the Omega, the beginning and the end. 1o the thirsty I will give
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[from the spring of the water of life without payment. The one who
conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be
my son.” (Revelation 21:5-7)

* God’s ultimate purpose will one day be
people from all nations will enjoy and exalt him in all of hlS glory for
all of eternity.

After this I looked, and behold, a grear multitude that no one could
number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white
robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud
voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to
the Lamb!” And all the angels were standing around the throne and
around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their
faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying, “Amen! Blessing
and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and
might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” Then one of the elders
addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and
from where have they come?” I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he
said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation.
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of
the Lamb. Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him
day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter
them with his presence. They shall hunger no more, neither thirst
anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. For the
Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will
guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every
tear from their eyes.” (Revelation 7:9-17)

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as
crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the
middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree
of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. No longer will
there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb
will be in it, and bis servants will worship him. They will see bis face,




and his name will be on their foreheads. And night will be no more.
They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their
light, and they will reign forever and ever. (Revelation 22:1-5)

2. The ultimate purpose of every and
is to enjoy and exalt God in all of his glory

among all nations.
* To enjoy God in all of his glory . . .

You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there
is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
(Psalm 16:11)

One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: that
1 may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to
gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple.
(Psalm 27:4)

O God, you are my God; earnestly I seck you; my soul thirsts for you;
my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no
water. So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, beholding your
power and glory. Because your steadfast love is better than life, my
lips will praise you. So I will bless you as long as I live; in your name
1 will lift up my hands. My soul will be satisfied as with fat and rich
Jfood, and my mouth will praise you with joyful lips, when I remember
you upon my bed, and meditate on you in the watches of the night;
Jfor you have been my help, and in the shadow of your wings I will
sing for joy. My soul clings to you; your right hand upholds me.
(Psalm 63:1-8)

Thus says the LORD: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let
not the mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in
his riches, but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands
and knows me, that I am the LORD who practices steadfast love,
Justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight,
declares the LORD.” (Jeremiah 9:23-24)
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And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great
and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your

neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the
Law and the Prophets.” (Matthew 22:37-40)

* To exalt God in all of his glory among all nations . . .

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your
kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. And
1 will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your
name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless
you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the

Jfamilies of the earth shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:1-3)

And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he will pursue them, and 1
will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, and the Egyptians shall
know that I am the LORD. . . . (Exodus 14:4)

Our fathers, when they were in Egypt, did not consider your wondrous
works; they did not remember the abundance of your steadfast

love, but rebelled by the sea, at the Red Sea. Yet he saved them for
his names sake, that he might make known his mighty power.

(Psalm 106:7-8)

See, I have taught you statutes and rules, as the LORD my God
commanded me, that you should do them in the land that you are
entering to take possession of it. Keep them and do them, for thar will
be your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples,
who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great
nation is a wise and understanding people.” For what great nation

is there that has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is to us,
whenever we call upon him? And what great nation is there, that

has statutes and rules so righteous as all this law that I set before you
today? (Deuteronomy 4:5-8)

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine
upon us, that your way may be known on earth, your saving power

among all nations. Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the
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peoples praise you! Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you
Judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth. Let
the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you! The earth
has yielded its increase; God, our God, shall bless us. God shall bless
us; let all the ends of the earth fear him! (Psalm 67:1-7)

Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not
Jfor your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the
sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations to
which you came. And I will vindicate the holiness of my great name,
which has been profaned among the nations, and which you have
profaned among them. And the nations will know that I am the
LORD, declares the Lord GOD, when through you I vindicate my
holiness before their eyes. (Ezekiel 36:22-23)

Thus says the LORD of hosts: Peoples shall yet come, even the inhabitants
of many cities. The inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying,
“Let us go at once to entreat the favor of the LORD and to seek the
LORD of hosts; I myself am going.” Many peoples and strong nations
shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem and to entreat the
Javor of the LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts: In those days ten
men from the nations of every tongue shall take hold of the robe of a
Jew, saying, “Let us go with you, for we have heard that God is with
you.” (Zechariah 8:20-23)

Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said

to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the
third day rise from the dead, and that repentance for the forgiveness of
sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And behold, I am sending

the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are
clothed with power from on high.” (Luke 24:45-49)

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you,
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth. (Acts 1:8)

So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory
of God. (1 Corinthians 10:31)
-21 -



But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who called
me by his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I
might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult
with anyone. . . . (Galatians 1:15-16)

And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the
Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon

to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the
Lamb. By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth
will bring their glory into it, and its gates will never be shut by day—
and there will be no night there. They will bring into it the glory and
the honor of the nations. But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor
anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are
written in the Lamb’s book of life. (Revelation 21:22-27)

o The spread of God’s glory among all nations is not an optional
program for a few Christians in the church.
o The spread of God’s glory among all nations is the ultimate
for which every Christian has breath.

Let everything that has breath praise the LORD! Praise the LORD!
(Psalm 150:6)

3. God’s plan for accomplishing this purpose is the Great
: disciples of Jesus making
disciples and multiplying churches among all nations.

And be [Jesus] said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”
Immediately they left their nets and followed him. (Matthew 4:19-20)

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am
with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)

* We glorify God by as disciples of Jesus.
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And we know that for those who love God all things work together

Jfor good, for those who are called according to his purpose. For those
whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of
his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.
And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he
called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.
(Romans 8:28-30)

His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own
glory and excellence, by which he has granted to us his precious and
very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers
of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the
world because of sinful desire. (2 Peter 1:3—4)

o The more we look to Jesus, the more we look like Jesus.

And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lovd,
are being transformed into the same image from one degree of

glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.
(2 Corinthians 3:18)

o The more we emulate Jesus, the more we exalt Jesus.
| He must increase, but I must decrease. (John 3:30)
* We glorify God by disciples of Jesus.

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
(Matthew 28:18-20)

| Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. (1 Corinthians 11:1)

o The Great Commission is not a comfortable call for most Christians
to come, be baptized, and sit in one location.
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o The Great Commission is a costly command for all Christians to
, baptize, and make disciples of all nations.
o We the Word.

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you, and you will be my witnesses in _Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth. (Acts 1:8)

» We speak about the gospel as we live according to the gospel.
* Evangelism is where disciple-making starts, not where it stops.

o We the Word.

What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may
abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? Do
you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by
baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.
(Romans 6:1-4)

* Baptism symbolizes identification with the person of Christ and
inclusion in the body of Christ.

* The world needs to see a demonstration of Christ that
accompanies our explanation of Christ.

* We are devoted to the process of disciple-making for others’
growth in Christ.

* We are dependent on the process of disciple-making for

growth in Christ.
* Making disciples is living for the glory of God in others’ lives.

For what is our hope or joy or crown of boasting before our Lord
Jesus at his coming? Is it not you? For you are our glory and joy.
(1 Thessalonians 2:19-20)

For now we live, if you are standing fast in the Lord.
(1 Thessalonians 3:8)

o We the Word.
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And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart.
You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of
them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way,
and when you lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as

a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.
You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.
(Deuteronomy 6:6-9)

* We don't just receive the Word; we reproduce the Word.
= As Christians, we must all . . .
* Know the essentials of following Jesus.
* Model, teach, and reproduce the essentials of following Jesus.

o We the world.

Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said

to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the
third day rise from the dead, and that repentance for the forgiveness of
sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And behold, I am sending
the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are
clothed with power from on high.” (Luke 24:45-49)

= Are we discipling or disinfecting Christians?
* Disinfecting isolates a Christian in a spiritual safety deposit
box called the church building and teaches him or her to be
. This results in . . .
¢ Decent church members with little impact on eternity.
* Disobedience to God’s command to reach the entire world.
e Wasted lives.

* Discipling propels a Christian into the world to
his or her life for the sake of others. This resultsin . . .
* Disciples of Christ with significant impact on eternity.
* Obedience to God’s command to reach the entire world.
 Abundant lives.

o The critical question we must constantly ask as Christians in the

church:
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= How can we most and

make disciples of all nations?

* The inevitable fruit of making disciples among all nations is multiplying
churches among all nations.

| Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word. (Acts 8:4)

Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose
over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch,
speaking the word to no one except Jews. But there were some of them,
men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the
Hellenists also, preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the Lord
was with them, and a great number who believed turned to the Lord.
(Acts 11:19-21)

Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers,
Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen
a lifelong friend of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. While they were
worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for
me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.”
Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent
them off. (Acts 13:1-3)

When they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many
disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch,
strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue
in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations we must enter
the kingdom of God. And when they had appointed elders for them

in every church, with prayer and fasting they committed them to the
Lord in whom they had believed. (Acts 14:21-23)

o Local churches are outposts of God’s kingdom.

For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus
and your love toward all the saints, I do not cease to give thanks for
you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and

of revelation in the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts
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enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints,
and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who
believe, according to the working of his great might that he worked

in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and
power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only
in this age but also in the one to come. And he put all things under his
feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his
body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. (Ephesians 1:15-23)

o Local churches are displays of God’s glory.

10 me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was
given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and
to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden
for ages in God, who created all things, so that through the church the
manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and
authorities in the heavenly places. This was according to the eternal
purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we
have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him.
(Ephesians 3:8—12)

4. The Great Commission is not a command
to make disciples among as many people as possible; the Great
Commission is a command to make disciples

among all the nations.

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. . . . (Matthew 28:19)

* Jesus did not die generally for a lot of people in the world; Jesus died
specifically for people from every people group.

And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll
and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you

ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people
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and nation, and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our
God, and they shall reign on the earth.” (Revelation 5:9—10)

* Jesus did not command his church to go generally to a lot of people in
the world; Jesus commanded his church to go specifically to every people
group in the world.

In Christ Jesus, then, I have reason to be proud of my work for God.
For I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has
accomplished through me to bring the Gentiles to obedience—by
word and deed, by the power of signs and wonders, by the power of
the Spirit of God—so that from Jerusalem and all the way around

to lllyricum I have fulfilled the ministry of the gospel of Christ; and
thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has
already been named, lest I build on someone elses foundation, but as
it is written, “Those who have never been told of him will see, and
those who have never heard will understand.” This is the reason why
1 have so often been hindered from coming to you. But now, since I
no longer have any room for work in these regions, and since I have
longed for many years to come to you, 1 hope to see you in passing as 1
go to Spain, and to be helped on my journey there by you, once I have
enjoyed your company for a while. At present, however, I am going to
Jerusalem bringing aid to the saints. (Romans 15:17-25)

* The Great Commission will be complete when disciples have been
made and churches have been multiplied among

people group.

And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the
whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.

(Matthew 24:14)

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could
number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white
robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud

voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to
the Lamb!” (Revelation 7:9-10)
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Bl THREE PROBLEMS Il

For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” How then will
they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe
in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without
someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is
written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!”
(Romans 10:13-15)

1. Over 3 billion people in over 7,000 people groups are currently
by the gospel and on a road that leads to an

eternal hell without ever even hearing how they can go
to heaven.

* Over 3 billion people in over 7,000 people groups are currently un-
reached by the gospel.
o Unreached does not just mean that people are lost.
o Unreached means that people don't have to

the gospel.

* Unreached peoples and places are those among whom Jesus is
largely unknown and the church is relatively insufhicient to make
Jesus known in its broader population without outside help.

* Practically, unless something changes, unreached people will be
born, live, and die without ever the

gospel.

. .. and thus [ make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not
where Christ has already been named, lest I build on someone
elses foundation, but as it is written, “Those who have never
been told of him will see, and those who have never heard will
understand.” (Romans 15:20-21)
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* A critical question: what happens to people who die without ever hearing
the gospel?

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.
(Romans 10:17)

o All people have of God.

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness
and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress
the truth. For what can be known aboutr God is plain to them,
because God has shown it to them. For his invisible attributes,
namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that
have been made. So they are without excuse. For although they knew
God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but

they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were
darkened. (Romans 1:18-21)

o All people God.

For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or
give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and
their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became

Jfools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images
resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things.
Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity,
to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, because they
exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served
the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.
(Romans 1:21-25)

o There are no people in the world.

... as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands;
no one seeks for God. All have turned aside; together they have become
worthless; no one does good, not even one.” (Romans 3:10-12)
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o All people are for rejecting God.

Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are
under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole
world may be held accountable to God. For by works of the law no
human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes
knowledge of sin. (Romans 3:19-20)

o God has made way of salvation for sinners.

But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from
the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it—the
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.
For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show
God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed
over former sins. It was to show his righteousness at the present time,
so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in
Jesus. (Romans 3:21-26)

o People cannot come to God apart from in Jesus.

Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind

of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold
that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. Or is

God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of
Gentiles also, since God is one—who will justify the circumcised by
Jaith and the uncircumcised through faith. Do we then overthrow the
law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law.
(Romans 3:27-31)

o Jesus commands his church to make the gospel known among all

people in all people groups.

For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” How
then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how
are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how
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are they to hear without someone preaching? And how are they to
preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the
feet of those who preach the good news!” (Romans 10:13-15)

Jesus sends

U
Followers
4
People
U
Hearers
U
Believers
4

Those who call are

* A clear commission: we have been commanded not just to answer this
question with the Bible, but to alleviate this question with our lives.

But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself; if
only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the
Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. (Acts 20:24)

2. Churches are spending approximately % of our
missions resources in places that are already reached with the gospel.
Put another way, churches are spending less than % of our
missions resources among the 3 billion people in 7,000 people
groups who haven’t heard the gospel.
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B GREAT BN
IMEBBALANCE

* World Population: approximately 7.75 billion.!
o Unreached People: over billion (about 40%).

* People Groups: over 17,000.
o Unreached People Groups: over

* Number of missionaries sent from churches: approximately
400,000.
o Percentage of missionaries working among the unreached:
approximately 3%.

e Giving to “missions” by Christians and churches: approximately
$47 billion.
o Percentage of “missions” giving that goes to the unreached:
approximately 1%.

3. The number of unreached people is now than ever

before and will continue to increase until Christians and churches
decide to change how we use our resources.

* The world population is increasing, including the population among
unreached peoples and places.

* The current rate of missions sending and giving is nowhere close to
keeping up with population increases, particularly among unreached
peoples and places.

* Unless something changes, more people than ever before in

will go to hell without ever hearing how to
go to heaven.
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B TWO CONCLUSIONS Il

1. If we are going to obey the Great Commission, we must rectify the
Great

* If we do not rectify the Great Imbalance . . .
o We will the Great Commission.
o We will disregard the ultimate purpose of God in the world.

o We will the ultimate purpose of our lives.

2. You and your church have a unique and significant part to play in
rectifying the Great Imbalance, obeying the Great Commission, and
achieving the ultimate purpose of God in the world.

For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for
the Jews from another place, but you and your father’s house will

perish. And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom
Jfor such a time as this? (Esther 4:14)

HN ONE PRAYER N

God, please use this night to bring about a tectonic shift in the way we
view the purpose of our lives and churches in this world.
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* How did we get to this Great Imbalance?
o Systemic factors at work in the world.
o forces of evil in the heavenly realms.

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.
(Ephesians 6:12)

. . . 50 that we would not be outwitted by Satan; for we are not
ignorant of his designs. (2 Corinthians 2:11)

Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against

the dragon. And the dragon and his angels fought back, but he was
defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. And
the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called
the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown
down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. And
1 heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the
power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ
have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who
accuses them day and night before our God. And they have conquered
him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony,

for they loved not their lives even unto death. Therefore, rejoice, O
heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea,
Jfor the devil has come down to you in great wrath, because he knows
that his time is short!” (Revelation 12:7-12)

* How can we rectify this Great Imbalance?
o We must change the way we view the world.
= Specifically, in 3 ways.

o We must change the way we view our lives.
= Specifically, in 9 ways.
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Bl A GOD'S-EYE VIEW Il
E OF THE WORLD Il

And when he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that

he was at home. And many were gathered together, so that there was no more
room, not even at the door. And he was preaching the word to them. And they
came, bringing to him a paralytic carried by four men. And when they could
not get near him because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him,

and when they had made an opening, they let down the bed on which the
paralytic lay. And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son,
your sins are forgiven.” Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning
in their hearts, “Why does this man speak like that? He is blaspheming! Who
can forgive sins but God alone?” And immediately Jesus, perceiving in bis
spirit that they thus questioned within themselves, said to them, “Why do you
question these things in your hearts? Which is easier, to say to the paralytic,
Your sins are forgiven,” or to say, ‘Rise, take up your bed and walk’? But that
you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he
said to the paralytic— “I say to you, rise, pick up your bed, and go home.” And
he rose and immediately picked up his bed and went out before them all, so
that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never saw anything
like this!” (Mark 2:1-12)

1. We must see the among the nations.

And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and
every affliction among the people. So bis fame spread throughout all
Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various
diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, those having seizures,
and paralytics, and he healed them. And great crowds followed him
from Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and
from beyond the Jordan. (Matthew 4:23-25)

-38-



And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in
their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and
healing every disease and every affliction. When he saw the crowds,
he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless,
like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to bis disciples, “The
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly
to the Lovd of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”
(Matthew 9:35-38)

* Urgent spiritual needs, which are

“Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has
made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” Now
when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and
the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” And Peter said
to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children
and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to
himself.” And with many other words he bore witness and continued
to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.”
So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added
that day about three thousand souls. (Acts 2:36—41)

o We have been commanded to proclaim Jesus’s word in a world of
spiritual need.

... praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication.
10 that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication
Jor all the saints, and also for me, that words may be given to me in
opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, for
which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as
[ ought o speak. (Ephesians 6:18-20)

o We have been commanded to keep people from
suffering.
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There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and
who feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate was laid a poor
man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who desired to be fed with
what fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover, even the dogs came
and licked his sores. The poor man died and was carried by the angels
to Abrahams side. The rich man also died and was buried, and in
Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far
off and Lazarus at bis side. And he called out, “Father Abraham, have
mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water
and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.” But Abraham
said, “Child, remember that you in your lifetime received your good
things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is
comforted here, and you are in anguish. And besides all this, between
us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who
would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross from
there to us.” And he said, “Then I beg you, father, to send him to my
Jathers house— for I have five brothers—so that he may warn them,
lest they also come into this place of torment.” But Abraham said,
“They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.” And he said,
“No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead,

they will repent.” He said to him, “If they do not hear Moses and the
Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from
the dead.” (Luke 16:19-31)

* Urgent physical needs, which are

And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher,
what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him, “What is
written in the Law? How do you read it?” And he answered, “You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your
neighbor as yourself.” And he said to him, “You have answered cor-
rectly; do this, and you will live.” But he, desiring to justify himself,
said to Jesus, “‘And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was
going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who
stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. Now
by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him
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he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to
the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan,
as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had
compassion. He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on
0il and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to
an inn and took care of him. And the next day he took out two
denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, “lake care of him, and
whatever more you spend, 1 will repay you when I come back.” Which
of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who
Jfell among the robbers?” He said, “The one who showed him mercy.”
And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do likewise.” (Luke 10:25-37)

o We have been commanded to display Jesus’s love in a world of
physical need.

At present, however, I am going to Jerusalem bringing aid to the

saints. For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make some
contribution for the poor among the saints at Jerusalem. For they were
pleased to do it, and indeed they owe it to them. For if the Gentiles
have come to share in their spiritual blessings, they ought also to be of
service to them in material blessings. When therefore I have completed
this and have delivered to them what has been collected, I will leave
Jfor Spain by way of you. I know that when I come to you I will come
in the fullness of the blessing of Christ. (Romans 15:25-29)

o We have been commanded to care for people amidst

suffering.

What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not
have works? Can that faith save him? If a brother or sister is poorly
clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in
peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed
Jfor the body, what good is that? So also faith by itself; if it does not
have works, is dead. (James 2:14—17)

2. We must see the barriers to reaching the nations.
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But I will stay in Ephesus until Pentecost, for a wide door for
effective work has opened to me, and there are many adversaries.

(1 Corinthians 16:8-9)

barriers.

But now, since I no longer have any room for work in these regions,
and since I have longed for many years to come to you, I hope to
see you in passing as I go to Spain, and to be helped on my journey
there by you, once I have enjoyed your company for a while.
(Romans 15:23-24)

barriers.

King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, whose height was sixty
cubits and its breadth six cubits. He set it up on the plain of Dura,
in the province of Babylon. Then King Nebuchadnezzar sent to
gather the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the counselors,

the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of
the provinces to come to the dedication of the image that King
Nebuchadnezzar had set up. Then the satraps, the prefects, and the
governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates,
and all the officials of the provinces gathered for the dedication of
the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. And they stood
before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. And the herald
proclaimed aloud, “You are commanded, O peoples, nations, and
languages, that when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre,
trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, you are to fall down
and worship the golden image that King Nebuchadnezzar has set
up. And whoever does not fall down and worship shall immediately
be cast into a burning fiery furnace.” (Daniel 3:1-6)

Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived
that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And
they recognized that they had been with Jesus. But seeing the man
who was healed standing beside them, they had nothing to say in
opposition. But when they had commanded them to leave the council,
they conferred with one another, saying, “What shall we do with these
men? For that a notable sign has been performed through them is
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evident to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it.
But in order that it may spread no further among the people, let us
warn them to speak no more to anyone in this name.” So they called
them and charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name of
Jesus. (Acts 4:13—18)

But when Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a united
attack on Paul and brought him before the tribunal. . . . (Acts 18:12)

Also it causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free
and slave, to be marked on the right hand or the forehead, so that no
one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, that is, the name of the
beast or the number of its name. (Revelation 13:16-17)

barriers.

After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. And he found a Jew
named Aquila, a native of Pontus, recently come from Italy with his
wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave
Rome. And he went to see them, and because he was of the same trade

he stayed with them and worked, for they were tentmakers by trade.
(Acts 18:1-3)

Now after these events Paul resolved in the Spirit to pass through
Macedonia and Achaia and go to Jerusalem, saying, “After I have
been there, I must also see Rome.” And having sent into Macedonia
two of his helpers, Timothy and Erastus, he himself stayed in Asia for
a while. About that time there arose no little disturbance concerning
the Way. For a man named Demetrius, a silversmith, who made silver
shrines of Artemis, brought no little business to the craftsmen. These
he gathered together, with the workmen in similar trades, and said,
“Men, you know that from this business we have our wealth. And you
see and hear that not only in Ephesus but in almost all of Asia this
Paul has persuaded and turned away a great many people, saying that
godls made with hands are not gods. And there is danger not only that
this trade of ours may come into disrepute but also that the temple of
the great goddess Artemis may be counted as nothing, and that she
may even be deposed from her magnificence, she whom all Asia and
the world worship.” (Acts 19:21-27)
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barriers.

As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl
who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners much gain

by fortune-telling. She followed Paul and us, crying out, “These men
are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of
salvation.” And this she kept doing for many days. Paul, having
become greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command
you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out
that very hour. But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was
gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace
before the rulers. And when they had brought them to the magistrates,
they said, “These men are Jews, and they are disturbing our city. They
advocate customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to accept or
practice.” The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates
tore the garments off them and gave orders to beat them with rods.
And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them
into prison, ordering the jailer to keep them safely. Having received
this order, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in
the stocks. (Acts 16:16-24)

Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia,

they came to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews.
And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three Sabbath days he
reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and proving that
it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and. to rise from the dead, and
saying, “This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ.” And some
of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a great many
of the devout Greeks and not a few of the leading women. But the Jews
were jealous, and taking some wicked men of the rabble, they formed a
mob, set the city in an uproar, and attacked the house of Jason, seeking
to bring them out to the crowd. And when they could not find them,
they dragged Jason and some of the brothers before the city authorities,
shouting, “These men who have turned the world upside down have
come here also, and Jason has received them, and they are all acting
against the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, Jesus.”
And the people and the city authorities were disturbed when they
heard these things. And when they had taken money as security from
Jason and the rest, they let them go. (Acts 17:1-9)
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barriers.

Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. And

as people migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land of
Shinar and settled there. And they said to one another, “Come, let

us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for
stone, and bitumen for mortar. Then they said, “Come, let us build
ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us
make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the
whole earth.” And the LORD came down to see the city and the
tower, which the children of man had built. And the LORD said,
“Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and
this is only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they
propose to do will now be impossible for them. Come, let us go down
and there confuse their language, so that they may not understand one
another’s speech.” So the LORD dispersed them from there over the
Jace of all the earth, and they left off building the city. Therefore its
name was called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language
of all the earth. And from there the LORD dispersed them over the
Jace of all the earth. (Genesis 11:1-9)

There are doubtless many different languages in the world, and none
is without meaning. . . . (1 Corinthians 14:10)

Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death,
and you will be hated by all nations for my name’s sake. And then
many will fall away and betray one another and hate one another.
(Matthew 24:9-10)

Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground
their teeth at him. But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of
God. And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of
Man standing at the right hand of God.” But they cried out with a
loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. Then
they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid
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down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. And

as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit.” And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord,
do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell
asleep. (Acts 7:54-60)

Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be
persecuted. . . . (2 Timothy 3:12)

3. We must wisely consider what it will take . . .
* To needs.

Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and
soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him

was his own, but they had everything in common. And with great
power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy
person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses
sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold and laid it ar
the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. Thus
Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barnabas (which means
son of encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, sold a field that
belonged to him and brought the money and laid it at the apostles
feet. (Acts 4:32-37)

* To barriers.

And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit,
not knowing what will happen to me there, except that the Holy
Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and afflictions
await me. But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious
to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I
received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of
God. (Acts 20:22-24)
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e With faith thatis. ..

o

o Compassionate.
o Creative.

o

For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all,
that [ might win more of them. 1o the Jews I became as a Jew, in
order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the
law (though not being myself under the law) that I might win those
under the law. To those outside the law I became as one outside the
law (not being outside the law of God but under the law of Christ)
that I might win those outside the law. To the weak I became weak,
that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that
by all means I might save some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel,
that I may share with them in its blessings. (1 Corinthians 9:19-23)

HE A GOD-CENTERED Il
I PERSPECTIVENR
HEE OF OUR LIVES IR

So he told them this parable: “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if
he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and
go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? And when he has found it, he lays
it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he comes home, he calls together his
[riends and his neighbors, saying to them, Rejoice with me, for I have found
my sheep that was lost.” Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over
one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no

repentance. (Luke 15:3-7)

1. We must replace a limited, focus with an
, global vision.
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Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your
kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. And
1 will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your
name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless

you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the
Jamilies of the earth shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:1-3)

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could
number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white
robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud
voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to
the Lamb!” (Revelation 7:9-10)

* The global purpose of God has always faced resistance from the comfort-

able people of God.

Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. And
as people migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land of
Shinar and settled there. And they said to one another, “Come, let
us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for
stone, and bitumen for mortar. Then they said, “Come, let us build
ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us
make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the
whole earth.” (Genesis 11:1-4)

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your
kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. And
1 will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your
name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless
you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the

Jfamilies of the earth shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:1-3)

Let not the foreigner who has joined himself to the LORD say, “The
LORD will surely separate me from his people”: and let not the
eunuch say, “Behold, I am a dry tree.” For thus says the LORD: “Io
the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths, who choose the things that please
me and hold fast my covenant, I will give in my house and within my
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walls a monument and a name better than sons and daughters; 1
will give them an everlasting name that shall not be cut off. “And
the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to minister to him,
to love the name of the LORD, and. to be his servants, everyone who
keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it, and holds fast my covenant
— these [ will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in
my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be
accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer
Jor all peoples.” The Lord GOD, who gathers the outcasts of Israel,
declares, “I will gather yet others to him besides those already
gathered.” (Isaiah 56:3-8)

And they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began

to drive out those who sold and those who bought in the temple, and
he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those
who sold pigeons. And he would not allow anyone to carry anything
through the temple. And he was teaching them and saying to them, “Is
it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the
nations? But you have made it a den of robbers.” And the chief priests
and the scribes heard it and were secking a way to destroy him, for
they feared him, because all the crowd was astonished at bis teaching.
And when evening came they went out of the city. (Mark 11:15-19)

Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard
that the Gentiles also had received the word of God. So when Peter
went up to Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized him, saying,
“You went to uncircumcised men and ate with them.” (Acts 11:1-3)

But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers,
“Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you
cannot be saved.” And after Paul and Barnabas had no small
dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the
others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the
elders about this question. So, being sent on their way by the church,
they passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail
the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the brothers.
When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and

the apostles and the elders, and they declared all that God had done
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with them. But some believers who belonged to the party of the
Pharisees rose up and said, “It is necessary to circumcise them and to
order them to keep the law of Moses.” (Acts 15:1-5)

* Contrast Jonah . . .
o He wanted his way more than he wanted God’s will.

Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying,
Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it, for their
evil has come up before me.” But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from
the presence of the LORD. He went down to Joppa and found a

ship going to Tarshish. So he paid the fare and went down into it,

to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the LORD.
(Jonah 1:1-3)

o He desired the good of more than
he desired the gospel in other nations.

Then they said to him, “1ell us on whose account this evil has come
upon us. What is your occupation? And where do you come from?
What is your country? And of what people are you?” And he said ro
them, “I am a Hebrew, and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven,
who made the sea and the dry land.” (Jonah 1:8-9)

o He failed to connect the mercy of God in his life with the mission of

God in the world.

“But I with the voice of thanksgiving will sacrifice to you; what I
have vowed I will pay. Salvation belongs to the LORD!” And the
LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah out upon the dry land.
(Jonah 2:9-10)

o He knew the character of God in his head, but he neglected the
compassion of God in his heart.

But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry. And he prayed
to the LORD and said, “O LORD, is not this what I said when I was
yet in my country? That is why I made haste to flee to Tarshish; for I
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knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to
anger and abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from disaster.

(Jonah 4:1-2)

o He was more concerned about his own
than he was about others’ eternal destinies.

When the sun rose, God appointed a scorching east wind, and the sun
beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint. And he asked
that he might die and said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”
But God said to Jonah, “Do you do well to be angry for the plant?”
And he said, “Yes, I do well to be angry, angry enough to die.” And the
LORD said, “You pity the plant, for which you did not labor, nor did
you make it grow, which came into being in a night and perished in

a night. And should not I pity Nineveh, that great city, in which there
are more than 120,000 persons who do not know their right hand
[from their left, and also much cattle?” (Jonah 4:8—11)

* With Jesus . . .

Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered him, saying,
“Teacher, we wish to see a sign from you.” But he answered them, An
evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be
given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For just as Jonah was
three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son
of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. The
men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and
condemn it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold,
something greater than Jonah is here.” (Matthew 12:38-41)

o Instead of reluctantly preaching to sinners in need of God’s grace in
sinners in need of

other nations, Jesus relentlessly
God’s grace in all nations.

Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does

not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently until she
Jfinds it? And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and
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neighbors, saying, “Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I
had lost.” Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over
one sinner who repents. (Luke 15:8-10)

o Instead of merely going to a city filled with his enemies, Jesus goes to
a cross for the sake of his enemies.

Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death
with him. And when they came to the place that is called The Skull,
there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one
on his left. And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not
what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. And the
people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He
saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his
Chosen One!” The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering
him sour wine and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save
yourselfl” There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King
of the Jews.” (Luke 23:32-38)

o Instead of helping people in Nineveh temporarily avoid the just
wrath of God, Jesus brings people in all nations eternally into the
joyful of God.

For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and
he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away
every tear from their eyes.” (Revelation 7:17)

* Then ask the question: which will characterize you and me?
o The spirit of Jonah that prioritizes care for
our people?
o Or the Spirit of Jesus who passionately cares for peoples?

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

o The spirit of Jonah that is content to let
nations go to hell.
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o The Spirit of Jesus who is committed to leading people from
nation to heaven.

And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the
scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you
ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people
and nation, and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our
God, and they shall reign on the earth.” (Revelation 5:9-10)

2. We must replace an either/or approach with a /
approach to urgent spiritual and physical need.

Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose
over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch,
speaking the word to no one except Jews. But there were some of them,
men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the
Hellenists also, preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the Lord
was with them, and a great number who believed turned to the Lord.
The report of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and
they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he came and saw the grace of
God, he was glad, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the
Lord with steadfast purpose, for he was a good man, full of the Holy
Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were added to the Lord.
So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he had found
him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the
church and taught a great many people. And in Antioch the disciples
were first called Christians. (Acts 11:19-30)

... and thus [ make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not

where Christ has already been named, lest I build on someone elses
foundation, but as it is written, “Those who have never been told of
him will see, and those who have never heard will understand.” This
is the reason why I have so often been hindered from coming to you.
But now, since I no longer have any room for work in these regions,
and since I have longed for many years to come to you, I hope to see
you in passing as I go to Spain, and to be helped on my journey there
by you, once I have enjoyed your company for a while. At present,
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however, I am going to Jerusalem bringing aid to the saints. For
Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make some contribution
for the poor among the saints at Jerusalem. For they were pleased to
do it, and indeed they owe it to them. For if the Gentiles have come
to share in their spiritual blessings, they ought also to be of service to
them in material blessings. When therefore I have completed this and
have delivered to them what has been collected, I will leave for Spain
by way of you. (Romans 15:20-28)

And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the
scroll and found the place where it was written, “The Spirit of the Lord
is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news ro the
poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of
sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim
the year of the Lord's favor.” And he rolled up the scroll and gave it
back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue
were fixed on him. And he began to say to them, “Ioday this Scripture
has been fulfilled in your hearing.” (Luke 4:17-21)

* We must be , but not exclusively, focused

on urgent spiritual need.

When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him,
“Rabbi, when did you come here?” Jesus answered them, “Truly,

truly, I say to you, you are seeking me, not because you saw signs, but
because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the food that
perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son
of Man will give to you. For on him God the Father has set bis seal.”
Then they said to him, “What must we do, to be doing the works of
God?” Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe
in him whom he has sent.” So they said to him, “Then what sign do
you do, that we may see and believe you? What work do you perform?
Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave
them bread from heaven to eat.”” Jesus then said to them, “Truly, truly,
1 say to you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven,
but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of
God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.”
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They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.” Jesus said to them,
“I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and
whoever believes in me shall never thirst. (John 6:25-35)

* We must be , but not exclusively, responsive to
urgent physical need.

And there was a woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve
years, and who had suffered much under many physicians, and had
spent all that she had, and was no better but rather grew worse. She
had heard the reports about Jesus and came up bebind him in the
crowd and touched his garment. For she said, “If I touch even his
garments, [ will be made well.” And immediately the flow of blood
dried up, and she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease.
And Jesus, perceiving in himself that power had gone out from him,
immediately turned about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my
garments?” And his disciples said to him, “You see the crowd pressing
around you, and yet you say, “Who touched me?”” And he looked
around to see who had done it. But the woman, knowing what had
happened to her, came in fear and trembling and fell down before
him and told him the whole truth. And he said to her, “Daughter,
your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your
disease.” (Mark 5:25-34)

o As we reach people with the gospel.

Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer,
the ninth hour. And a man lame from birth was being carried, whom
they laid daily at the gate of the temple that is called the Beautiful
Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple. Seeing Peter and John
about to go into the temple, he asked to receive alms. And Peter
directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, “Look at us.” And

he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something from
them. But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have
1 give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and
walk!” And he took him by the right hand and raised him up, and
immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. And leaping up, he
stood and began to walk, and entered the temple with them, walking
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and leaping and praising God. And all the people saw him walking
and praising God, and recognized him as the one who sat at the
Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking for alms. And they were filled
with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.

(Acts 3:1-10)

o As we care for people through the church.

Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and
soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him was
his own, but they had everything in common. And with great power
the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy
person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses
sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold and laid it at
the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. Thus
Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barnabas (which means
son of encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, sold a field that
belonged to him and brought the money and laid it at the apostles
feet. (Acts 4:32-37)

Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a
complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their
widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. (Acts 6:1)

* We rightly give attention to urgent needs in places

with less urgent spiritual needs (i.e., reached places).

On the contrary, when they saw that I had been entrusted with the
gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been entrusted with the
gospel to the circumcised (for he who worked through Peter for his
apostolic ministry to the circumcised worked also through me for mine
to the Gentiles), and when James and Cephas and John, who seemed
to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given to me, they gave the
right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, that we should go to the
Gentiles and they to the circumcised. Only, they asked us to remember
the poor, the very thing I was eager to do. (Galatians 2:7-10)
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* We rightly give attention to urgent needs (i.e.,

unreached places) in places with less urgent physical needs.

And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was
standing there, urging him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and
help us.” And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought
to go on into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach
the gospel to them. (Acts 16:9-10)

* Ultimately, correcting the Great Imbalance will require intentional focus
on urgent spiritual physical need.

Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a
desolate place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed
him on foot from the towns. When he went ashore he saw a great
crowd, and he had compassion on them and healed their sick. Now
when it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a
desolate place, and the day is now over; send the crowds away to go
into the villages and buy food for themselves.” But Jesus said, “They
need not go away; you give them something to eat.” They said to him,
“We have only five loaves here and two fish.” And he said, “Bring
them here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass,
and taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven
and said a blessing. Then he broke the loaves and gave them to the
disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And they all ate
and were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken
pieces left over. And those who ate were about five thousand men,
besides women and children. (Matthew 14:13-21)

o Lets reflect the compassion of Jesus.
o Let’s rely on the of Jesus.

= He meets needs in us.
= He meets needs us.

o Let’s receive the blessing of Jesus.
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3. We must replace a focus on reached mission with a
focus on reached mission

And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of
men.” (Matthew 4:19)

* God designs mission fields that have been reached to become mission
forces that are engaging the unreached.

Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose
over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch,
speaking the word to no one except Jews. But there were some of them,
men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the
Hellenists also, preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the Lord
was with them, and a great number who believed turned to the Lord.
The report of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and
they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he came and saw the grace of
God, he was glad, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the
Lord with steadfast purpose, for he was a good man, full of the Holy
Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were added to the Lord.
So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he had found
him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the
church and taught a great many people. And in Antioch the disciples
were first called Christians. (Acts 11:19-206)

Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers,
Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen
a lifelong friend of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. While they were
worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for
me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.”
Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent
them off- (Acts 13:1-3)

¢ The task of missions:

When they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many
disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch,
strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue
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in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations we must enter
the kingdom of God. And when they had appointed elders for them

in every church, with prayer and fasting they committed them to the
Lord in whom they had believed. (Acts 14:21-23)

o Entry: establishing a among unreached
people.

o Evangelism: proclaiming the gospel to unreached people.

o Discipleship: teaching people to obey Jesus.

o Healthy formation: planting a biblical church.

o Leadership development: training pastors and missionaries.

o Exit: moving on to reach more unreached
people.

For I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has
accomplished through me to bring the Gentiles to obedience—by
word and deed, by the power of signs and wonders, by the power of
the Spirit of God—so that from Jerusalem and all the way around

to lllyricum I have fulfilled the ministry of the gospel of Christ; and
thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has
already been named, lest I build on someone elses foundation, but as
it is written, “Those who have never been told of him will see, and
those who have never heard will understand.” This is the reason why
I have so often been hindered from coming to you. But now, since I
no longer have any room for work in these regions, and since I have
longed for many years to come to you, I hope to see you in passing as I
go to Spain, and to be helped on my journey there by you, once I have

enjoyed your company for a while. (Romans 15:18-24)

* Many of the greatest laborers the harvest field are currently

the harvest field.

Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers
are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out
laborers into his harvest.” (Matthew 9:37-38)
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* Instead of merely going reached mission frelds while we ignore
the unreached, we must go reached mission forces to
engage the unreached.

1 thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every
prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, because of
your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.
(Philippians 1:3-5)

4. We must replace a flawed ROI (Return on Investment) with a fixed
to complete the commission Jesus has given to us.

Now after these events Paul resolved in the Spirit to pass through
Macedonia and Achaia and go to Jerusalem, saying, “After I have

»

been there, I must also see Rome.” (Acts 19:21)

And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit,
not knowing what will happen to me there, except that the Holy
Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and afflictions
await me. But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to
myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received
Jfrom the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.

(Acts 20:22-24)

And when we had parted from them and set sail, we came by a
straight course to Cos, and the next day to Rhodes, and from there

to Patara. And having found a ship crossing to Phoenicia, we went
aboard and set sail. When we had come in sight of Cyprus, leaving

it on the left we sailed to Syria and landed at Tyre, for there the ship
was to unload its cargo. And having sought out the disciples, we stayed
there for seven days. And through the Spirit they were telling Paul not
to go on to Jerusalem. When our days there were ended, we departed
and went on our journey, and they all, with wives and children,
accompanied us until we were outside the city. And kneeling down on
the beach, we prayed and said farewell to one another. Then we went
on board the ship, and they returned home. When we had finished
the voyage from Tjre, we arrived at Ptolemais, and we greeted the

brothers and stayed with them for one day. On the next day we
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departed and came to Caesarea, and we entered the house of Philip
the evangelist, who was one of the seven, and stayed with him. He had
Jour unmarried daughters, who prophesied. While we were staying
for many days, a prophet named Agabus came down from Judea. And
coming to us, he took Paul’s belt and bound his own feet and hands
and said, “Thus says the Holy Spirit, “This is how the Jews at Jerusalem
will bind the man who owns this belt and deliver him into the hands
of the Gentiles.”” When we heard this, we and the people there urged
him not to go up to Jerusalem. Then Paul answered, “What are you
doing, weeping and breaking my heart? For I am ready not only to

be imprisoned but even to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord
Jesus.” And since he would not be persuaded, we ceased and said, “Let
the will of the Lord be done.” (Acts 21:1-14)

When the seven days were almost completed, the Jews from Asia, seeing
him in the temple, stirred up the whole crowd and laid hands on
him, crying out, “Men of Israel, help! This is the man who is teaching
everyone everywhere against the people and the law and this place.
Moreover, he even brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled

this holy place.” For they had previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian
with him in the city, and they supposed that Paul had brought him
into the temple. Then all the city was stirred up, and the people ran
together. They seized Paul and dragged him out of the temple, and ar
once the gates were shut. And as they were seeking to kill him, word
came to the tribune of the cohort that all Jerusalem was in confusion.
He at once took soldiers and centurions and ran down to them. And
when they saw the tribune and the soldiers, they stopped beating Paul.
Then the tribune came up and arrested him and ordered him to be
bound with two chains. He inquired who he was and what he had
done. Some in the crowd were shouting one thing, some another. And
as he could not learn the facts because of the uproar, he ordered him to
be brought into the barracks. And when he came to the steps, he was
actually carried by the soldiers because of the violence of the crowd,
Jfor the mob of the people followed, crying out, “Away with him!”
(Acts 21:27-36)

* Are we willing to go to the places?

* Are we willing to meet the toughest needs?

_61 -



* Are we willing to engage the peoples?
* Are we willing to endure the longest challenges?

And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, “Do not be afraid,
but go on speaking and do not be silent, for I am with you, and no

one will attack you to harm you, for I have many in this city who are
my people.” And he stayed a year and six montbhs, teaching the word of
God among them. (Acts 18:9-11)

5. We must replace the desire for quick success stories with devotion to
slow, strategies.

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet,
which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. And when
they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were
staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas,
Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon
the Zealot and Judas the son of James. All these with one accord
were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and
Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. In those days Peter
stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all
about 120) . . . (Acts 1:12—15)

* We must remember that more and fast is not always better than less
and

But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people
of the flesh, as infants in Christ. I fed you with milk, not solid food,
Jfor you were not ready for it. And even now you are not yet ready, for
you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife among
you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a human way? For
when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are
you not being merely human? What then is Apollos? What is Paul?
Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to each.

1 planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither he
who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives

the growth. He who plants and he who waters are one, and each
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will receive his wages according to his labor. For we are Gods fellow
workers. You are Gods field, God’s building. According to the grace
of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation,
and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he
builds upon it. For no one can lay a foundation other than that which
is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on the foundation
with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— each one’s work
will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be
revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has
done. If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives,
he will receive a reward. If anyones work is burned up, he will

suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire.
(1 Corinthians 3:1-15)

1 do not write these things to make you ashamed, but to admonish
you as my beloved children. For though you have countless guides in
Christ, you do not have many fathers. For I became your father in
Christ Jesus through the gospel. I urge you, then, be imitators of me.
That is why 1 sent you Timothy, my beloved and faithful child in the
Lord, to remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach them everywhere
in every church. Some are arrogant, as though I were not coming to
you. But I will come to you soon, if the Lord wills, and I will find out
not the talk of these arrogant people but their power. For the kingdom
of God does not consist in talk but in power. What do you wish?
Shall I come to you with a rod, or with love in a spirit of gentleness?
(1 Corinthians 4:14-21)

* We must be faithful to the task before us

of size and speed.

This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of
the mysteries of God. Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be
Sfound faithful. (1 Corinthians 4:1-2)

Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed
ahead and be honored, as happened among you, and that we may be
delivered from wicked and evil men. For not all have faith. But the
Lord is faithful. He will establish you and guard you against the evil
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one. And we have confidence in the Lord about you, that you are doing
and will do the things that we command. (2 Thessalonians 3:1-4)

“Plant down your forces in the heart of one tribe or race. Work
solidly from the center, building up—with patient teaching and
life long care—a church that will endure. Rest not till every people
and language and nation has such a Christ center throbbing in

its midst with the pulses of the new life at full play. Rush not
from land to land, from people to people in a breathless fruitless
mission. The concentrated common sense that builds for eternity
will receive the fullest approval of God in time.” — John Paton,

Missionary to the New Hebrides

6. We must replace of the world with in God’s
Word.

At the end of forty days they returned from spying out the land. And
they came to Moses and Aaron and to all the congregation of the peo-
ple of Israel in the wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh. They brought back
word to them and to all the congregation, and showed them the fruit
of the land. And they told him, “We came to the land to which you
sent us. It flows with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. However,
the people who dwell in the land are strong, and the cities are fortified
and very large. And besides, we saw the descendants of Anak there. The
Amalekites dwell in the land of the Negeb. The Hittites, the Jebusites,
and the Amorites dwell in the hill country. And the Canaanites dwell
by the sea, and along the Jordan.” But Caleb quieted the people before
Moses and said, “Let us go up at once and occupy it, for we are well
able to overcome it.” Then the men who had gone up with him said,
“We are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger
than we are.” So they brought to the people of Israel a bad report of
the land that they had spied out, saying, “The land, through which
we have gone to spy it out, is a land that devours its inhabitants, and
all the people that we saw in it are of great height. And there we saw
the Nephilim (the sons of Anak, who come from the Nephilim), and
we seemed to ourselves like grasshoppers, and so we seemed to them.”

(Numbers 13:25-33)
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Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the people wept that
night. And all the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron.
The whole congregation said to them, “Would that we had died in the
land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this wilderness! Why is
the LORD bringing us into this land, to fall by the sword? Our wives
and our little ones will become a prey. Would it not be better for us

to go back to Egypt?” And they said to one another, “Let us choose a
leader and go back to Egypt.” (Numbers 14:1-4)

* The anatomy of fear . . .
o You disregard the goodness of God.
> You the greatness of God.

* You magnify potential problems.
* You minimize powerful

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Send men to spy out the
land of Canaan, which I am giving to the people of Israel. From
each tribe of their fathers you shall send a man, every one a chief
among them.” (Numbers 13:1-2)

They went up into the Negeb and came to Hebron. Ahiman,
Sheshai, and Talmai, the descendants of Anak, were there. . . .
(Numbers 13:22)

The LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him,
“Lift up your eyes and look from the place where you are,
northward and southward and eastward and westward, for all
the land that you see I will give to you and to your offspring
forever. I will make your offspring as the dust of the earth, so that
if one can count the dust of the earth, your offspring also can be
counted. Arise, walk through the length and the breadth of the
land, for I will give it to you.” So Abram moved his tent and
came and settled by the oaks of Mamre, which are ar Hebron,
and there he built an altar to the LORD. (Genesis 13:14—18)

Then the LORD said to Abram, “Know for certain that your
offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be
servants there, and they will be afflicted for four hundred years.
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But I will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and
afterward they shall come out with great possessions. As for you,
you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a
good old age. And they shall come back here in the fourth
generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”
(Genesis 15:13-16)

o You disobey the Word of God.
o You disqualify yourself from the of God.

I, the LORD, have spoken. Surely this will I do to all this wicked
congregation who are gathered together against me: in this wilderness
they shall come to a full end, and there they shall die.” (Numbers 14:35)

* The anatomy of faith . . .

Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the
congregation of the people of Israel. And Joshua the son of Nun and
Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had spied
out the land, tore their clothes and said to all the congregation of the
people of Israel, “The land, which we passed through to spy it out, is
an exceedingly good land. If the LORD delights in us, he will bring
us into this land and give it to us, a land that flows with milk and
honey. . . . (Numbers 14:5-8)

o You believe the goodness of God.
o You trust the greatness of God.
* Where others see an obstacle, you see an

According to the commandment of the LORD to Joshua, he gave
to Caleb the son of Jephunneh a portion among the people of
Judah, Kiriath-arba, that is, Hebron (Arba was the father of
Anak). And Caleb drove out from there the three sons of Anak,
Sheshai and Abiman and Talmai, the descendants of Anak.
(Joshua 15:13-14)

» While others worry about man’s power, you are confident in

God’s presence.
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And Moses swore on that day, saying, “Surely the land on which
your foot has trodden shall be an inberitance for you and your
children _forever, because you have wholly followed the LORD
my God.” (Joshua 14:9)

o You the Word of God.

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.
For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man
who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. For he looks at
himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. But the
one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres,
being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in
his doing. (James 1:22-25)

* You are not content with ignorance of need.
®* You are not content with knowing about need.
* You are only content when you're what God

has said to do in order to meet need.

What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does
not have works? Can that faith save him? If a brother or sister is
poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says to
them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them
the things needed for the body, what good is that? So also faith

by isself, if it does not have works, is dead. But someone will say,
“You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart

Sfrom your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.
(James 2:14-18)

o You experience the blessing of God.

And now, behold, the LORD has kept me alive, just as he said, these
Jforty-five years since the time that the LORD spoke this word to

Moses, while Israel walked in the wilderness. And now, behold, I am
this day eighty-five years old. I am still as strong today as I was in the
day that Moses sent me; my strength now is as my strength was then,
Jfor war and for going and coming. So now give me this hill country of
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which the LORD spoke on that day, for you heard on that day

how the Anakim were there, with great fortified cities. It may be that
the LORD will be with me, and I shall drive them out just as the
LORD said.” Then Joshua blessed him, and he gave Hebron to Caleb
the son of Jephunneh for an inberitance. Therefore Hebron became
the inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite to this
day, because he wholly followed the LORD, the God of Israel.
(Joshua 14:10-14)

7. We must replace casual Christianity with
love for Christ.

And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of
men.” (Matthew 4:19)

* To be a Christian is to live with radical abandonment for the glory
of Jesus.

From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” (Matthew 4:17)

Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them,
“If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother
and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own
life, he cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not bear his own cross
and come after me cannot be my disciple. For which of you, desiring
to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he
has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation
and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, saying,
This man began to build and was not able to finish.” Or what king,
going out to encounter another king in war, will not sit down first
and deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who
comes against him with twenty thousand? And if not, while the other
is yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace.
So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has
cannot be my disciple.” (Luke 14:25-33)
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o We leave behind all things . . .
= Our comfort.
= Qur careers.
= Our possessions.
= Qur position.
= Qur families.
= Qur friends.
* Qur safety.
= Qur sin.

= Qur

o We live for one thing . . .
= To the King.

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which
a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all
that he has and buys that field. (Matthew 13:44)

* To be a Christian is to live with joyful dependence on the
of Jesus.

o He takes the initiative to choose us.

For you are a peaple holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your
God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of
all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. It was not because you
were more in number than any other people that the LORD set his
love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, bur it
is because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to
your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand
and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh
king of Egypt. (Deuteronomy 7:6—8)

You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you
should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that
whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.

(John 15:16)

o He provides the power to use us.
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1 am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in
him, be it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do
nothing. (John 15:5)

o He gets the glory through us.

If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you
wish, and it will be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that
you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. As the Father
has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my
Fathers commandments and abide in his love. These things I have
spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be
full. (John 15:7-11)

¢ To be a Christian is to live with faithful adherence to the
of Jesus.

When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying;
who can listen to it?” But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples
were grumbling about this, said to them, “Do you take offense at this?
Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he
was before? It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The
words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. But there are some
of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning who
those were who did not believe, and who it was who would betray
him.) And be said, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me
unless it is granted him by the Father.” After this many of his disciples
turned back and no longer walked with him. So Jesus said to the
twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” Simon Peter answered him,
“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, and
we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One
of God.” (John 6:60-69)

o We are not casual listeners.
o We are not convinced listeners.
o We are learners and followers.
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* To be a Christian is to live with total trust in the
of Jesus.

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but
Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
(Galatians 2:20)

o He is the Master of every domain in our lives.

On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the
word of God, he was standing by the lake of Gennesaret, and he saw
two boats by the lake, but the fishermen had gone out of them and
were washing their nets. Getting into one of the boats, which was
Simon’s, he asked him to put out a little from the land. And he sat
down and taught the people from the boat. And when he had finished
speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down your
nets for a catch.” And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night
and took nothing! But at your word I will let down the nets.” And
when they had done this, they enclosed a large number of fish, and
their nets were breaking. They signaled to their partners in the other
boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats,
so that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down
at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O
Lord.” For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch
of fish that they had taken, and so also were James and John, sons of
Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon,
“Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.” And when
they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed
him. (Luke 5:1-11)

o He is the Lord of every detail in our lives.

Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one
another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each
other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And
above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect
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harmony. And. let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which
indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word
of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another
in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with
thankfulness in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through him. (Colossians 3:12-17)

* To be a Christian is to live with urgent obedience to the mission of Jesus.

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am
with you always, to the end of the age. (Matthew 28:18-20)

o Every follower of Jesus is a fisher of men; every disciple is a
disciple-maker.

o This is an unconventional plan that requires a
response.

* The cost of following Jesus and obeying his commission is great.

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me,
and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.
And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of
me. Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my
sake will find ir. (Matthew 10:37-39)

And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny
himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever would
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses bis life for my sake will save

it.” (Luke 9:23-24)

* The cost of not following Jesus and disobeying his commission is
greater.
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And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack one
thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” Disheartened by the saying,
he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. And Jesus looked
around and said to his disciples, “How difficult it will be for those
who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” And the disciples

were amazed at his words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children,
how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel
to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the
kingdom of God.” And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to
him, “Then who can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, “With
man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible
with God.” Peter began to say to him, “See, we have left everything
and followed you.” Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who
has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or
lands, for my sake and for the gospel, who will not receive a hundred-
Jfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and
children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal

life. (Mark 10:21-30)

8. We must replace doctrinal weakness with biblical

Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor

of me his prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel by the power
of God, who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of
our works but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave
us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, and which now has been
manifested through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who
abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through
the gospel, for which I was appointed a preacher and apostle and
teacher, which is why I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I
know whom I have believed, and I am convinced that be is able to
guard until that day what has been entrusted to me. Follow the
pattern of the sound words that you have heard from me, in the faith
and love that are in Christ Jesus. By the Holy Spirit who dwells within
us, guard the good deposit entrusted to you. (2 Timothy 1:8-14)
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* We need deep conviction about the of God.

In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the LORD sitting upon a
throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple.
Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered
his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. And
one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of
hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!” And the foundations of the
thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house was
[filled with smoke. And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a
man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean
lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” Then one of
the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he
had taken with tongs from the altar. And he touched my mouth and
said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away,
and your sin atoned for.” And I heard the voice of the LORD saying,
“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I
am! Send me.” (Isaiah 6:1-8)

After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And
the first voice, which I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said,
“Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.”
At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne stood in heaven, with
one seated on the throne. And he who sat there had the appearance of
Jjasper and carnelian, and around the throne was a rainbow that had
the appearance of an emerald. Around the throne were twenty-four
thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four elders, clothed
in white garments, with golden crowns on their heads. From the
throne came flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of thunder,
and before the throne were burning seven torches of fire, which are
the seven spirits of God, and before the throne there was as it were a
sea of glass, like crystal. And around the throne, on each side of the
throne, are four living creatures, full of eyes in front and behind: the
forst living creature like a lion, the second living creature like an ox,
the third living creature with the face of a man, and the fourth living
creature like an eagle in flight. And the four living creatures, each of
them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and day

and night they never cease to say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God
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Almighty, who was and is and is to come!” And whenever the living
creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him who is seated on the
throne, who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down
before him who is seated on the throne and worship him who lives
Jforever and ever. They cast their crowns before the throne, saying,
“Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and
power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and
were created.” (Revelation 4:1-11)

Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a
scroll written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. And I
saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy

to open the scroll and break its seals?” And no one in heaven or on
earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it,
and I began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy to open
the scroll or to look into it. And one of the elders said to me, “Weep

no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David,
has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.” And
between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders
I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns
and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into
all the earth. And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of
him who was seated on the throne. And when he had taken the scroll,
the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before
the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense,
which are the prayers of the saints. And they sang a new song, saying,
“Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were
slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every
tribe and language and people and nation, and you have made them
a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.”
Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures
and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads
and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the
Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and
might and honor and glory and blessing!” And I heard every creature
in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all
that is in them, saying, “10 him who sits on the throne and to the
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Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!”
And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down
and worshiped. (Revelation 5:1-14)

o He sits at the center of the universe.
o He dwells in unapproachable light.

... who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light,
whom no one has ever seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal
dominion. Amen. (1 Timothy 6:16)

o He is surrounded by unending praise.
o He is the just of every single person.

o He is the only hope of mercy for every single person.
o Heis above all.

o He has power over all.

o He is omnipresent.

o He is omniscient.

o He is infinitely timeless.

o He is infinitely glorious.

o He is supreme above all things.

o He is the sustainer of all things.

o Heis over all things.

My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies
and from my persecutors! (Psalm 31:15)

o Jesus is the conquering

Judah, your brothers shall praise you; your hand shall be on the neck
of your enemies; your father’ sons shall bow down before you. Judah
is a lion’s cub; from the prey, my son, you have gone up. He stooped
down; he crouched as a lion and as a lioness; who dares rouse him?
The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from
between his feet, until tribute comes to him; and to him shall be the
obedience of the peoples. (Genesis 49:8—10)
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There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch
Sfrom his roots shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest
upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of
counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge
by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, bur
with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity
Jfor the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod
of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt
of his loins. The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard
shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the
Jattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. The cow and
the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion
shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole
of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s
den. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover
the sea. In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the
peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall
be glorious. (Isaiah 11:1-10)

o Jesus is the slaughtered

The next day he [John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him,
and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the
world!” (John 1:29)

o His worth is undisputed.

o His work is unforgettable.

o His worship is universal.

o He enacts judgment.

o He ensures salvation.

o The glory of God beckons us to receive
* God holds the future glorification of believers in his hand
* God holds the final damnation of unbelievers in his hand.

= Cry out for the mercy of God or collapse under the judgment
of God.
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o The glory of God motivates us to
the mission.

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
(Matthew 28:18-20)

Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name
that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
(Philippians 2:9-11)

* We need deep conviction about the of

the gospel.

This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who
desires all people to be saved and to come ro the knowledge of the
truth. For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God
and men, the man Christ_Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for

all, which is the testimony given at the proper time. For this I was
appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not
lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. (1 Timothy 2:3-7)

o The necessity of God’s provision in the gospel.

Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going.
How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and
the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From
now on you do know him and have seen him.” (John 14:5-7)

And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given among men by which we must be saved. (Acts 4:12)
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This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be
considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are also
suffering— since indeed God considers it just to repay with affliction
those who afflict you, and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as
well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with bis
mighty angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not
know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.
They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the
presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, when he comes on
that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at among all
who have believed, because our testimony to you was believed.

(2 Thessalonians 1:5-10)

o The necessity of our of the gospel.

Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said

to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the
third day rise from the dead, and that repentance for the forgiveness of
sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from

Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.” (Luke 24:45-48)

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth. (Acts 1:8)

For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” How
then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how
are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how
are they to hear without someone preaching? And how are they to
preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the
Jeet of those who preach the good news!” But they have not all obeyed
the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard
Sfrom us?” So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word
of Christ. (Romans 10:13-17)

* We need deep conviction about the horror of
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And if anyones name was not found written in the book of life, he
was thrown into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:15)

o Hell is a place of ultimate justice.

After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great
multitude in heaven, crying out, “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory
and power belong to our God, for his judgments are true and just; for
he has judged the great prostitute who corrupted the earth with her
immorality, and has avenged on her the blood of his servants.” Once
more they cried out, “Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up forever
and ever.” And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures
fell down and worshiped God who was seated on the throne, saying,
Amen. Hallelujah!” (Revelation 19:1-4)

o Hell is a place of agony.

And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter
life crippled than with two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable
fire. And. if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you

to enter life lame than with two feet to be thrown into hell. And if
your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the
kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into
hell, “where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.”
(Mark 9:43-48)

o Hell is a place of conscious

The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abrahams side.
The rich man also died and was buried, and in Hades, being in
torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at
his side. And he called out, “Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and
send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue,
Sfor I am in anguish in this flame.” But Abraham said, “Child,
remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and
Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and
you are in anguish. And besides all this, between us and you a great
chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here
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to you may not be able, and none may cross from there to us.” And he
said, “Then I beg you, father, to send him to my fathers house— for I
have five brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into
this place of torment.” (Luke 16:22-28)

o Hell is a place of outer

1 tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at table
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, while
the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness.
In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
(Matthew 8:11-12)

o Hell is a place of weeping and gnashing of teeth.

And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. (Matthew 25:30)

o Hell is a place of continual rebellion.

Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name
that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
(Philippians 2:9-11)

o Hell is a place of vile association.

Then he will say to those on his left, “Depart from me, you
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.”
(Matthew 25:41)

But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers,
the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion
will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second
death. (Revelation 21:8)

o Hell is a place of divine
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But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored
up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the
ungodly. (2 Peter 3:7)

o Hell is a place of complete separation.

“They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away
[from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might. . . .”
(2 Thessalonians 1:9)

“None but one who really knows God can begin to estimate
what it will mean to be eternally banished from the Lord. Forever
separated from the Fount of all goodness! Never to enjoy the
light of God’s countenance! Never to bask in the sunshine of His
presence. This, this is the most awful of all.” — A.W. Pink

o Hell is a place of duration.

And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake,

some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.
(Daniel 12:2)

And if your hard or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it
away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two
hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. (Matthew 18:8)

And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous
into eternal life. (Matthew 25:46)

And another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a loud voice,
“If anyone worships the beast and its image and receives a mark on
his forehead or on his hand, he also will drink the wine of God’s
wrath, poured full strength into the cup of his anger, and he will be
tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and
in the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment goes up
Jforever and ever, and they have no rest, day or night, these worshipers
of the beast and its image, and whoever receives the mark of its
name.” (Revelation 14:9-11)
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Once more they cried out, “Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up
forever and ever.” (Revelation 19:3)

And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded
the camp of the saints and the beloved city, but fire came down from
heaven and consumed them, and the devil who had deceived them
was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the
Jalse prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever
and ever. (Revelation 20:9-10)

“Thus it is in Hell; they would die, but they cannot. The wicked
shall be always dying but never dead; the smoke of the furnace
ascends for ever and ever. Oh! Who can endure thus to be ever
upon the rack? This word ‘ever’ breaks the heart.” — Thomas Watson

“To help your conception, imagine yourself to be cast into a fiery
oven, all of a glowing heat, or into the midst of a blowing brick-
kiln, or of a great furnace, where your pain would be as much
greater than that occasioned by accidentally touching a coal of fire,
as the heat is greater. Imagine also that your body were to lie there
for a quarter of an hour, full of fire, as full within and without

as a bright coal of fire, all the while full of quick sense; what
horror would you feel at the entrance of such a furnace! And how
long would that quarter of an hour seem to you! If it were to be
measured by a glass, how long would the glass seem to be running!
And after you had endured it for one minute, how overbearing
would it be to you to think that you had yet to endure the other
fourteen. But what would be the effect on your soul, if you knew
you must lie there enduring that torment to the full for twenty-
four hours! And how much greater would be the effect, if you
knew you must endure it for a whole year, and how vastly greater
still, if you knew you must endure it for a thousand years! O then,
how would your heart sink, if you thought, if you knew, that you
must bear it forever and ever! That there would be no end! That
after millions of millions of ages, your torment would be no nearer
to an end, than ever it was; and that you never, never should be
delivered! But your torment in Hell will be immeasurably greater
than this illustration represents. How then will the heart of a poor
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creature sink under it! How utterly inexpressible and inconceivable
must the sinking of the soul be in such a case.” — Jonathan Edwards

“When you look forward, you shall see a long forever, a boundless
duration before you, which will swallow up your thoughts, and
amaze your soul; and you will absolutely despair of ever having any
deliverance, any end, any mitigation, any rest at all; you will know
certainly that you must wear out long ages, millions and millions
of ages, in wrestling and conflicting with this almighty merciless
vengeance; and then when you have so done, when so many ages
have actually been spent by you in this manner, you will know that

all is but a point to what remains.” — Jonathan Edwards

9. We must replace the idolatry of and
in this world with hope and confidence in the

world to come.

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 1o those who are elect exiles of

the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and

Bithynia, according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in

the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for
sprinkling with his blood: May grace and peace be multiplied to
you. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to
an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in
heaven_for you, who by God's power are being guarded through faith
for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice,
though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved

by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more
precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be
Jound to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus
Christ. Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you

do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is
inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your
[aith, the salvation of your souls. Concerning this salvation, the

prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be yours

-84 -



searched and inquired carefully, inquiring what person or time the
Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the
sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. It was revealed to them
that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things that have
now been announced to you through those who preached the good
news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which
angels long to look. (1 Peter 1:1-12)

* Look e
o At the God who called your name before the world even began.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,
even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that

we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined us
for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the
purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he
has blessed us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his
grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making
known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he
set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things
in him, things in heaven and things on earth. (Ephesians 1:3-10)

o At the people in history who have given their lives serving you.
o At the King who conquered sin and death for you.

* Look

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined
according to the purpose of him who works all things according to

the counsel of his will, so that we who were the first to hope in Christ
might be to the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you heard
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him,
were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our
inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.
(Ephesians 1:11-14)
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o To the inheritance that is guaranteed for you.
o To the glory that will be given to you.

The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne,
as I also conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne.
(Revelation 3:21)

* Look
o At the angels who marvel at God’s salvation of you.
o At all the people from history who are cheering you on.

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let
us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let
us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus,
the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the
right hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:1-2)

o At the God who will guard and guide you all the way to the end.

Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present
you blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, to the only
God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty,
dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.
(Jude 24-25)

* When God is your goal, then suffering becomes a

Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ,

so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear

of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind
striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, and not frightened
in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of
their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. For
it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should
not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, engaged in the
same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.
(Philippians 1:27-30)
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* When God is your goal, then dying becomes

- .. for I know that through your prayers and the help of the
Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, as it is
my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed,
but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored
in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me to live is
Christ, and to die is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means
Sfruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. I am
hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with
Christ, for that is far better. (Philippians 1:19-23)

* God has taken the worst thing that could happen to you,
and he has made it the thing that could
happen to you.

Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we
shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,
at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead
will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. For
this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this
mortal body must put on immortality. When the perishable
puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality,
then shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is
swallowed up in victory.” “O death, where is your victory?

O death, where is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and
the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my
beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor
is not in vain. (1 Corinthians 15:51-58)
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Bl ONE FINAL CHARGE Il

To be a disciple of Jesus is to let his ultimate purpose in the world
everything you think, desire, and do.

And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”
(Matthew 4:19)

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am
with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)

* In your life.
But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if
only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the

Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. (Acts 20:24)

* Inyour

Let not the foreigner who has joined himself to the LORD say, “The
LORD will surely separate me from his people”: and let not the
eunuch say, “Behold, I am a dry tree.” For thus says the LORD: “To
the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths, who choose the things that please
me and hold fast my covenant, I will give in my house and within
my walls a monument and a name better than sons and daughters;

1 will give them an everlasting name that shall not be cut off.”
(Isaiah 56:3-5)

The disciples said to him, “If such is the case of a man with his wife, it
is better not to marry.” But he said to them, “Not everyone can receive
this saying, but only those to whom it is given. For there are eunuchs
who have been so from birth, and there are eunuchs who have been
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made eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs who have made
themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Let the
one who is able to receive this receive it.” (Matthew 19:10-12)

10 the unmarried and the widows I say that it is good for them to

remain single, as I am. (1 Corinthians 7:8)
o Singleness exists to illustrate our eternal hope.

For your Maker is your husband, the LORD of hosts is his name; and
the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer, the God of the whole earth he
is called. (Isaiah 54:5)

This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very
short. From now on, let those who have wives live as though they had
none, and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and
those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy
as though they had no goods, and those who deal with the world as
though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world
is passing away. (1 Corinthians 7:29-31)

o Singleness exists to spread an eternal heritage.

“Being single has meant that I am free to take risks that I might
not take were I a mother of a family dependent on me. Being
single has given me freedom to move around the world without
having to pack up a household first. And this freedom has brought
to me moments that I would not trade for anything else this side
of eternity.” — Rhena Taylor

* In your dating.

Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership
has righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with
darkness? What accord has Christ with Belial? Or what portion does a
believer share with an unbeliever? What agreement has the temple of
God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; as God said,
“I will make my dwelling among them and walk among them, and I
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will be their God, and they shall be my people. Therefore go out from
their midst, and be separate from them, says the Lord, and touch no
unclean thing then I will welcome you, and I will be a father to you,
and you shall be sons and daughters to me, says the Lord Almighty.”
Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from
every defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in
the fear of God. (2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1)

* In your

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband
is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his
body, and is himself its Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ,
so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands. Husbands,
love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for
her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of
water with the word, so that he might present the church to himself in
splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be
holy and without blemish. In the same way husbands should love their
wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. For no
one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as
Christ does the church, because we are members of his body. “Iherefore
a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and
the two shall become one flesh.” This mystery is profound, and I am
saying that it refers to Christ and the church. However, let each one
of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her
husband. (Ephesians 5:22-33)

o Marriage exists to illustrate the gospel to the world.
o Marriage exists to spread the gospel in the world.

Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus.
He was an eloquent man, competent in the Scriptures. He had been
instructed in the way of the Lord. And being fervent in spirit, he spoke
and taught accurately the things concerning Jesus, though he knew
only the baptism of John. He began to speak boldly in the synagogue,
but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and
explained to him the way of God more accurately. And when he
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wished to cross to Achaia, the brothers encouraged him and wrote to
the disciples to welcome him. When he arrived, he greatly helped those
who through grace had believed, for he powerfully refuted the Jews in
public, showing by the Scriptures that the Christ was Jesus.

(Acts 18:24-28)

Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, who
risked their necks for my life, to whom not only I give thanks but all
the churches of the Gentiles give thanks as well. (Romans 16:3—4)

* In your parenting.

1 am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells
in you as well. (2 Timothy 1:5)

o The goal of biblical parenting is NOT to help children . . .
* Get a great education.
* Be a great athlete.
* Go on great dates.
= Have a great career.
* Make great money.

o The goal of biblical parenting is to help your children . . .

* Love a great

But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees,
they gathered together. And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a
question to test him. “Teacher, which is the great commandment
in the Law?” And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord

your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with

all your mind. This is the great and first commandment.”
(Matthew 22:34-38)

* Accomplish a Great

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all
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nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of
the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)

* In your church.

Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers,
Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen
a lifelong friend of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. While they were
worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for
me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.”
Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent
them off (Acts 13:1-3)

* In your studies.

* In your

Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men,
knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inberitance as your
reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. (Colossians 3:23—24)

* In your retirement.

* In your plans.

* In your dreams.

* In the way you use your

Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise,
making the best use of the time, because the days are evil. Therefore
do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.
(Ephesians 5:15-17)

Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time.
(Colossians 4:5)

* In the way you use your money.
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Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where
thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there

your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:19-21)
* In the way you steward your gifts.

But the one who did not know, and did what deserved a beating, will
receive a light beating. Everyone to whom much was given, of him
much will be required, and from him to whom they entrusted much,
they will demand the more. (Luke 12:48)

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good
stewards of God's varied grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks
oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that
God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified
through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and
ever. Amen. (1 Peter 4:10-11)

* In the way you steward of God’s grace for all of God’s glory
among all of the nations.

So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of
God. (1 Corinthians 10:31)

HE TWO SPIRITUAL N
I REALITIES I

1. We are involved in a spiritual war, and our enemy is formidable.
* We are involved in a spiritual

Once when the king of Syria was warring against Israel, he took
counsel with his servants, saying, ‘At such and such a place shall be
my camp.” But the man of God sent word to the king of Israel,
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“Beware that you do not pass this place, for the Syrians are going
down there.” And the king of Israel sent to the place about which the
man of God told him. Thus he used to warn him, so that he saved
himself there more than once or twice. And the mind of the king of
Syria was greatly troubled because of this thing, and he called his
servants and said to them, “Will you not show me who of us is for

the king of Israel?” And one of his servants said, “None, my lord, O
king; but Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel
the words that you speak in your bedroom.” And he said, “Go and

see where he is, that [ may send and seize him.” It was told him,
“Behold, he is in Dothan.” So he sent there horses and chariots and

a great army, and they came by night and surrounded the city. When
the servant of the man of God rose early in the morning and went out,
behold, an army with horses and chariots was all around the city. And
the servant said, “Alas, my master! What shall we do?” He said, “Do
not be afraid, for those who are with us are more than those who are
with them.” Then Elisha prayed and said, “O LORD, please open his
eyes that he may see.” So the LORD opened the eyes of the young man,
and he saw, and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots
of fire all around Elisha. And when the Syrians came down against
him, Elisha prayed to the LORD and said, “Please strike this people
with blindness.” So he struck them with blindness in accordance with
the prayer of Elisha. And Elisha said to them, “This is not the way,
and this is not the city. Follow me, and I will bring you to the man
whom you seck.” And he led them to Samaria. (2 Kings 6:8-19)

Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against
the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood,
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic
powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in
the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that
you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, ro
stand firm. (Ephesians 6:11-13)

“I do not think you will have much difficulty in keeping the
patient in the dark. The fact that ‘devils’ are predominantly comic
figures in the modern imagination will help you. If any faint
suspicion of your existence begins to arise in his mind, suggest to
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him a picture of something in red tights, and persuade him that
since he cannot believe in that . . . he therefore cannot believe in
you.” — C.S. Lewis, The Screwtape Letters

* Our enemy is

Anyone whom you forgive, I also forgive. Indeed, what I have forgiven,
if I have forgiven anything, has been for your sake in the presence of
Christ, so that we would not be outwitted by Satan; for we are not
ignorant of his designs. (2 Corinthians 2:10-11)

o He is a serpent looking to deceive.

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that
the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually
say, You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” And the woman said
to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but
God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst
of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.”” But the serpent
said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that
when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree
was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and
she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. Then
the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked.

And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.
(Genesis 3:1-7)

o He is a lion looking to devour.

Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around
like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. (1 Peter 5:8)

o He is Satan—the adversary.

Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves
before the LORD, and Satan also came among them. The LORD said
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to Satan, “From where have you come?” Satan answered the LORD
and said, “From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up
and down on it.” (Job 1:6=7)

... because we wanted to come to you—I, Paul, again and again—
but Satan hindered us. (1 Thessalonians 2:18)

o He is the devil—the

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted
by the devil. (Matthew 4:1)

o He is the evil one.

We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power
of the evil one. (1 John 5:19)

o He is the tempter.
For this reason, when I could bear it no longer, I sent to learn about
your faith, for fear that somehow the tempter had tempted you and
our labor would be in vain. (1 Thessalonians 3:5)

o He is the prince of this world.

Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be
cast out. (John 12:31)

o He is the accuser.
And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and
the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ
have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who

accuses them day and night before our God. . . .” (Revelation 12:10)

o He does not want the to come.
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o He is actively working to divert and

And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the

whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.

(Matthew 24:14)

And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surround-
ed the camp of the saints and the beloved city, but fire came down
[from heaven and consumed them, and the devil who had deceived
them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and
the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night
forever and ever. (Revelation 20:9—10)

God’s people.

They have tails and stings like scorpions, and their power to hurt
people for frve months is in their tails. They have as king over them the
angel of the bottomless pit. His name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in
Greek he is called Apollyon. (Revelation 9:10-11)

o He is actively working to deceive and

o He is actively working to disparage and

all peoples.

In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the
unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the
glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For what we proclaim is not
ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for
Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Jesus Christ. (2 Corinthians 4:4—6)

God’s glory.

How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son of Dawn! How you
are cut down to the ground, you who laid the nations low! You said
in your heart, “l will ascend to heaven; above the stars of God I will
set my throne on high; I will sit on the mount of assembly in the far
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reaches of the north; I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; 1
will make myself like the Most High.” But you are brought down to
Sheol, to the far reaches of the pit. (Isaiah 14:12-15)

2. The outcome of this spiritual war is inevitable, and our ally is
indomitable.

* The of this spiritual war is inevitable.

T will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your
offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall
bruise his heel. (Genesis 3:15)

And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and
the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ
have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who
accuses them day and night before our God. And they have conquered
him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for
they loved not their lives even unto death. Therefore, rejoice, O heavens
and you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the
devil has come down to you in great wrath, because he knows that his
time is short!” (Revelation 12:10—12)

* Our is indomitable.

Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up
your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up,
fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” Behold, the
Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his
reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will tend his
Sflock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will
carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.
Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand and marked
off the heavens with a span, enclosed the dust of the earth in a
measure and weighed the mountains in scales and the hills in a bal-
ance? Who has measured the Spirit of the LORD, or what man shows
him his counsel? Whom did he consult, and who made him
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understand? Who taught him the path of justice, and taught him
knowledge, and showed him the way of understanding? Behold, the
nations are like a drop from a bucket, and are accounted as the dust
on the scales; behold, he takes up the coastlands like fine dust. Lebanon
would not suffice for fuel, nor are its beasts enough for a burnt offering.
All the nations are as nothing before him, they are accounted by him
as less than nothing and emptiness. (Isaiah 40:9—17)

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be
against us? (Romans 8:31)

... And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.
(Matthew 28:20)

10 them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are
the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope
of glory. Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone
with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ.

For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works
within me. (Colossians 1:27-29)

Bl THREE PRACTICAL N
I STEPS I

Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are
few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers
into his harvest.” (Matthew 9:37-38)

* Pray confidently.
o Our prayers affect the way God acts in the world.

And the LORD said to Moses, “Go down, for your people, whom you
brought up out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves. They
have turned aside quickly out of the way that I commanded them.

-102 -



They have macde for themselves a golden calf and have worshiped

it and sacrificed to it and said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who
brought you up out of the land of Egypt!”” And the LORD said to
Moses, “I have seen this people, and behold, it is a stiff-necked people.
Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may burn hot against them
and I may consume them, in order that I may make a great nation of
you.” But Moses implored the LORD his God and said, “O LORD,
why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you have
brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty
hand? Why should the Egyptians say, ‘With evil intent did he bring
them out, to kill them in the mountains and to consume them from
the face of the earth? Turn from your burning anger and relent from
this disaster against your people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and
Israel, your servants, to whom you swore by your own self, and said to
them, T will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven, and all this
land that I have promised I will give to your offspring, and they shall
inberit it forever.”” And the LORD relented from the disaster that he
had spoken of bringing on his people. (Exodus 32:7-14)

o Our prayers the course of history in the world.

All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together
with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.
(Acts 1:14)

When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place.
And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. And
divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of
them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak
in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. (Acts 2:1—4)

And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the
Jellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. (Acts 2:42)

... praising God and having favor with all the people. And the
Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.
(Acts 2:47)
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Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer,
the ninth hour. (Acts 3:1)

But many of those who had heard the word believed, and the number
of the men came to about five thousand. (Acts 4:4)

And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to
continue to speak your word with all boldness, while you stretch out
your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the
name of your holy servant Jesus.” And when they had prayed, the place
in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all
filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God
with boldness. (Acts 4:29-31)

Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people
by the hands of the apostles. And they were all together in Solomon’s
Portico. None of the rest dared join them, but the people held them
in high esteem. And more than ever believers were added to the Lord,
multitudes of both men and women, so that they even carried out the
sick into the streets and laid them on cots and mats, that as Peter
came by at least his shadow might fall on some of them. The people
also gathered from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick
and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all healed.
(Acts 5:12-16)

Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good
repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint o this
duty. But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the
word. (Acts 6:3—4)

And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the
disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the
priests became obedient to the faith. (Acts 6:7)

And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive
my spirit.” And falling to his knees he cried our with a loud voice,
“Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this,
he fell asleep. (Acts 7:59—60)
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And Saul approved of his execution. And there arose on that day a
great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all
scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the
apostles. Devout men buried Stephen and made great lamentation
over him. But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after
house, he dragged off men and women and committed them to prison.
Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word.

(Acts 8:1-4)

But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this
man, how much evil he has done to your saints at Jerusalem.”

(Acts 9:13)

And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he
regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized. . . . (Acts 9:18)

The next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the
city, Peter went up on the housetop about the sixth hour to pray.
(Acts 10:9)

“Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” And he commanded them
to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to
remain _for some days. (Acts 10:47-48)

So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to

God by the church. (Acts 12:5)
But the word of God increased and multiplied. (Acts 12:24)

Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers,
Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen
a lifelong friend of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. While they were
worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for
me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.”
Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent
them off. So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to
Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus. (Acts 13:1-4)
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About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to
God, and the prisoners were listening to them. . . . (Acts 16:25)

And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their

wounds; and he was baptized at once, he and all his family.
(Acts 16:33)

® Pray

In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can
extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; and take the helmet
of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God,
praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. 1o
that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all
the saints, and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening
my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, for which I am
an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to
speak. (Ephesians 6:16-20)

* Pray sympathetically.

And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in
their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and
healing every disease and every affliction. When he saw the crowds,
he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless,
like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to bis disciples, “The
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly
to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”
(Matthew 9:35-38)

* Pray continually.

Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the
LORD by ceasing to pray for you, and I will instruct you in the good
and the right way. (1 Samuel 12:23)

‘ ... pray without ceasing. . . . (1 Thessalonians 5:17)
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* Pray

And another angel came and stood at the altar with a golden censer,
and he was given much incense to offer with the prayers of all the
saints on the golden altar before the throne, and the smoke of the
incense, with the prayers of the saints, rose before God from the hand
of the angel. Then the angel took the censer and filled it with fire
[from the altar and threw it on the earth, and there were peals of
thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning, and an earthquake.
(Revelation 8:3-5)

Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where
thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there

your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:19-21)

* Give wisely.

For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants
and entrusted to them his property. To one he gave five talents, to
another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he
went away. He who had received the five talents went at once and
traded with them, and he made five talents more. So also he who had
the two talents made two talents more. But he who had received the
one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money.
Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled
accounts with them. And he who had received the five talents came
Jforward, bringing five talents more, saying, “Master, you delivered to
me frve talents; here, I have made five talents more.” His master said
to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful
over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your
master.” And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying,
“Master, you delivered to me two talents; here, I have made two
talents more.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful
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servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much.
Enter into the joy of your master.” He also who had received the one
talent came forward, saying, “Master, I knew you to be a hard man,
reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no
seed, so [ was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground.
Here, you have what is yours.” But his master answered him, “You
wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not
sown and gather where I scattered no seed? Then you ought to have
invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have
received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him
and give it to him who has the ten talents. For to everyone who has
will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the
one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. And cast the
worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.” (Matthew 25:14-30)

o Prioritize
o QOvercome

o Support indigenous Christians in places of urgent spiritual and
physical need.

o Support expatriate missionaries in places of urgent spiritual and
physical need.

o Fuel clear gospel
o Foster healthy formation.
o Further the Great Commission.

* Give willingly and

We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been
given among the churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction,
their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in
a wealth of generosity on their part. For they gave according to their
means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord,
begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the
saints—and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first

to the Lord and then by the will of God to us. Accordingly, we urged
Titus that as he had started, so he should complete among you this
act of grace. But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in
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knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you—see that you
excel in this act of grace also. I say this not as a command, but to
prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. For
you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich,
yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might
become rich. (2 Corinthians 8:1-9)

o Are you giving less than your ability, according to your ability, or
beyond your ability for the spread of the gospel among all nations?

Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering
box, and he saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins. And he
said, “Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of
them. For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of
her poverty put in all she had to live on.” (Luke 21:1-4)

“I do not believe one can settle how much we ought to give. I am
afraid the only safe rule is to give more than we can spare. In other
words, if our expenditure on comforts, luxuries, amusements, etc.,
is up to the standard common among those with the same income
as our own, we are probably giving away too little. If our charities
do not at all pinch or hamper us, I should say they are too small.
There ought to be things we should like to do and cannot do
because our charitable expenditure excludes them.” — C.S. Lewis

o What would happen if we stopped asking how much we
can and started asking how much it will
?

* Give generously and cheerfully.

The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and
whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give
as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound
1o you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you

may abound in every good work. As it is written, “He has distributed
[reely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.” He
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who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply

and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your
righteousness. You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every
way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God. For the
ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints but
is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. By their approval
of this service, they will glorify God because of your submission that
comes from your confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity
of your contribution for them and for all others, while they long for
you and pray for you, because of the surpassing grace of God upon you.
Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift! (2 Corinthians 9:6-15)

o Generous giving leads to greater glory for God.
o Generous giving leads to greater for us.

[ rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived
your concern _for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you

had no opportunity. Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I
have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. I know how

to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every
circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger,
abundance and need. I can do all things through him who strengthens
me. Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. And you Philippians
yourselves know that in the beginning of the gospel, when I left
Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in giving and
receiving, except you only. Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for
my needs once and again. Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit
that increases to your credit. I have received full payment, and more.
1 am well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you
sent, a _fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing ro God.
And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in
glory in Christ Jesus. 1o our God and Father be glory forever and ever.
Amen. (Philippians 4:10-20)

* Asan individual or a family.

There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were
owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what
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was sold and laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to

each as any had need. Thus Joseph, who was also called by the apostles
Barnabas (which means son of encouragement), a Levite, a native of
Cyprus, sold a field that belonged to him and brought the money and
laid it at the apostles’ feet. (Acts 4:34-37)

¢ As a church.

Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch.
And one of them named Agabus stood up and foretold by the Spirit that
there would be a great famine over all the world (this took place in
the days of Claudius). So the disciples determined, every one according
to his ability, to send relief to the brothers living in Judea. And they
did so, sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.
(Acts 11:27-30)

* In cooperation with other

For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make some
contribution for the poor among the saints at Jerusalem. For they were
pleased to do it, and indeed they owe it to them. For if the Gentiles
have come to share in their spiritual blessings, they ought also to be of
service to them in material blessings. (Romans 15:26-27)

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am
with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)

* Right where you
Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, who
risked their necks for my life, to whom not only I give thanks but all

the churches of the Gentiles give thanks as well. Greet also the church
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in their house. Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who was the first convert
to Christ in Asia. Greet Mary, who has worked hard for you. Greet
Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen and my fellow prisoners. They are
well known to the apostles, and they were in Christ before me. Greet
Ampliatus, my beloved in the Lord. Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker
in Christ, and my beloved Stachys. Greet Apelles, who is approved in
Christ. Greet those who belong to the family of Aristobulus. Greet my
kinsman Herodion. Greet those in the Lord who belong to the family
of Narcissus. Greet those workers in the Lord, Tryphaena and Tryphosa.
Greet the beloved Persis, who has worked hard in the Lord. Greet
Rufus, chosen in the Lovd; also his mother, who has been a mother to
me as well. Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas,
and the brothers who are with them. Greet Philologus, Julia, Nereus
and bis sister, and Olympas, and all the saints who are with them.
(Romans 16:3-15)

o In every sector of society.
o In every domain of life.
o Make disciples among the neighbors right around you.

Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer,
the ninth hour. And a man lame from birth was being carried, whom
they laid daily at the gate of the temple that is called the Beautiful
Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple. Seeing Peter and John
about to go into the temple, he asked to receive alms. And Peter
directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, “Look at us.” And

he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something from
them. But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have
1 give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and
walk!” And he took him by the right hand and raised him up, and
immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. And leaping up,
he stood and began to walk, and entered the temple with them,
walking and leaping and praising God. And all the people saw him
walking and praising God, and recognized him as the one who sat

at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking for alms. And they were
filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.
(Acts 3:1-10)
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o Make disciples the nations right around you.

Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every
nation under heaven. And at this sound the multitude came together,
and they were bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak
in his own language. And they were amazed and astonished, saying,
Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we
hear, each of us in his own native language? Parthians and Medes
and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia,
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and
proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—uwe hear them telling in our own

tongues the mighty works of God.” (Acts 2:5-11)

Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose
over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch,
speaking the word to no one except Jews. But there were some of them,
men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the
Hellenists also, preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the Lord
was with them, and a great number who believed turned to the Lord.
(Acts 11:19-21)

o Make disciples the nations right around you.

Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers,
Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen
a lifelong friend of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. While they were
worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for
me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.”
Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent
them off. (Acts 13:1-3)

* Wherever God may

Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the
south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a
desert place. And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a
eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was
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in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and
was returning, seated in bis chariot, and he was reading the prophet
[saiah. And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.”
So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and
asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” And he said,

“How can 1, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come
up and sit with him. Now the passage of the Scripture that he was
reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a
lamb before its shearer is silent, so he opens not his mouth. In his
humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.” And the eunuch said to
Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about
himself or about someone else?” Then Philip opened his mouth, and
beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus.
And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and
the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being
baptized?” And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both
went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized
him. And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord
carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went

on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he
passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to
Cuaesarea. (Acts 8:26—40)

So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and
[from there they sailed to Cyprus. (Acts 13:4)

o Two Options:

But now, since I no longer have any room for work in these regions,
and since I have longed for many years to come to you, I hope to
see you in passing as I go to Spain, and to be helped on my journey
there by you, once I have enjoyed your company for a while.
(Romans 15:23-24)

= Areyoua 4

= Areyoua ?
* Both require sacrificial resolve.
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1 thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every
prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, because of
your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. And I
am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring
it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to feel
this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are
all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in
the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness,
how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. And it

is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with
knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve what is
excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled
with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to
the glory and praise of God. (Philippians 1:3—11)

the reached to the unreached.

- .. but Paul chose Silas and departed, having been commended by
the brothers to the grace of the Lord. And he went through Syria and
Cilicia, strengthening the churches. (Acts 15:40-41)

And they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having
been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. And
when they had come up to Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia,
but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them. So, passing by Mysia, they
went down to Troas. And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a
man of Macedonia was standing there, urging him and saying, “Come
over to Macedonia and help us.” And when Paul had seen the vision,
immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, concluding that God
had called us to preach the gospel to them. (Acts 16:6-10)

the reached to the unreached.

Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. A disciple was there, named
Timothy, the son of a_Jewish woman who was a believer, but his
Jather was a Greek. He was well spoken of by the brothers at Lystra
and Iconium. Paul wanted Timothy to accompany him, and he
took him and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in those
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places, for they all knew that his father was a Greek. As they went on
their way through the cities, they delivered to them for observance the
decisions that had been reached by the apostles and elders who were
in _Jerusalem. So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and they
increased in numbers daily. (Acts 16:1-5)

-Term (1-2 weeks)

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on
ahead of him, two by two, into every town and place where he himself
was about to go. And he said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but
the laborers are few. Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest
to send out laborers into his harvest. Go your way; behold, I am
sending you out as lambs in the midst of wolves. Carry no moneybag,
no knapsack, no sandals, and greet no one on the road. Whatever
house you enter, first say, ‘Peace be to this house!” And if a son of peace
is there, your peace will rest upon him. But if not, it will return to
you. And remain in the same house, eating and drinking what they
provide, for the laborer deserves his wages. Do not go from house to
house. Whenever you enter a town and they receive you, eat what is set
before you. Heal the sick in it and say to them, “The kingdom of God
has come near to you.” But whenever you enter a town and they do not
receive you, go into its streets and say, ‘Even the dust of your town that
clings to our feet we wipe off against you. Nevertheless know this, that
the kingdom of God has come near.” I tell you, it will be more bearable
on that day for Sodom than for that town. Woe to you, Chorazin!

Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in you had been
done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting

in sackcloth and ashes. But it will be more bearable in the judgment
for Tyre and Sidon than for you. And you, Capernaum, will you be
exalted to heaven? You shall be brought down to Hades. The one who
hears you hears me, and the one who rejects you rejects me, and the
one who rejects me rejects him who sent me.” The seventy-two returned
with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your
name!” And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from
heaven. Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt
you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to
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you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” In that same
hour he rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I thank you, Father,
Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from

the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; yes,
Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed
over to me by my Father, and no one knows who the Son is except

the Father, or who the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom
the Son chooses to reveal him.” Then turning to the disciples he said
privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see! For I tell you that
many prophets and kings desired to see what you see, and did not see
it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.” (Luke 10:1-24)

o Mid-Term (1 month-2 years)

And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, “Do not be afraid,
but go on speaking and do not be silent, for I am with you, and no

one will attack you to harm you, for I have many in this city who are
my people.” And he stayed a year and six months, teaching the word of
God among them. (Acts 18:9-11)

o -Term (More than 2 years)
= As your vocation.

1 rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived
your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you
had no opportunity. Not that I am speaking of being in need, for
1 have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. I know
how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and
every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and
hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through him who
strengthens me. Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. And you
Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of the gospel,
when I left Macedonia, no church entered into partmership with
me in giving and receiving, except you only. Even in Thessalonica
you sent me help for my needs once and again. Not that I seek

the gift, but I seek the fruit that increases to your credit. I have
received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having
received from Epaphroditus the gifis you sent, a fragrant offering,
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a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. And my God will
supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ
Jesus. 1o our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen.
(Philippians 4:10-20)

your vocation.

After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. And he found a
Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, recently come from Italy
with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all

the Jews to leave Rome. And he went to see them, and because he
was of the same trade he stayed with them and worked, for they
were tentmakers by trade. And he reasoned in the synagogue every
Sabbath, and tried to persuade Jews and Greeks. (Acts 18:1-4)

o Think creatively!

among the unreached.
* Studying among the unreached.

* Working among the unreached.
* Retiring among the unreached.

= Consider the avenues God has created for us to go
to the unreached!

B FOUR BIBLICAL N
HN GUARANTEES N

1. God has power to save.

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make bis face to shine upon us,
that your way may be known on earth, your saving power among all nations.
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you! Let the nations
be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and guide the
nations upon earth. Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples
praise you! (Psalm 67:1-5)

* God is able to save.
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Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, or his
ear dull, that it cannot hear. . . . (Isaiah 59:1)

* God is willing to save.

This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who
desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the
truth. (1 Timothy 2:3-4)

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but
is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all
should reach repentance. (2 Peter 3:9)

* God save.

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could
number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white
robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud

voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to
the Lamb!” (Revelation 7:9—10)

2. The gospel has power to

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation
to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the
righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The
righteous shall live by faith.” (Romans 1:16-17)

* The gospel has power to transform the , most difficult,

most dangerous person or people group to reach in the world.

But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples

of the Lord, went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the
synagogues atr Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way,
men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he

went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from
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heaven shone around him. And falling to the ground, he heard a
voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” And
he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you
are persecuting. But rise and enter the city, and you will be told what
you are to do.” The men who were traveling with him stood speechless,
hearing the voice but seeing no one. Saul rose from the ground, and
although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by
the hand and brought him into Damascus. And for three days he was
without sight, and neither ate nor drank. (Acts 9:1-9)

o Any person . . .

1 thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because
he judged me faithful, appointing me to his service, though formerly
[ was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I received
mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of
our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ
Jesus. The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceprance,

that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am
the foremost. But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the
Jforemost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example
to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. To the King of the
ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever
and ever. Amen. (1 Timothy 1:12-17)

o Every people group . . .

And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll
and. to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you
ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people
and nation, and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our
God, and they shall reign on the earth.” (Revelation 5:9-10)

* Nothing can stop the of God when it’s being
proclaimed by the people of God.

So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added
that day about three thousand souls. (Acts 2:41)
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But many of those who had heard the word believed, and the number
of the men came to about five thousand. (Acts 4:4)

And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to
continue to speak your word with all boldness, while you stretch out
your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the
name of your holy servant Jesus.” And when they had prayed, the place
in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all
filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God
with boldness. (Acts 4:29-31)

And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said,
“It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God

to serve tables. Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven
men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will
appoint to this duty. But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the
ministry of the word.” (Acts 6:2—4)

And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the
disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the
priests became obedient to the faith. (Acts 6:7)

Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word.

(Acts 8:4)

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received
the word of God, they sent to them Peter and John. . . . (Acts 8:14)

Now when they had testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they
returned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel to many villages of the

Samaritans. (Acts 8:25)

While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all
who heard the word. (Acts 10:44)

Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard
that the Gentiles also had received the word of God. (Acts 11:1)
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Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose
over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch,
speaking the word to no one except Jews. (Acts 11:19)

But the word of God increased and multiplied. (Acts 12:24)

When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God
in the synagogues of the Jews. And they had John to assist them.
(Acts 13:5)

He was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of intelligence, who
summoned Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the word of God.
(Acts 13:7)

The next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of
the Lord. But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with
Jealousy and began to contradict what was spoken by Paul, reviling
him. And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “It was
necessary that the word of God be spoken first to you. Since you thrust
it aside and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are
turning to the Gentiles. For so the Lord has commanded us, saying, T
have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation
to the ends of the earth.”” And when the Gentiles heard this, they
began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, and as many as
were appointed to eternal life believed. And the word of the Lord was
spreading throughout the whole region. (Acts 13:44-49)

And when they had spoken the word in Perga, they went down to
Attalia. . .. (Acts 14:25)

But Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, teaching and preaching
the word of the Lord, with many others also. And after some days Paul
said to Barnabas, “Let us return and visit the brothers in every city
where we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they are.”
(Acts 15:35-36)

And they spoke the word of the Lovd to him and to all who were in his
house. (Acts 16:32)
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Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they
received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to
see if these things were so. (Acts 17:11)

When Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul was occupied
with the word, testifying to the Jews that the Christ was Jesus.
(Acts 18:5)

And he stayed a year and six months, teaching the word of God
among them. (Acts 18:11)

This continued for two years, so that all the residents of Asia heard the
word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks. (Acts 19:10)

So the word of the Lord continued to increase and prevail mightily.
(Acts 19:20)

3. The church has power to the world.

Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia,

they came to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews.
And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three Sabbath days he
reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and proving that
it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, and
saying, “This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ.” And some
of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a great many
of the devout Greeks and not a few of the leading women. But the Jews
were jealous, and taking some wicked men of the rabble, they formed a
mob, set the city in an uproar, and attacked the house of Jason, seeking
to bring them out to the crowd. And when they could not find them,
they dragged Jason and some of the brothers before the city authorities,
shouting, “These men who have turned the world upside down have
come here also, and Jason has received them, and they are all acting
against the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, Jesus.”
And the people and the city authorities were disturbed when they
heard these things. And when they had taken money as security from
Jason and the rest, they let them go. (Acts 17:1-9)
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For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, because
our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the
Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know what kind of men we
proved to be among you for your sake. And you became imitators of
us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with
the joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the
believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For not only has the word of
the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your
[Jaith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say
anything. For they themselves report concerning us the kind of
reception we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols
to serve the living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven,
whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath
to come. (1 Thessalonians 1:4—10)

* Churches are of God’s kingdom designed by
God for the good of people and the glory of his name.

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked
his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they
said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah
or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I
am?” Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah!
For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is
in heaven. And 1 tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build
my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. I will give
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on
earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall
be loosed in heaven.” Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no
one that he was the Christ. (Matthew 16:13-20)

You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall

its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be
thrown out and trampled under peoples feet. You are the light of the
world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a
lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to
all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so
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that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who
is in heaven. (Matthew 5:13—16)

* The greatest need in any nation is (not American or any

other type of) churches.

And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the
Sellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came
upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through
the apostles. And all who believed were together and had all things in
common. And they were selling their possessions and belongings and
distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day,
attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they
received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and
having favor with all the people. And the Lord added ro their number
day by day those who were being saved. (Acts 2:42—47)

o Practicing biblical evangelism.

“Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has
made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” Now
when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and
the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” And Peter said
to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children
and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to
himself.” And with many other words he bore witness and continued
to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.”
So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added
that day about three thousand souls. (Acts 2:36—41)

o Doing biblical discipleship.

You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ
Jesus, and what you have heard from me in the presence of many
witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also.
(2 Timothy 2:1-2)
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o Submitting to biblical and preaching.

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly
believed, knowing from whom you learned it and how from childhood
you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to
make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture
is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God
may be complete, equipped for every good work. I charge you in the
presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and

the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be
ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with
complete patience and teaching. For the time is coming when people
will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will
turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. As
Jfor you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an
evangelist, fulfill your ministry. (2 Timothy 3:14—4:5)

o Devoting themselves to biblical

Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a
complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their
widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. And the rwelve
summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right
that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables.
Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good
repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to
this duty. But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry
of the word.” And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and
they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and
Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas,
and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. These they set before the apostles,
and they prayed and laid their hands on them. And the word of God
continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied

greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient
to the faith. (Acts 6:1-7)
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o Honoring biblical leadership.

The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer,

he desires a noble task. Therefore an overseer must be above reproach,
the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable,
hospitable, able to teach, not a drunkard, not violent but gentle,

not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his own
household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, for
if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how
will he care for God's church? He must not be a recent convert, or he
may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation
of the devil. Moreover, he must be well thought of by outsiders, so
that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil. Deacons
likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to much
wine, not greedy for dishonest gain. They must hold the mystery of the
Jaith with a clear conscience. And let them also be tested first; then let
them serve as deacons if they prove themselves blameless. Their wives
likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful
in all things. Let deacons each be the husband of one wife, managing
their children and their own households well. For those who serve
well as deacons gain a good standing for themselves and also great
confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus. (1 Timothy 3:1-13)

o Valuing biblical membership.

The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the
head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” On the contrary, the parts of
the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and on those parts
of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor,
and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, which
our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed
the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, that there
may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the
same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together; if
one member is honored, all rejoice together. Now you are the body of
Christ and individually members of it. (1 Corinthians 12:21-27)

o Enjoying biblical fellowship.
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For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think
of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with
sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God

has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and the
members do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are
one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. Having
gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if
prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one
who teaches, in his teaching the one who exhorts, in his exhortation;
the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal;
the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. Let love be genuine.
Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another with
brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not be
slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be
patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs
of the saints and seck to show hospitality. (Romans 12:3—13)

o Carrying out biblical accountability and discipline.

If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you
and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. But
if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every
charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If
he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses ro
listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax
collector. Truly, 1 say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven. Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about
anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven.
For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among

them. (Matthew 18:15-20)

o Gathering for biblical

And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled
with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your
heart, giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in
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the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting to one another out of
reverence for Christ. (Ephesians 5:18-21)

o Celebrating biblical ordinances.

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by
him. John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized
by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be
so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then

he consented. And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up
[from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on
him; and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son,
with whom I am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:13-17)

Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke
it and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.”
And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to
them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.

1 tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that
day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”
(Matthew 26:26-29)

o Promoting biblical giving.

Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the churches
of Galatia, so you also are to do. On the first day of every week, each
of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so
that there will be no collecting when I come. And when I arrive, I will
send those whom you accredit by letter to carry your gift to Jerusalem.
If it seems advisable that I should go also, they will accompany me.

(1 Corinthians 16:1-4)

o Engaging in biblical

Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers,
Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen
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a lifelong friend of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. While they were
worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for
me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.”

Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent
them off. (Acts 13:1-3)

* The church being who God has called the church to be and doing what
God has called the church to do is the !

o To rectifying the Great Imbalance.
o To accomplishing the Great Commission.

4. In the face of opposition, this commission will one day be
accomplished, and this world will one day be new.

For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the
LORD as the waters cover the sea. (Habakkuk 2:14)

* In the face of opposition . . .
But I will stay in Ephesus until Pentecost, for a wide door for
effective work has opened to me, and there are many adversaries.

(1 Corinthians 16:8-9)

o From the church.

Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and
you will be hated by all nations for my names sake. And then many
will fall away and betray one another and hate one another. And many
Jalse prophets will arise and lead many astray. And because lawlessness
will be increased, the love of many will grow cold. But the one who
endures to the end will be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will be
proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations,
and then the end will come. (Matthew 24:9—14)

And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain
of the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, greatly annoyed
because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the
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resurrection from the dead. And they arrested them and put them in
custody until the next day, for it was already evening. But many of
those who had heard the word believed, and the number of the men
came to about five thousand. (Acts 4:1-4)

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon

you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you.
(1 Peter 4:12)

“Matthew suffered martyrdom by being slain with a sword at a
distant city of Ethiopia. Mark expired at Alexandria, after being
cruelly dragged through the streets of that city. Luke was hanged
upon an olive tree in the classic land of Greece. John was put in a
cauldron of boiling oil, but escaped death in a miraculous manner,
and was afterward banished to Patmos. Peter was crucified at Rome
with his head downward. James, the Greater, was beheaded at
Jerusalem. James, the Less, was thrown from a lofty pinnacle of the
temple, and then beaten to death with a fuller’s club. Bartholomew
was flayed alive. Andrew was bound to a cross, whence he preached
to his persecutors until he died. Thomas was run through the body
with a lance at Coromandel in the East Indies. Jude was shot to
death with arrows. Matthias was first stoned and then beheaded.
Barnabas of the Gentiles was stoned to death at Salonica. Paul,
after various tortures and persecutions, was at length beheaded at
Rome by the Emperor Nero.” — Author Unknown

“No one makes us afraid or leads us into captivity as we have set
our faith on Jesus. For though we are beheaded, and crucified,
and exposed to beasts and chains and fire and all other forms of
torture, it is plain that we do not forsake the confession of our
faith, but the more things of this kind which happen to us the
more are there others who become believers . . . through the name
of Jesus.” — Justin Martyr

“We [Christians] multiply whenever we are mown down by you;
the blood of Christians is seed.” — Tertullian
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“The Church of Christ has been founded by shedding its own
blood, not that of others; by enduring outrage, not by inflicting
it. Persecutions have made it grow; martyrdoms have crowned
it.” — St. Jerome

“Never did the church so much prosper and so truly thrive as
when she was baptized in the blood. The ship of the church never
sails so gloriously along as when the bloody spray of her martyrs
falls on her deck. We must suffer and we must die, if we are ever
to conquer this world for Christ.” — Charles Spurgeon

When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those
who had been slain for the word of God and for the witness they had
borne. They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and
true, how long before you will judge and avenge our blood on those
who dwell on the earth?” Then they were each given a white robe and
told to rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants
and their brothers should be complete, who were to be killed as they
themselves had been. (Revelation 6:9—11)

o From the church.

“Surely those who know the great passionate heart of Jehovah
must deny their own loves to share in the statement of His.
Consider the call from the Throne above, ‘Go ye,” and from

round about, ‘Come over and help us,” and even the call from the
damned souls below, ‘Send Lazarus to my brothers, that they come
not to this place.” Impelled, then, by these voices, I dare not stay
home while Quichuas perish. So what if the well-fed church in the
homeland needs stirring? They have the Scriptures, Moses, and the
Prophets, and a whole lot more. Their condemnation is written on
their bank books and in the dust on their Bible covers. American
believers have sold their lives to the service of Mammon, and God
has His rightful way of dealing with those who succumb to the
spirit of Laodicea.” — Jim Elliot

“So powerfully convinced am I that it is the will of our Lord that

I should go, I will go, no matter who opposes me. . . . I beg to
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direct your attention to Africa; I know that in a few years I shall
be cut off in that country, which is now open: do not let it be shut
again! I go back to Africa to try to make an open path for com-
merce and Christianity; it is for you to carry out the work which I
have begun. I leave it with you!” — David Livingstone

“Sit down young man. You are an enthusiast! When God pleases
to convert the heathen [in India], He will do it without consulting
you or me.” — Said to William Carey concerning his desire to go to

India as a missionary

“Let us ask God. I don’t want to be pig-headed and go out there
of my own accord. I just want to do God’s will. . . . That night I
could not get to sleep, but it seemed as though I heard someone
say these words over and over, ‘Ask of Me and I will give thee the
heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth
for thy possession.” I knew it was God’s voice speaking to me,

and that I had received my marching orders to go to China.”

— C.T. Studd

“Too long we have been waiting for one another to begin! The
time for waiting is past! Should such men as we fear? Before the
whole world, aye, before the sleepy, lukewarm, faithless, nam-
by-pamby Christian world, we will dare to trust our God, and we
will do it with His joy unspeakable singing aloud in our hearts.
We will a thousand times sooner die trusting only in God than
live trusting in man. And when we come to this position the battle
is already won, and the end of the glorious campaign in sight. We
will have the real Holiness of God, not the sickly stuff of talk and
dainty words and pretty thoughts; we will have a Real Holiness,
one of daring faith and works for Jesus Christ.” — C.T. Studd

“I was besieged with the strongest opposition on all sides. One

of my professors told me . . . that I was leaving certainty for
uncertainty—I was leaving work in which God had made me
greatly useful, for work in which I might fail to be useful, and only
throw my life away among the Cannibals. Amongst many who
sought to deter me, was one dear old Christian gentleman, whose
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crowning argument always was, “The Cannibals! You will be eaten
by Cannibals!’ John Paton replied to this man: ‘Mr. Dickson, you
are advanced in years now, and your own prospect is soon to be
laid in the grave, there to be eaten by worms; I confess to you, that
if I can but live and die serving and honoring the Lord Jesus, it
will make no difference to me whether I am eaten by Cannibals or
by worms; and in the Great Day my resurrection body will arise

as fair as yours in the likeness of our risen Redeemer.” The old
gentlemen, raising his hands in a deprecating attitude, left

the room exclaiming, ‘After that I have nothing more to say!””

— John Paton

“Indeed, the opposition was so strong from nearly all, and many
of them warm Christian friends, that I was sorely tempted to
question whether I was carrying out the Divine will, or only some
headstrong wish of my own. This caused me much anxiety, and
drove me close to God in prayer. But again every doubt would
vanish, when I clearly saw that all at home had free access to the
Bible and the means of grace, with Gospel light shining all around
them, while poor Heathen were perishing, without even the

chance of knowing all God’s love and mercy to me.” — John Paton
* This commission will one day be accomplished.

And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the

whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.

(Matthew 24:14)

o Satan’s efforts to the church will ultimately serve
to the church.

Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground
their teeth at him [Stephen]. But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed
into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right
hand of God. And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the
Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” But they cried out
with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him.
Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses

134 -



laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. And
as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit.” And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord,
do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell
asleep. (Acts 7:54—60)

And Saul approved of his execution. And there arose on that day a
great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all
scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the
apostles. Devout men buried Stephen and made great lamentation
over him. But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house
after house, he dragged off men and women and committed them to

prison. Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word.
(Acts 8:1-4)

Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose
over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch,
speaking the word to no one except Jews. But there were some of them,
men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the
Hellenists also, preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the Lord
was with them, and a great number who believed turned to the Lord.
The report of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and
they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he came and saw the grace of
God, he was glad, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the
Lord with steadfast purpose, for he was a good man, full of the Holy
Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were added to the Lord.
So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he had found
him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the
church and taught a great many people. And in Antioch the disciples
were first called Christians. (Acts 11:19-26)

Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers,
Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen
a lifelong friend of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. While they were
worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for
me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.”
Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent
them off. So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to
Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus. (Acts 13:1-4)
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o Satan’s efforts to deceive the nations will ultimately end in the praise
of Jesus among the nations.

And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and
the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ
have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who
accuses them day and night before our God. And they have conquered
him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for
they loved not their lives even unto death. Therefore, rejoice, O heavens
and you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the
devil has come down to you in great wrath, because he knows that his
time is short!” (Revelation 12:10-12)

* This world will one day be new.

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and
the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw
the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud
voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is
with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and
God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every
tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have
passed away.” And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, 1
am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these
words are trustworthy and true.” And he said to me, “It is done! I am
the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. 1o the thirsty I
will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. The one
who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he
will be my son.” (Revelation 21:1-7)

o People from nations will enjoy and exalt God in all of
his glory.

And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the
Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon
to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the
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Lamb. By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth
will bring their glory into it, and its gates will never be shut by day—
and there will be no night there. They will bring into it the glory and
the honor of the nations. But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor
anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are
written in the Lamb’s book of life. (Revelation 21:22-27)

o People from nations will experience God’s healing and

feast on God’s blessing for all of eternity.

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as
crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the
middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree
of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. No longer will
there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb
will be in it, and his servants will worship him. They will see bis face,
and his name will be on their foreheads. And night will be no more.
They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their
light, and they will reign forever and ever. (Revelation 22:1-5)

* So let’s live to the coming of that day . . .

Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought
you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening
the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set
on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn!
But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a
new earth in which righteousness dwells. (2 Peter 3:11-13)

He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.”
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all.
Amen. (Revelation 22:20-21)

“God alone knows the definition of terms. I cannot precisely define
who all the nations are, but I do not need to know. I know only
one thing: Christ has not yet returned; therefore, the task is not yet
done. When it is done, Christ will come. Our responsibility is not
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to insist on defining the terms; our responsibility is to complete
the task. So long as Christ does not return, our work is undone.
Let us get busy and complete our mission.” — George Ladd

* By spending our lives in to his command
today.

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
(Matthew 28:18-20)

o God, help us to rectify the Great !

o God, use us to accomplish the Great !

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could
number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white
robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud
voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the
Lamb!” (Revelation 7:9—10 )
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END NOTES

1. The statistics listed in the section for the Great Imbalance are taken from
Joshua Project, World Christian Encyclopedia, Status of Global Christianity,
Perspectives, World Christian Trends, Atlas of Global Christianity, and
Operation World. Due to a variety of factors (security concerns, inconsistent
reporting, etc.), it is difficult to be certain or overly precise about worldwide
data related to missions and giving. The statistics used in Secret Church 21
are based on comparing data available as of March 2020.
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RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

For further study on the topics covered during Secret Church 21, see the
following resources.

* Salvation to the Ends of the Earth: A Biblical Theology of Mission,
Andreas J. Kostenberger and T. Desmond Alexander

o From Jerusalem to Irian Jaya: A Biographical History of Christian Missions,
Ruth Tucker

* Let the Nations Be Glad: The Supremacy of God in Missions, John Piper
* Something Needs to Change, David Platt
® Radical, David Platt

* Radical Together, David Platt
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ABOUT DAVID PLATT

David Platt serves as Lead Pastor of McLean Bible Church in Washington,
D.C. He is the founder and chairman of Radical, an international ministry that
serves the church for the cause of Christ—to glorify God by making disciples
and multiplying churches among all nations. Resources from David Platt and
Radical can be found at radical.net.

David Platt is the author of Radical, Radical Together, Follow Me, Counter
Culture, Something Needs to Change, and Before You Vote, and he is the author of
several volumes in the Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary series.

David Platt received his Ph.D. from New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary.
Along with his wife and children, he lives in the Washington, D.C. metro area.
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ABOUT RADICAL

Radical exists to serve the church for the cause of Christ—to glorify God by
making disciples and multiplying churches among all the nations. Christ’s
command to “make disciples of all nations” was given to the church. Therefore,
Radical is committed to serving the church in its global mission by relying on
the sufficiency of God’s Word in the power of God’s Spirit. And we do all of this
for God’s glory!

Radical serves the church in five primary ways . . .

* RESOURCES
Producing multi-lingual biblical resources that equip the church for its
mission and draw attention to the unreached
o Articles, books, podcasts, Bible studies, sermons, videos, etc.

* EVENTS
Hosting catalytic events to awaken followers of Christ, with a special
emphasis on serving pastors and 18-25 year olds
o Secret Church, collegiate conferences, missions leader gatherings, etc.

* TRAINING
Providing training experiences that equip followers of Christ to live out
the Great Commission and effectively engage the unreached
o Radical Gap Year, pastor training, missionary training, etc.

* MISSION STRATEGY
Informing the church of the world’s most urgent needs in a way that
compels the church to direct efforts and resources toward that end
o Stratus

* URGENT NEEDS
Supporting indigenous believers who are making disciples and
multiplying healthy churches in the world’s hardest to reach places
o Urgent

To learn more about Radical, go to radical.net.
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ABOUT SECRET CHURCH

The idea behind Secret Church comes from time David Platt spent teaching
and ministering among underground house churches in Asia. Due to hostility
from the government, from the surrounding community, and even from their
own family, many of our brothers and sisters in Christ around the world are
forced to gather in secret, sometimes at the risk of their lives.

The plight of our persecuted brothers and sisters also explains why prayer for
the persecuted church is a major part of every Secret Church gathering. We
remember those who cannot meet openly, asking God to sustain their faith, to
change the hearts and the actions of their persecutors, and to use their witness
for the spread of the gospel. We also pray for the unreached, those who

have little or no access to the gospel.

Why So Much Teaching for One Night?

We realize that each Secret Church study contains too much biblical teaching—
over four hours worth!—to digest in one sitting. That’s one reason we make it
available in bite-size segments at radical.net. However, this deluge of teaching

is meant to remind us of the hunger for God’s Word that exists among many
underground churches around the world. With few opportunities to gather and
little access to biblical teaching, our persecuted brothers and sisters may meet for
eight to twelve hours at a time simply to sing, pray, and study God’s Word.

What's the Goal of This Study?

We hope your faith will be strengthened as you encounter teaching from God’s
Word in this study. However, the truths you hear are not meant to stop with
you. You are encouraged to teach them to others as you meet one-on-one or

as you gather in small groups and churches. Secret Church is intended to be a
resource for making disciples both locally and globally.

We urge you to consider the role God may have for you and your church as you
take the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ to those in your own community and to
unreached peoples among the nations. For more Secret Church resources, go to
radical.net.
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pe | DOWNLINE

LEARN YOUR BIBLE.
GROW IN YOUR FAITH.
BE EQUIPPED TO MAKE DISCIPLES.
9 MONTHS THAT WILL CHANGE YOUR LIFE FOREVER.

Join our live or virtual classroom this fall!

WWW.DOWNLINEMINISTRIES.COM




4 out of 1 0 individuals

live in a people group with little,
if any, presence of the Gospel.

Help bring the light of Jesus

Get the Unreached of the Day
app and join thousands of others
praying for unreached peoples.
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3o neverthirst

Over 90% of people groups in India and Nepal are unreached with the
gospel. And millions more are without clean water. Join us in advancing
the gospel and serving clean water to the unreached!

VW&’

“I can not recommend highly enough what God is doing
in this organization.”
- David Platt

Learn more at

neverthirstwater.org




Get the app that can
start a prayer movement

Get up-to-the-minute prayer requests from your
persecuted brothers and sisters around the world.

“Our prayers go
where we cannot.”

32500

FREE Pray for the Persecuted
App from Open Doors

ANDROID APP ON 2 Download on the
>¢ Google Play @ App Store

Message and data rates may apply

OpenDoorsUSA.org/PrayerApp Open Doors

One Church. One Family.




@UENCHED

Meeting urgent physical and spiritual needs
with clean water and the Gospel.

But our mission doesn’t end there.

Quenched helps new believers grow in their faith
with discipleship training so that they can
confidently share Jesus with those around them.
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Scan and see the story about one of many communities
that have been transformed:

El4

l1-|."|

El"'
@UENCHED.ORG
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EQUIP THEM

BEFORE YOU

SEND THEM
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THE GOSPEL COALITION |S NOT JUST
A NORTH AMERICAN EFFORT IT’'S A GLOBAL

MOVEMENT

TGC AFRICA — TGC ALBANIA — TGC ARABIC
TGC AUSTRALIA — TGC BRAZIL — TGC CANADA
TGC CHINESE — TGC FRENCH — TGC FARSI
TGC ITALY — TGC KOREA — TGC LATIN AMERICA
TGC NETHERLANDS — TGC SLOVAKIA

These coalitions and websites provide trusted and timely,
winsome and wise, gospel-centered resources in
languages accessible to more than 4 billion people,
representing the largest language blocks
in the world.

FIND MORE INFORMATION AT

TGC.ORG/INTERNATIONAL
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Through Urgent, Rad

who are making disciples an

churches among the
and places.

SUDAN

INITIATIVES
Discipleship

CHURCH PLANTING
TRAINING RESOURCES
DISCIPLESHIP TRAINING
EVANGELISM

ical su

world’s

IRAN

IRAQ

SYRIA

YEMEN

NUREY
LEBANON

AFGHANISTAN

TIBETANS OF
THE HIMALAYAS

INDIA

Biblical Resources

EVANGELISM TOOLS

LITERATURE DISTRIBUTION

TRANSLATION COLLABORATION

]| URGENT

BHUTAN

LAOS

3.2 billion people

OVER 40% OF THE WORLD'S POPULATION
STILL HAVE NEVER HEARD THE GOSPEL.

Humanitarian Strategy

ANTI-TRAFFICKING EFFORTS BUSINESS AS MISSIONS
HEALTH-RELATED PROJECTS AGRICULTURAL AND

CLEAN WATER INITIATIVES

ENVIRONMENTAL INITIATIVES
MOBILIZATION EFFORTS

A

UNITED 3
Urgent United is a group of individuals united in their ﬁ A
urpose of monthly, faithful giving toward an urgent §
e ’ URGEN
URGENT MISSION. FAITHFUL GIVING. UNITED PURPOSE. ',, ‘

urgentneeds.org

A ministry of RADICAL



A clear command and monumental charge from Jesus.
Yet what if, despite our best intentions and sincerest
efforts as the church to obey Jesus, we are actually
ignoring what he said? At best, what if we have
misunderstood him? And what if much of our efforts
are unknowingly keeping millions upon millions of people
around the world from eternal life? Further, what if much
of our efforts are keeping you and me from experiencing
God's purpose for our lives? Unlike any Secret Church
we have ever done, Secret Church 21 is designed to be
a ground-breaking journey through God's Word and
around the world that leads to a tectonic shift in the
way you view your life, your family, and God's design
for the church. For your eyes will be open not only to a
great imbalance that is affecting countless people for
eternity, but also to the bold opportunity you have to

change it with your time on this earth.

RADICAL
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